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THOUGHTS FROM 

THE CURATE 

 

Here we are nearly at the end of 

another year, but before 

Christmas and the end of the 

year arrives the church   

celebrates the season of 

Advent.  I think Iôve said 

before that this is one of my 

favourite times.  It is a time of 

dark nights and of trying to 

banish that darkness by erecting 

lights in our gardens or outside 

our houses and of lighting 

Wickham Square, this year on 

the 1st of December.  Come and 

join us, it is great fun.  Advent 

is a time of waiting, 

anticipation, preparation and 

looking forward.  It is also a 

time of business, of buying 

presents, thinking what each of 

our children, partners, friends 

would really appreciate, a time 

of planning, cooking, great 

smells and letôs face it, 

tiredness.   

 

This year many of us may be 

finding it more difficult 

financially than last year.  We 

may have all sorts of different 

worries, that of not being able 

to give our children what they 

desire in their stockings 

perhaps, of being made 

redundant, of not being able to 

get into the job market.  

Christmas isnôt always the fun 

time the television makes out 

that it should be.  But if we 

think about it I donôt suppose 

that it was a really fun time on 

the first Christmas for Mary 

and Joseph.  They didnôt even 

have a room in which to bring a 

child into the world.  It isnôt 

possessions that make us truly 

happy, it is knowing that we are 

loved and cherished that is the 

most important thing.  Joseph 

loved Mary and protected her 

and her child  whom they both 

loved.  I wonder if there are 

some people whom we know 

that will be feeling unloved and 

neglected this Christmas?  

What can we do to help them 

feel the love and peace that the 

Christ Child brings?  Just a 

cheerful smile and a knock on 

the door and a few moments of 

our time can make such a 

difference to a lonely neighbour 

or relative. 

  

As we prepare for Christmas 

and as we celebrate the 

birthday of the baby in the 

manger, God Immanuel- God 

with us- let us remember that 

Jesus was óthe light of the 

worldô a world that for some of 

us seems such a dark place and 

let us take that light into the 

dark places and flood the 

darkness with love, light and 

peace. 

May the joy of the angels, the 

eagerness of the shepherds and 

the perseverance of the wise 

men, the obedience of Joseph 

and Mary and the peace of the 

Christ-child be ours this 

Christmas. 

 

These are my final thoughts for 

the magazine as Adrian and I 

shall be leaving Wickham at 

the end of January, my final 

Sunday being 22nd January.  I 

hope that 2012 is a very good 

and prosperous year for you all 

- you will be in my thoughts 

and prayers always. 

Elizabeth 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ST NICHOLAS  

CHURCH, WICKHAM 

CHILDREN'S CHURCH 

Saturday 10th December 2011 

2pm until 4pm 

Please come and join us at St 

Nicholas Church, Wickham, we 

will be holding an Activities 

Afternoon, in the Church, making 

Christmas Decorations for the 

Church and for you to take home.  

We also need your help to design 

a crest for the Children's Church. 

Drinks and biscuits will be 

supplied 

Look forward to seeing you there 
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Our November meeting took 

place at the home of Anne 

Marshall, and after our 

customary act of worship 

Elizabeth gave out test papers 

for a Bible quiz which she had 

prepared for us. The questions 

covered both the Old and New 

Testaments, and a couple of 

Bibles were provided in case 

anyone needed to check their 

answers in fact members 

admitted that if they didnôt 

know the answer, they 

wouldnôt know where to look 

for it. It was quite a thought-

provoking afternoon and 

generated much discussion on 

Bible-reading habits afterwards. 

The report on our performance 

would probably read ôCould do  

Betterô. 

 Our next meeting will be 

on 13th December at 7 Tanfield 

Park with Christmas carols and 

mince pies. 

    

VS - 

 
Editorial. 

We are pleased to present 

the last edition of the Parish 

Magazine for 2011. It has 

been an eventful year, at 

home and overseas and has 

brought a mixed bag of 

good and not so good; we 

might think ourselves 

indeed fortunate, compared 

to our cousins in many 

parts of the world. 

We extend our 

congratulations to the staff, 

volunteers and pupils of 

Wickham Church of 

England Primary School on 

their recent award 

nomination. It is very 

pleasing to hear of all the 

effort and good work in 

progress, the interaction 

with other village groups 

and activities, not least the 

continued liaison with St 

Nicholas Church. We hope 

staff and pupils enjoy their 

well deserved, Christmas 

lunch. 

Well done all those who 

supported the óEvening at 

the operaô at Park Place 

and raised over Ã1,000  to 

be donated to the most 

worthy Ethiopian Clinic 

appeal.......and to those 

who have worked hard to 

arrange and/or made 

generous donations towards 

the cost of much needed 

repairs to St Nicholas 

Church. 

Please note 10thof December 

is the Childrenôs Church 

Day, an afternoon of making 

Christmas decoration......and 

free tea and biscuits. 

It was reassuring to see a 

packed Community Centre 

on a cold November 

evening, to address the 

SDA issue. It was a fine 

show of community 

determination and spirit..... 

and it is on-going! 

Volunteer chefs are 

urgently required by 

Wickham Lunch Club, 

working in teams of three 

to prepare two course meals 

for fifteen óseniors. The 

volunteers are needed for 

just a couple of hours, on 

Wednesdays, eight times 

per year. Also, Wickham 

Community Care are trying 

to recruit drivers and óco-

ordinatorsô to join this 

much needed and much 

appreciated service. 

Volunteers are needed at 

the Wickham Centre, see 

p19, and with 1st 

Responders. 

We wish Reverend 

Elizabeth and Adrian a 

fond farewell and express 

our sincere thanks for the 

continued spiritual 

guidance and their extended 

contribution to St Nicholas 

Church and the community. 

Finally, we wish you all a 

happy Christmas and good 

fortune for the New Year. 

 

 The Editorial team. 

                                                                                                                                                        

DB 
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 ST NICHOLASôS 

20/20 VISION 
 
We announced last year the 

intention of the PCC to plan for 

suitable celebrations to mark the 

900th anniversary of our church 

of St Nicholas which falls in the 

year 2020. 

Projects which had been agreed 

included: 

replacing dilapidated and 

worm-eaten choir stalls 

installation of a portable 

projector with a drop-

down screen 

re-flooring the north transept 

a major overhaul of the organ 

 

We are pleased now to report 

progress on the first two items: 

 

 The choir stall committee have 

submitted an article (above) 

detailing the reasoning behind 

the project and the very 

successful progress that has been 

made.  After many years of 

deliberation we now look 

forward to a realistic prospect of 

the new furniture being in place 

by the end of next year. 

 

Having seen installations in other 

churches, we have decided on 

the audio/visual projection 

system which seems most 

suitable for St Nicholas.  We 

now await a faculty granting 

diocesan approval for the work 

to go ahead. 

 

We hope that once these projects 

have been completed we will be 

able to turn our attention 

enthusiastically to improving the 

appearance and comfort of the 

north transept, possibly including 

under-floor heating, and to the 

increasingly critical restoration 

of the organ which will be 

needed if we are still to enjoy its 

fine voice filling the church and 

leading our services. 

 

As has been written above, we 

have been extremely fortunate in 

benefiting from a number of very 

generous legacies, without which 

it is unlikely that our 20/20 

Vision would have reached this 

point.  The two remaining 

projects however will require a 

considerable outlay, and we 

should be most grateful for any 

offers of assistance, whilst at the 

same time welcoming any 

suggestions for marking the 

occasion. 

 

Sheila Campbell                                                                                   

Robert Goulson 

Churchwardens 

 

 

NEW CHOIR STALLS 

IN ST. NICHOLAS 
 

We tend to think that skilled and 

inspirational craftsmen and 

women are something of the past 

and, until a few years ago we 

would have been right to say that 

it was they who made St. 

Nicholasô Church the building it 

is today.  In the last century it 

was those of the post war period 

who, for example, replaced the 

floor in the chancel and created 

the wood panelling and the 

vestry. 

  

This status quo held until 2005 

when the glass screens, engraved 

by Tracey Sheppard, were 

installed to stunning effect in the 

Lady Chapel. 

 

The PCC now wishes to 

introduce more new work, 

designed especially for St. 

Nicholasô.  For years we have 

agonised over the repair of the 

decayed and uncomfortable choir 

stalls (the front rows were 

designed for children, not 

todayôs adults!).  We also need 

them to be more portable on 

occasions when we open up the 

ñcrossingò in order to make the 

church more welcoming by 

holding special services and by 

staging secular events for the 

whole community. 

 

With the benefit of a number of 

legacies the PCC has now been 

able to invite craftsmen to 

submit designs for a new set of 

choir readers and seats.  It is 

quite clear from the designers 

whom we meet that they are 

serious in their aim to create 

high quality work which will 

blend with and reflect aspects of 

what we already have in St. 

Nicholasô. 

 

We will display drawings when 

the PCCôs choice is made, and 

hope to have the new furniture in 

place before the end of next year.   

Our church will then embody the 

work of skilled men and women 

throughout its 900 year history, 

from 1120 and the Norman arch 

at the porch, the Uvedale 

Memorial of the 1500s, through 

the Victorian changes of the 

1870s, right up to 2005 and 

2012. 

 

The very generous legacies will 

cover the majority of the costs, 

so  there should be little or no 

need to draw down on 

churchgoersô general giving for 

this project.  We would however 

welcome donations if the project 

inspires you! 

 

This major project marks a 

fitting start for the celebrations 

the PCC is planning for 2020 

when we mark the  900th 

anniversary of the church. 

 

Elizabeth Groves, Sheila 

Campbell, Judy Lucas (PCC 

SubCommittee) 
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News from Park Place 

 

It is incredible that December is 

here again. It seems only a few 

weeks since we were last 

celebrating the joyful Feast of 

Christmas. It is such a happy time 

for those of us with loving 

families, and children or 

grandchildren to make the day 

complete. 

 

Unfortunately not all are so 

blessed, we remember all who are 

sick or struggling with the worries 

of unemployment, and poverty. 

 

It is a time when we should try to 

remember those who are alone, 

especially those who are alone at 

Christmas for the first time.  We 

have had a sad autumn here at 

Park Place; several of our dear 

friends have lost loved ones 

recently. We are praying for them 

all, and we hope they know we are 

here for them, and as far as we 

can, we share their sorrow. 

 

Our last event for 2011 was our 

ñAn Evening at the Operaò It was 

the first time we have had such an 

event. The church was filled to 

capacity; among the audience 

were many of our friends from 

Wickham. Once again we thank 

you for your support.  The singing 

was superb and the wine and 

Mediterranean buffet much 

appreciated. 

 

We were delighted to be able to 

give the Sisters a cheque for 

Ã1051.00 for the wonderful work 

they are doing in Ethiopia. The 

conditions there are very poor, and 

the health care received from the 

clinic is vital for the local people. 

They also give help for those who 

are starving and come across the 

border in search of food. 

Sadly there is much violence 

around them and we  send our 

love and prayers to the Sisters 

there for their safety and well 

being,. 

 

Father Andrew, the Sisters, and all 

of the Park Place community wish 

you all a happy and holy 

Christmas. May the joy of this 

blessed time be with you and your 

families. 

 

 

God Bless, 

Leila. 

 

Readers may like to be aware of 

replacement signs in the 

churchyard, which read as 

follows:  

THE 

CHURCHYARD 
 

St. Nicholasô churchyard is a place 

where the mortal remains of past 

generations are reverently laid at 

peace and the monuments here are 

a solace to the relatives of those 

they commemorate. 

 

We aim to maintain the 

churchyard as best we can and to 

provide an overall sense of peace 

and harmony.  To this end we ask 

your help with the following: 

 

Please use fresh flowers only 

Please remove all wrapping 

materials (i.e. plastic and 

cellophane) [This is because 

they do not bio-degrade and 

the flowers rot very quickly 

inside] 

Please let the grass grow over the 

graves so that the grass can be 

cut and kept as tidy as 

possible 

Please refrain from any planting 

on graves 

Please avoid placing items, such 

as kerbs, which can damage 

our mowing equipment. 

 

Please note: 

The introduction of such items as 

plastic flowers, trinkets, lights 

and toys is discouraged. 

Please note that faded tributes will 

be removed regularly. 

 

Thank you for your help. 

GARDEN OF 

REMEMBRANCE 
 

The Garden of Remembrance is a 

place where all are welcome to 

come and sit for a while to rest 

and think and pray. 

 

We believe we have created a 

place of beauty and peace where 

the dignified Burial of Ashes of all 

members of the community can 

take place.   

 

It is against this background that 

we request the following: 

 

Please use fresh flowers only 

Please place your flowers in the 

troughs provided or at the foot 

of the cross 

Please place all funeral tributes at 

the foot of the cross 

Please remove all wrapping 

materials (i.e. cellophane and 

plastic) [This is because 

they do not bio-degrade 

and the flowers rot very 

quickly inside.]  

Please do not leave your own 

pots, vases, statuettes etc.
[They tend to get broken] 

Please do not leave tributes on 

the grass or next to the 

Memorial Stones. [They kill 

the grass/plants underneath] 

 

Please note 

Faded tributes will be removed 

regularly 

Planting is carried out by the 

Garden of Remembrance 

Committee 

 

Thank you for your help. 

St. Nicholasô Church PCC 
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DAHWUL ARDH 

 

Following a generous invitation 

from Sheikh Fazle Abbas 

Datoo, the Resident Alim of the 

Al Mahdi Wessex Jamaat a 

number of the St Nicholas 

community visited the new Al 

Mahdi project on Fontley Road 

on Sunday 23rd  October.  The 

occasion was the celebration of 

the Muslim festival of Dahwul 

Ardh, Earth Day. 

 

A great deal of thought has 

evidently gone into building the 

new Al Mahdi.  It is a single 

storey building, having no 

minaret, set in a wooded area 

well back from the road.  We 

were told that the centre is 

designed with great sensitivity 

to the Earth.  Geothermal 

energy and solar panels 

together with reed bed waste 

water filtration are expected to 

make the running of the centre 

non-polluting and carbon-

neutral. 

 

We were welcomed with 

introductions and readings from 

the Koran by young people.  

The convenor of the Al Mahdi 

project then spoke about the 

new centre and Sheikh Fazle 

Abbas Datoo reminded us of 

the unity of all faiths in 

stewardship of the Earth. 

 

Landscaping of the extensive 

site is the responsibility of 

Toby Williams, a resident of 

Wickham.  Toby outlined for us 

the ambitious plans for creating 

a lake and planting both 

productive and decorative trees 

and shrubs from all around the 

world, before producing heaps 

of some three thousand daffodil 

bulbs to be planted in a bed in 

front of the building.  

Refreshments were provided, 

and with instructions on the top 

and bottom of the bulbs, we 

were given the task of 

recording our visit by planting 

as many bulbs as ageing backs 

would allow. 

 

Arrangements are in hand to 

purchase a significant shrub as 

voted by St Nicholas PCC to be 

a gift to Al Mahdi. 

 

Robert Goulson 

 

 

CHURCHYARD 

WORKING PARTY 

 

The weather held good on the 

Saturday morning when a stal-

wart few answered the call to 

help clear the churchyard ready 

for winter.  We rather overshot 

the anticipated two hours, but 

there was a notable improve-

ment by the time we had fin-

ished. 

 

Our sincere thanks to those 

who gave up their morning to 

help. 

 

Churchwardens 
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WESSEX 

MADRASAH 

PARTICIPATES IN 

BIG DRAW 2011 

 

For the second year running 

Wessex Jamaat was invited to 

participate in the 'The Big 

Draw' at the Ancient Parish 

Church of St Nicholas on 

Saturday 15th October 2011. 

This year the theme was 

ñStewardship of the Planet.ò 

The theme tied in very well 

with our Dahwul Ardh 

celebrations taking place 

throughout the week from 15th 

to 24th October, 2011. 

The Big Draw is an annual 

event launched in the year 2000 

by Campaign for Drawing. It 

works to raise the profile of 

drawing and promotes it as a 

tool for thought, creativity, 

social and cultural engagement. 

The Campaign has created a 

new regard for the value of 

drawing to help people see, 

think, invent and take action. 

The young members of the 

Jamaat led by the Resident 

Alim Sheikh Fazle Abbas 

Datoo took very different 

approaches to express the 

theme through their artistic 

skills. Some members decided 

to take a very nature-based 

aspect and looked at displays to 

highlight on saving the 

environment and all of Allah's 

creation. Meanwhile others 

focused on a wide range of 

calligraphy in Arabic pointing 

the various Islamic messages 

and teachings of being stewards 

of the Earth.  

Patricia Fray, the local 

organiser of the Big Draw in 

Wickham said: ñIt was both an 

honour and a pleasure to 

welcome such talented young 

people to participate again. The 

pictures and slogans they drew 

and wrote were thought 

provoking and insightful. Plus 

some humour too!ò 

 

Roshan Ganji, President 

Wessex Jamaat commented:  

ñThis is one of the outcomes of 

success from the Bridging 

Wickham Project. Such 

opportunities enable greater 

interfaith understanding and 

strengthen relations in the 

Community.ò 

 

By Fatema Nasser and 

Khudayja Datoo 

Wessex Madrasah 

 

THIS ISSUE OF THE 

PARISH MAGAZINE IS 

SPONSORED BY 

WICKHAM PARISH 

COUNCIL AND IS 

DELIVERED FREE 

If you would like to 

subscribe to a monthly 

delivery of the Wickham 

Parish Magazine at Ã4.00 

per year please contact 

 

 

Robert Goulson on 01329 

833299   

GOOD NEWS TRAVELLING 

LIBRARY  
 

2nd Tuesdays, 10.30 am - 12 noon 

at the Paterson Centre, 

Church Road, Swanmore. 

Books - including fiction - films, 

DVDs, videos, tapes and music ~ 

to borrow. 

Greetings cards and notelets ~ to 

buy at very reasonable prices. 

Refreshments are served. 

Dates for 2012  

 10 January 

 14 February 

 13 March 

 10 April 

No visit in May 

19 June  (3rd Tues) 

10 July 

No visit in August 

11 Sept 

  9 Oct 

 13 Nov 

No visit in December 
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Please put the date for next 

yearôs fete in your new diary 

now.  The fete is held in the 

beautiful grounds of Beverley 

on the second Tuesday in June - 

and we really want you all to 

come and enjoy this lively and 

fun-filled traditional village 

occasion.   
We would really welcome 

some help with organising the 

publicity side of the fete and 

would encourage anyone who 

could bring some new ideas 

and enthusiasm to our team to 

ring one of the fete committee 

for information on how to get 

involved.  I can assure you our 

meetings involve a lot of 

laughter (and the occasional 

glass of wine!)  Thanks.   Sue 

(828589) Judy (833655) Niki 

(8333749)  Di (832633). 

 

 

WICKHAM COMMUNITY CARE  

 

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN HELPING THE RESIDENTS OF 

WICKHAM? 

 

COULD YOU SPARE A FEW HOURS OCCASIONALLY TO 

ANSWER THE TELEPHONE AND CO-ORDINATE TRANSPORT 

FOR PEOPLE NEEDING LIFTS? 

 

If you can answer ñyesò then we would love to hear from you. 

 

Wickham Community Care is urgently seeking to recruit some new      

co-ordinators to answer the phone and then arrange for our Volunteer 

Drivers to provide lifts for people in the village to attend medical 

appointments with the local GPôs or at Portsmouth, Southampton and 

Winchester hospitals, or to go shopping locally etc. 

 

We have a rota for our co-ordinators, who are ñon dutyò for one month 

every 7 or 8 months. The volume of calls varies but is usually around    

25 ï 30 per month. 

 

The co-ordinators are also invited to attend the revue meetings which take 

place every one or two months, for about 1hour. 

 

We are also always pleased to hear from potential Volunteer Drivers. 

 

If anyone is interested in joining the group, or in finding out more 

information please contact Sue Leatham 01329 834925 or               

Heather Oswald 01329 835061 

 

MEON VALLEY 

PILGRIMAGE 

TRAIL  - THE LAST 

LEG 

On a gloriously sunny afternoon 

on 8th October, a group of pilgrims 

of the Meon Valley villages came 

down off the hills above the river 

to be welcomed at East Meon 

church with delicious refreshments 

followed by a short service. 

So ended the sixth year of 

following the path up the river 

from the mouth at Titchfield 

Haven to (almost) its source near 

East Meon.  Each year, as near as 

possible to St Wilfridôs Day, we 

have walked one section from 

village church to village church on 

the route which St Wilfrid might 

have taken in the 7th Century. 

After a slow uptake, the people of 

Wickham have joined in 

increasing numbers, to the point 

where on this last leg Wickham 

alone provided a third of the 

walkers, a fine testimony to 

community spirit. 

 

Robert Goulson 

   WICKHAM 

   YOUTH  

   CLUB 

CHRISTMAS  

 FUNDRAISER 

On SATURDAY DECEMBER  

10th. 

   6.00 To  11.00 pm 

Santa will be there with his 

elves 

DISCO, BUFFET 

LICENSED BAR, RAFFLE 

Admission  - Youth Club Members Ã1.00 

Non-members Ã1.50     Under 5ôs Free 
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 Botley Choral Society  

Christmas Concert  

A Ceremony of Carols  

by Benjamin Britten  

and a selection of traditional carols  

Saturday 10th December  

All Saints Church, Botley  

7.30 p.m.  

Tickets Ã12 (Ã10 concessions)  

Tel: 01489 890007 E-mail:  

enquiries@botleychoral.co.uk  

www.botleychoral.co.uk  

 

  

  

  

  

Churches together  

Quiet half hours  

 
January 31st 

The Morrell Room, Study Centre 
Shedfield 

February 28th 
St Maryôs Church, Droxford 

March 20th (3rd Tuesday) 
Waltham Chase Methodist Church, 

Curdridge Lane  
April 24th 

St Peterôs Church Curdridge 
May 29th 

Shirrell Heath Methodist Church 
June 26th 

Blessed Mary Church, Upham 
All held on Tuesdays, starting at 7.30 pm, lasting 

30 minutes.  
These are times of quiet contemplation of the type 

so often overlooked in this busy world. 

 

 Mind the Gap 
Understanding and Getting the Most  

out of Different Generations 
  

A Presentation by  

Dr Graeme Codrington 
  

7pm on 12th January 2012 
  

Waltham Chase  

Methodist Church 

Understanding why  

we donôt understand 
We may have been living in the same house or working in the 

same office but we may have been living in different worlds 

Contact Shedfield Parish Office 01329 832162 

stjohnsoffice@btinternet.com 

Space is limitedðapply early 
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WICKHAM CHURCH OF 

ENGLAND PRIMARY 

SCHOOL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As the autumn term draws to a 

close we have many magical 

Christmas events planned at 

school. The Friends of Wickham 

Church of England Primary 

School (FOWPS) Christmas Fayre 

was held on Friday 25th 

November. We are fortunate to 

have a dedicated committee who 

work hard to organise our 

fundraising events and we 

certainly enjoy great support from 

the school and village community. 

I am proud to lead such a great 

team and would like to take this 

opportunity to thank our staff, 

families and members of the local 

community for making our school 

community so successful. 

 

Children in Years R, 1 and 2 are 

preparing for their Christmas 

Nativity which promises to be 

spectacular. The children have 

been singing the nativity songs 

with real enthusiasm this year and 

we look forward to enjoying their 

performances. 

 

Our school choir, the Super 

Singers, will be singing at several 

village events in the lead up to 

Christmas - the Thursday Club 

Christmas Party, St Nicholasô 

Patronal Festival and the Foresters 

Friendly Society Christmas 

Carolcade. The children in the 

choir are ably led by Helen Castle 

our Key Stage 2 Leader and have 

great fun at their weekly 

rehearsals. They also enjoy 

performing in the village and I 

hope many of you will have the 

chance to hear them. 

 

In school we will enjoy our 

traditional Christmas Lunch in the 

last week of term. All of our 177 

children will share Christmas 

Dinner together, served by the 

school staff. Following this they 

will have class parties and a disco 

provided by FOWPS. 

Finally, on our last day of term, 

our whole school will walk to St 

Nicholasô Church for our Carol 

Service. Our church is very 

important to us and our Carol 

Service will end our school term 

perfectly.  

Chair of Governors 

After 17 years in the important 

strategic role, Sue Roger-Jones 

has stepped down as our Chair of 

Governors. Sue will continue her 

invaluable work as a Governor but 

is keen to relinquish the 

responsibility she has held for so 

long. 

Sue has made an enormous 

contribution to our school as 

governor for 24 years now and we 

held a special assembly and tea 

party to celebrate and thank her 

for her work as Chair. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The News ï We Can Do It 

Awards 2011 

We are extremely proud to have 

been nominated for an award in 

The Newsô annual óWe Can Do Itô 

awards. We have been shortlisted 

in the category of óBest School ï 

ones who excelled or made a 

contribution to societyô for our 

recent fundraising event to support 

Jeans for Genes Day. We have 

therefore been invited to attend the 

awards evening at the New 

Theatre Royal, Portsmouth.  

Our nomination was received 

following the article published in 

óThe Newsô which congratulated 

our children on their enthusiasm to 

raise money for children with 

genetic disorders. The fundraising 

event was particularly important to 

us as Jack Layton in Year 1 has 

Muscular Dystrophy.  

 

Wickham Twinning Association 

Year 3 were extremely pleased to 

welcome Di Hemingway-Rice of 

the Wickham Twinning Association 

to their class as Di not only talked 

with the children about the French 

town of Villers-sur-Mer, but she 

brought French food to taste too! 

Our children learn French as a 

Modern Foreign Language 

throughout Key Stage 2 and the 

children in Year 3 had a chance to 

share their new skills with Di 

when she visited. 

 

We look forward to re-establishing 

our links with the school in Villers

-sur-Mer this year with the support 

of the Twinning Association. 

 

We wish you all a very Merry 

Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

Thank you for your support 

throughout 2011, our school 

continues to build from strength to 

strength and we are proud of our 

children and their achievements 

which we look forward to sharing 

with you in 2012. 

 

Maria Ackland 

Headteacher 
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CITIZENS ADVICE 

BUREAUX 
Q.  I have worked in a bar full 

time for over a year and have 

only been allowed to take five 

days off so far.  When I asked 

my boss if I could take two 

weeks holiday later in the year 

he refused, telling me I was only 

entitled to five days off a year.  

Iôm sure this canôt be right, but 

Iôm worried about losing my job 

if I kick up a fuss.  Is there 

anything I can do? 

A.  Like most full-time workers, 

you are entitled to at least 28 days' 

paid holiday a year (5.6 weeks) 

including public holidays. This is 

a legal right. 

Your contract of employment may 

give you the right to take more 

than the statutory amount of paid 

holiday, but it cannot give you 

less. To help you work out your 

exact entitlement, you can use the 

calculator on the Business Link 

website at 

 www.businesslink.gov.uk  

You donôt have an automatic right 

to take bank or public holidays off 

work, with or without pay, but 

your employment contract may 

give you bank or public holidays 

off on top of your statutory 

holiday. If this is the case, your 

contract should specify this and 

also say whether you will be paid 

for these days. 

If your employer refuses to let you 

take holiday, or refuses to let you 

take holiday at a particular time, 

try to sort it out informally with 

them first. If this doesn't work, get 

advice as soon as possible from 

your trade union if you belong to 

one, or from an experienced CAB 

adviser.  You may be able to take 

your case to an employment 

tribunal, but there are pros and 

cons to think about if you are 

considering this course of action. 

For more information and advice 

on employment problems you can 

contact your  local CAB at Well 

House, 2 Brook Street, Bishop's 

Waltham, SO32 1AX, Tel. No. 

(01489) 896376 open from 10.00 

a.m. to 2.00 p.m. on Monday, 

Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday.  

We also run an advice surgery at 

Wickham  Community Centre, 

Mill Lane, Wickham on 

Thursdays  from 10.30 a.m. to 

1.30 p.m.,  If this is not 

convenient, please note our 

Thursday evening appointments 

only session (from 4 to 7 p.m.) at 

the Bishopôs Waltham Bureau.  

You can also e-mail us on 

bishopswaltham@cabnet.org.uk  

with your problem. You can also 

go to our local website 

 www.bishopswalthamcab.org.uk  

or you can go to the national 

Citizens Advice website 

 www.adviceguide.org.uk 

 

 

As usual it seems impossible to 

think that Christmas is just around 

the corner and we will soon be 

welcoming in a New Year! I am 

sure everyone is busy with their 

preparations and excitement is 

building in all households. To 

combat this the centre has plenty 

of activities to take children to if 

they have a little extra energy to 

use up. Please call the centre or 

look on our website for more de-

tails. 

 

As a special celebration at the end 

of the year we are holding parties 

in Knowle, Wickham and White-

ley. We have a music session 

planned within this session, party 

food and a special surprise for 

children at the end. If you would 

like to attend one of these events 

please call the centre to book as 

spaces are limited. 

 

The most recent additions to our 

activities are an outdoor Wildlife 

Tots group currently on Tuesday 

morning. Ensure you bring appro-

priate clothing and wellies, as this 

group makes the most of the con-

servation area in the Wickham 

Church of England Primary 

School grounds. Boogie Babes 

sessions (for 0 to 1 years) will be 

starting in Knowle in the New 

Year on Tuesday afternoons. This 

is a lovely way to learn new songs 

and action rhymes ï and make 

new friends at the same time. 

From December a Jobcentre Plus 

advisor will be based at the centre 

in Wickham every Monday, so if 

you would like advice or support 

feel free to pop in for a chat. We 

have also been linking with the 

health team and Sovereign Chil-

drenôs Centre in Whiteley, and 

running our Merry Tots group 

alongside the baby clinic on Mon-

day afternoons in the Whiteley 

Community Centre. 

 

We have recently evaluated all our 

activities and are busy reviewing 

the feedback, so hopefully we will 

be able to adapt our sessions to 

offer an even better service. An 

evaluation is also being completed 

on our services over the last year, 

and this will give you the oppor-

tunity to give feedback and allow 

us to see what impact the centre 

has had on families. Collated data 

will be used to shape our delivery 

for the future, tailored to the local 

communities needs. As we value 

your opinions and ideas we are 

currently recruiting users of our 

centre to the family forum, and 

also volunteers from the local 

community to help support in a 

variety of ways. If you are inter-

ested in either of these opportuni-

ties please let us know. 

 

The Merry-Go-Round Childrenôs 

Centre team would like to thank 

you for your input to the centre 

over the last year, and we wish 

you all a very merry Christmas 

and happy New Year. 

 

Jo Alesbury 

Acting Childrenôs Centre Co-

ordinator 

http://www.businesslink.gov.uk/bdotg/action/layer?r.s=tl&r.l1=1073858787&r.lc=en&r.l2=1073858926&topicId=1074414642
mailto:bishopswaltham@cabnet.org.uk
http://www.bishopswalthamcab.org.uk
http://www.adviceguide.org.uk
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MEON VALLEY 

CARERS GROUP NEWS 

Registered Charity No. 

1107865 

Promoting a positive way 

of living with dementia 

 

 

Are you or someone you know 

caring for someone suffering 

from memory difficulties? Meon 

Valley Carers Group is a 

voluntary organisation supporting 

the carers and their families. It 

provides an opportunity to mix 

socially along with their cared for 

with people in a similar situation 

on a regular basis.  

Our AGM at the end of October 

gave us the perfect opportunity to 

reflect on the past year, which we 

did this year with both sadness and 

pride. 

Weôve had another amazing year, 

many wonderful speakers at our 

meetings providing members with 

the support they need within their 

caring roles by way of information, 

advice and sometimes just someone 

to listen sympathetically to their 

concerns. The ócared forô have 

enjoyed exercise, music therapy 

and some great craft sessions. The 

óforget-me-notsô, our lovely group 

of ex-carers have continued to 

enhance the group and have 

themselves enjoyed their social 

sessions. Despite the poor summer 

the weather was kind to us for our 

annual pilgrimage to the beach 

where we made grateful use of the 

Wheelhouse at Hillhead courtesy 

of the Rotary Club, and for our 

Garden Party held at the home of 

one of our volunteers. More 

recently we have had a trip on the 

Watercress Line and an outing to 

Brambridge Garden Centre for a 

cream tea. 

We were thrilled to have two of 

our volunteers receive Bishops 

Waltham Parish Council 

Volunteer Awards.  Janice Romer, 

one of our hidden heroes was 

presented the Volunteer of the 

Year Award for 2011 for her work 

with several local groups 

including her role as one of our 

trustees. Sylvia Hazzard gained 

her award for her incredible work 

in planning and organising our 

meetings and outings, unfortunately 

Sylvia has now left the group and 

she will be sorely missed. We are 

also saddened by the loss of Sue 

Musselwhite our chairman for the 

past two years. Her drive, 

determination and enthusiasm will 

be missed. We wish them every 

happiness for the future and hope 

that they will not become 

strangers to the group. It is 

perhaps a recognition of the 

amount of work and time Sue put 

into her role that the committee 

has decided to split her 

responsibilities between a 

Chairman and creating a new role 

of Coordinator to support the 

Chairman by taking on much of 

the day-to-day running of the 

group. 

The groupôs new management 

committee was formalised at our 

AGM where our new Chairman 

was appointed and we are all 

pleased to welcome The Reverend 

Tom Johns to our team. The new 

position of Coordinator has been 

filled by co-opting a current 

member of the group, Jane Ward. 

Debbie Marsh, one of the trustees    

has taken over the role of 

administrator and the running of 

our Drop in Centre and we were 

grateful that all of our remaining 

trustees will continue in their role. 

We were pleased to welcome the 

Mayor of Winchester, Barry 

Lipscombe and his wife, also 

Councillor Anna McNair Scott the 

Chair of Hampshire County 

Council as our guests to our 

AGM.  Both the Mayor and the 

Chair of HCC spoke to our 

members and volunteers, and it 

was encouraging to receive 

enthusiastic praise for the groups 

work. Bill Drake, founder of the 

group reviewed the progress the 

group has made and gave some 

background as to how it all 

started, he reiterated the huge debt 

we owe to Sue Musselwhite for all 

of her hard work. Once the 

formalities were over, everyone 

welcomed a cup of tea and a slice 

(or two) of cake as Andrew 

Knights commenced our musical 

entertainment.  A favourite of 

ours, Andrew always brings an 

incredible level of energy to his 

performance and quickly gets all 

of our members joining in with his 

various percussion instruments. 

Do you like organising events, full 

of ideas for things to do? We are 

looking for someone to help with 

planning the group programme 

and outings for next year. If you 

are interested in helping then 

please contact the office. 

6th Dec Pub Lunch at The 

Forge, Shedfield 

12 noon 

13th Dec AGM at The 

Paterson Centre 

1.30 arrival for a 

2.00pm start 

The Carers Centre for Memory 

Concerns, at the Paterson Centre, 

Church Road, Swanmore Mon & 

Thurs 9 am - 1pm, Tel: 01489 

895444 E-Mail 

  meon-valley@btconnect.com  

mailto:meon-valley@btconnect.com
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HAMPSHIRE 

GENEALOGICAL 

SOCIETY 

(Family History) 

 

The Waltham Chase branch of 

the Hampshire Genealogical 

Society (HGS) meets on the 4th 

Tuesday of each month at 

Waltham Chase Village Hall 

from 7.30pm. 

 

If you are interested in tracing 

your family history and 

meeting like-minded people, 

please do come along to the 

Group. You are welcome as a 

guest for up to three meetings 

before you need to make a 

decision on whether or not to 

join the HGS for an annual fee 

of Ã10.00 per year.  As a 

member you can also join in 

any of the local groups that 

meet around the county, and 

help and advice for your own 

research is available both from 

your group and at the Societyós 

Research Centre.  

 

In October the Group 

welcomed Mike Hobbs, who 

came along at short notice 

when our booked speaker was 

unable to attend.  Mikeôs 

presentation and talk was on 

the use of Military records from 

the Crimea to World War II.  

Using the records he had found 

on his family Mike was able to 

show how by using the many 

sources available: family 

memorabilia, military and other 

museums, record offices, 

libraries,  newspapers and of 

course the internet, a very 

complete picture can be built of 

an ancestorôs military service.  

Mike had a table of interesting 

memorabilia: this, plus his very 

informative talk and presentation, 

gave members an interesting, 

helpful and enjoyable evening. 

Future meetings are as follows 

and visitors and new members 

are always welcome: 

 

22 Nov 2011 Relax, Buffet 

and Chat 

No meeting in December. 

 

Chris can be contacted on 

01489 895462 or at  

walthamchase@hgs-online.org.uk 

for information about the HGS 

and the Group meetings. 

 

 

We look forward to seeing you. 

 

Chris Pavey 

Waltham Chase Group 

Organiser 

PLEASE CAN YOU 

HELP ? 

COOKS URGENTLY 

REQUIRED 

 We badly need volunteers 

to help with cooking for the 

Wickham Lunch Club. This is a 

social club for the elderly of the 

village meeting every 

Wednesday in the Church 

Room and is very much 

appreciated by the members.  

Teams of three cooks provide a 

hot two-course meal for 15-20 

people each week, with one 

person cooking the main dish 

(meat etc.), one doing the 

vegetables and one the 

pudding.  There are currently 

eight teams so each team gets 

to cook once every 8 weeks but 

we are just about to lose several 

cooks (for family or health 

reasons) and, therefore, are 

anxious to recruit some new 

cooks to help in the New Year.  

We need both regular cooks - 

to join a team to cook every 8 

weeks - and also stand-in 

cooks who go on a reserve list 

and may be called upon at 

intervals to stand in for 

someone who cannot do their 

regular date.  Cooks may claim 

for their expenses. 

 If you could and would 

like to help, please ring either 

of us a.s.a.p. for more details. 

Lucy Carter  01329 832928 

Di Frost  01329 832633 

mailto:walthamchase@hgs-online.org.uk


 

                                                                         13 

Wildlife Trustôs Species 

Groups  

 

Are you interested in local 

wildlife? Would you like to 

learn more about natural 

history? Did you know your 

local Wildlife Trust runs three 

specialist groups, for people 

with a passion for amphibians 

and reptiles, mammals, and 

flora? The groups are supported 

by Hampshire & Isle of Wight 

Wildlife Trust but organised by 

committees of dedicated volunteers, 

who are experienced and 

extremely knowledgeable about 

local wildlife.  

 

Hampshire Amphibian and 

Reptile Group (HARG) focus 

their efforts on conserving our 

local herpatofauna. There are 

13 native species of amphibian 

and reptile, and 12 of them can 

be found in Hampshire. HARG 

organises many walks, talks 

and training days and have 

carried out a number of 

sessions for one of our most 

colourful, rarer and protected 

amphibians, the Great Crested 

Newt. Trainees learnt how to 

survey for newts using different 

techniques and how to tell 

Great Crested Newts apart from 

their cousins, the Smooth Newt 

and the Palmate Newt. HARG 

is chaired by John Poland, an 

ecologist and reptile and 

amphibian expert.  

 

Hampshire Mammal Group 

(HMG) spend their time 

surveying and sharing 

knowledge about our mammal 

fauna. The variety of different 

habitats from wetlands to 

grasslands to woodlands, means 

that Hampshire is home to 

important populations of some 

of the UKôs rarest mammals, 

including otters, dormice and 

water vole. HMG organise 

several interesting talks and 

walks for members to learn 

more about these species. This 

year the Group held a 

fascinating talk on Shrews, 

carried out a Dormouse Nut 

Hunt, a Bat Walk and Badger 

Watch. HMG are also 

interested in how the different 

species are distributed in the 

county and carry out surveys in 

order to find out.  

 

Hampshire Flora Group are 

interested in all things botanical 

but also cover lichens and 

ferns. The Flora Group 

organise several events each 

month across the County, 

surveying and monitoring our 

local Flora. Trips are often off 

the beaten track and cover a 

number of interesting sites. 

This year as part of the Trustôs 

50th Anniversary celebrations 

the Flora Group have a held a 

number of special walks, for 

example to Noar Hill, where 

members observed Pyramidal, 

Fragrant, Frog and Musk 

Orchids.  

For  more information about all 

three groups and upcoming 

events please contact  Tiki 

Leggett, Hampshire Wildlife 

Trust on 01489 774455 or 

check out the Trustôs website 

under ñget involvedò at 

www.hwt.org.uk 

 

 

 

December 

Tue 6 

FA Swanwick Toddlers ï 

Christmas is Coming! 10.30am

ï12noon or 1ï2.30pm. As we get 

ready for Christmas, our wildlife 

is getting ready for the long 

winter. Come and celebrate with 

us at this event for pre-school 

children at Swanwick Lakes 

Nature Reserve.  Please contact 

Dawn Preston or Jess Daish-

Miller on 01489 570240.  

Suggested donation Ã3 per child. 

Please bring warm coats and 

wellies. Booking is essential. 

Mon 12 

FA Weeds ï Worthless or Worthy? 

7.30 pm.  Dr Rosemary 

Hopewell will give an illustrated 

talk on weeds, both garden and 

agricultural ï the law, their 

downside and their uses through 

the ages.  To be held at Holy 

Trinity Church Hall, West Street, 

Fareham PO16 0EL.  Parking is 

available in Western Road or 

Trinity Road car parks.  For 

further details please contact 

Peter Adams on 01329 287653.  

Suggested donation Ã2. 

Thu 22  

FA Solstice Celebration 11amï

1pm. Come along and celebrate 

the shortest day of the year.  A 

walk around the woods at 

Swanwick Lakes Nature 

Reserve, followed by a story and 

a hot drink by the camp fire.  
Please feel free to bring a packed 

lunch to eat during the session.  

An event for families with 

children aged 6ï12.  Booking is 

essential so for further details 

and to book your place, please 

contact Dawn Preston or Jess 

Daish-Miller on 01489 570240.  

(Continued on page 14) 

Badger by Darren Smith 

http://www.hwt.org.uk/
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Suggested donation Ã3 per child.  

Please bring warm outdoor 

clothing and sensible shoes.   

January 

Tue 3 

FA Swanwick Toddlers ï One 

Snowy Night 10.30amï12noon 
or 1ï2.30pm.  On a very cold 

winter night Percy the park 

keeperôs animal friends require 

more of him than just food.  One 

by one they appear, shivering on 

his doorstep, asking for shelter.  

Come and join our session of 

stories, games and crafts for pre-

school children.  Meet at 

Swanwick Lakes.  For further 

details, please contact Dawn 

Preston or Jess Daish-Miller on 

01489 570240.  Suggested 

donation Ã3 per child.  Please 

wear outdoor clothing and 

wellies.  Booking is essential as 

places are limited. 

 

Thu 5 

FA Blow Away the Cobwebs 

10.30am.  Join staff at Swanwick 

Lakes Nature Reserve for a short 

walk looking for signs of life 

during the winter months.  What 

a perfect way to recover from the 

festive season!  For further 

details, please contact Dawn 

Preston or Jess Daish-Miller on 

01489 570240.  Suggested 

donation Ã3 per person.  Please 

wear outdoor clothing and sturdy 

shoes or boots. 

Mon 9 

FA Our Wildlife Trust 7.30pm.  A 

talk by the President of the 

Hampshire & Isle of Wight 

Wildlife Trust, Jean Hedley, 

about the work of the Trust, now 

and in the future. To be held in 

Holy Trinity Church Hall, West 

Street, Fareham PO16 0EL.  

Parking in Western Road or 

Trinity Street car parks.  For 

further information please 
contact Peter Adams on 01329 

287653.  Suggested donation Ã2. 

For details of all our events, check out 

www.hwt.org.uk 

 

 

(Continued from page 13) 

RESPONDING TO 

AN EMERGENCY? 

                                              
 

  The long lazy days of summer 

are now fading as we approach the 

drawn in evenings of winter. 

However, your local Community 

Responders will still be on call for 

South Central Ambulance Service. 

  

  It is always easier to find a loca-

tion in the day but with the ever 

shortening daylight hours it be-

comes more difficult to find the 

source of the call. In an emergen-

cy situation vital seconds can 

count and these can be lost if it is 

difficult to find where you live. 

Early intervention can be crucial 

for patients suffering life-

threatening emergencies. With this 

in mind please make sure that 

your property is well marked with 

your house name or number, also, 

if you do need an ambulance turn-

ing on any lights will aid us and 

the Ambulance Service to find you 

as quickly as possible. 

 

  Community Responders are all 

volunteers within their community 

who are trained to care for people 

with a range of conditions before 

an ambulance arrives on scene. 

Wickham Community Responders 

are looking to recruit volunteers 

who are willing to give a few 

hours a week to support their com-

munity. All training is given by 

South Central Ambulance Service.  

 

 If you are interested in helping 

your community and joining the 

Wickham Community Responder 

team please contact South Central 

Ambulance Service through their 

website 
www.southcentralambulance.nhs.uk  
 

Wickham Community Responders 

wish you all a very Happy Christ-

mas and a happy and healthy New 

Year. 

By Bev Wetherill 

CHURCH CLEANING ï A 

NOTE OF THANKS 
 

Even as the editor was putting 

together this edition of the 

magazine a small but dedicated 

group was getting down to the 

task of cleaning, dusting and 

polishing up our church ready for 

the new year in the church 

calendar.  Mounted on a long 

ladder and armed with a 

remarkably long fishing rod which 

has been generously passed on to 

the church, we were able even to 

reach the cobwebs in the apex of 

the rafters. 

Grateful thanks are due to those 

who gave up their Saturday 

morning, and we hope that the 

fruits of their labours will be 

noticed by congregations at the 

major services which will be 

taking place in the next weeks. 

Sheila Campbell                                                                                

Robert Goulson 

Churchwardens 

  

http://www.hwt.org.uk/
http://www.southcentralambulance.nhs.uk/
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 The New Yearôs 

Resolution that 

wasnôt broken!! 
 

 
 

2011 has been a big year for our 

new Slimming World Consultant, 

Melanie Gregory, and ironically 

she is now smaller as a result. After 

a difficult few years Melanieôs 

weight problem had been ignored, 

as there was too much else to think 

about. With the birth of her 

daughter, post-natal depression, a 

difficult divorce and then the loss 

of her job through redundancy 

Melanie  was at her lowest ebb.  
 

Waking up on January 1st 2011, 

Melanie decided things would 

change, she signed up for  her 

course in Web Design in 

preparation for starting her own 

Marketing Consultancy Business, 

she started attending regular 

exercise classes and then turned to 

finding a solution to her weight 

problem. 
 

With a few false starts struggling to 

find a diet to suit, Melanie was 

starting to worry she would never 

be able to lose weight. Then one 

day her sister, who had recently 

had a baby and was looking to shift 

the baby weight, mentioned she 

had received a leaflet through her 

door about Slimming World. 

Melanie decided to take the plunge 

with her sister and join. After 

previously being worried about 

attending such a group, as she 

would have to actually admit her 

problem, she thought back to her 

New Year's Resolution of 

improving her life this year and 

realised she needed help to achieve 

this. 
 

Since March Melanie has lost 3 

stone 4 llbs, well on her way to the 

3 stone 12 llb target she set for 

herself. Melanie can put her 

fantastic weight loss down to one 

thing, Slimming World! When 

asked what made Slimming World 

different Melanieôs answer was 

simple, she says, 
 

 ñSlimming World is Magic!! I 

canôt explain exactly why it works 

but the combination of the common 

sense meal planning and the 

unbelievable support I receive from 

my consultant and group members 

has meant that I havenôt felt hungry 

or stressed about my weight since I 

began!ò 
 

Melanie has achieved so much this 

year, after obtaining a distinction in 

Web Design, she is running a 

successful Marketing Consultancy 

business, and her entrepreneurial 

spirit has made her set her sights 

even higher. Melanie realised how 

many of her skills would be well 

utilised as a Slimming World 

Consultant, and also enabling her 

to add more variety to her career. 
  

 
 

ñI feel truly inspired by Slimming 

World and I want to spend my time 

helping people achieve what I 

have, not only looking and feeling 

fab but also having a whole new 

way of life.ò 
 

On the 29th November, 11 months 

after making that pact with herself 

Melanie will be able to give others 

the opportunity to follow in her 

footsteps. Melanie will be taking 

over as consultant of the Bishops 

Waltham Slimming World Group, 

at 6pm on Tuesday Evenings. 
 

Carole Harris

 

 

WICKHAM SURGERY 

Wickham Surgery is pleased to 

announce the launch of their new 

website. 

 

Please visit on ; 

www.wickhamsurgery.co.uk 

 

From this website you can: 

 

¶ Order repeat medication. 

¶ Inform us of any change in 
contact details i.e. Change of Ad-

dress. 

¶ Join our Virtual Patient Par-
ticipation group ï this will allow 

you to complete an online ques-

tionnaire about our services. 

Access useful information i.e. 

opening hours. 

http://www.wickhamsurgery.co.uk/
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Weôll keep on fighting the 

Fareham New Town 

Dear Editor,  

I write as a follow-up to the 

meeting held for Wickham 

residents in the Community Centre 

on 10th November where Fareham 

Borough Council presented their 

case for the 7,500 houses at the so-

called SDA (Strategic 

Development Area). 

But.......these are some of the facts 

they didnôt tell you at the meeting: 

¶ The houses are for a sub-

regional requirement since 

Farehamôs affordable housing 

needs do not justify a 

development of this scale. This 

was confirmed by the Planning 

Inspector! 

¶ Farehamôs own documents 

describe a population increase of 

24,000 people, mostly from in-

migration. This is a 22% increase 

over the next 20 years in an 

already overcrowded area. 

¶ If these houses are for the 
whole region ï why are there 

currently no plans for Wickham 

residents to be allowed to apply 

for any of the affordable housing. 

¶ The transport implications 

have yet to be modelled and so we 

do not know details of changes to 

the A32/M27 road layout. 

¶ We do not know how much 
traffic is likely to go north towards 

Wickham and the A32, but it is 

likely to be a massive increase. 

The M27 is already near to 

capacity without any additional 

development. 

¶ No other infrastructure needs 
such as water, sewage, schools, 

healthcare or policing have been 

costed and there is no agreement 

on who should or could pay. 

¶ There is no evidence of a 
green gap within Fareham 

Borough to separate the SDA from 

Wickham or Knowle. However, 

their plans are to protect all the 

green gaps between Farehamôs 

own towns and villages! 

The Government Inspector 

prevented Fareham from including 

the Business Park by junction 11 

of the M27 in the Core Strategy, 

because it might harmfully affect 

employment sites in other areas, 

because it is distinctly separate 

from the rest of the SDA and 

conflicts with plans for self-

containment, and because of the 

high sensitivity of the landscape at 

Portsdown Hill. 

 

The next stage is for Fareham BC 

to produce an Area Action Plan 

(AAP) which will need to specify 

some of this and will itself be put 

to a Planning Inspector. If you 

want to know more or get 

involved ... please get in touch on 

caroline.dibden@btinternet.com. 

Yours faithfully,  

Caroline Dibden 

CPRE Hampshire (Campaign to 

Protect Rural England) 

Charity number: 245967 

www.cprehampshire.org.uk 

 

MEON VALLEY 
Meon Valley U3Aôs programme 

of twice monthly illustrated talks 

on the theme ñHere and Thereò 

will continue through until April 

2012. 

Meeting at Wickham 

Community Centre, Mill Lane, 
at 2.00pm, the next four dates (all 

Tuesdays) are:- 

 

Dec   6  Journey to the Stars   

by Robin Gorman of the 

Hampshire Astronomical Group 

 

Dec 20 Poets and Poems of the      

 Sea   

by Bruce Nicholls, ex mariner, 

flag enthusiast and speaker. There 

will be Christmasy nibbles with 

the usual tea! 

 

2012 

Jan10    Tea with Dee: Authoring 

the East End   
by Dee Williams, popular author 

of books set in Londonôs East End 

 

Jan 24 Hampshire and Isle of 

Wight Air Ambulance  

 by a volunteer  speaker (to be 

announced) 

 

In addition to the talks, there are a 

number of small groups, whose 

members meet in each othersô 

houses, usually monthly. Current 

groupsô subjects include: reading; 

poetry; art; art appreciation, music 

appreciation; geology; walking. A 

bridge group is being planned. 

 

There is a small annual U3A 

membership subscription; new 

members, and visitors, are 

welcome. Enquiries to Secretary, 

Julia Field on 01489 891353. 

 

 

The U3A Geology Group studying the origins 

of St. Catherine's Hill 

mailto:caroline.dibden@btinternet.com
wlmailhtml:%7bD779E91B-433B-48E6-94B4-9E8AF8F58DB9%7dmid:/00000002/www.cprehampshire.org.uk
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Meon Valley Day Care Centre, 

Swanmore. 

The Centre is part of Age Concern 

Hampshire and is situated in 

Swanmore Village Hall, open all 

year. Monday, Tuesday and 

Friday. 

Our clients are physically or 

mentally frail older people who 

have been assessed by Hampshire 

County Council Adult Services as 

needing Day Care. 

 

AIMS 

We provide a care plan and 

individual objectives for each 

Service User which is tailored to 

meet the individual needs of each 

older person. Clients can enjoy 

and look forward to opportunities 

to improve health, well-being, 

confidence and quality of life. 

Support independence of daily 

living by maintaining essential 

skills. 

Provide dignified personal care, 

when required. 

Stimulate memory and mental 

activity with reminiscence,  

newspapers and appropriate 

quizzes. 

Encourage mobility and help 

prevent falls through exercise 

with trained instructors. 

Provide opportunities for social 

interaction via a choice of 

enjoyable activities that are fun! 

Ensure carers get a deserved and 

much needed break from caring. 

Our Centre is known for it`s happy 

and welcoming atmosphere. 

Relatives of loved ones who 

attend know they are in a safe and 

caring environment. 

 Transport and a midday meal are 

provided. 

We offer a variety of in house  

activities entertainment and 

different trips such as Pub lunches, 

a day out at Hill Head, and the 

Pantomime. 

We have highly trained and skilled 

staff who work in line to meet 

quality standards. 

For most people who attend it is 

nice to chat and socialise, as so 

many older people can become 

isolated. 

For Carers it can be respite which 

is often desperately needed. 

These are a selection of comments 

made by Service Users or Carers 

about The Day Care Centre. 

I look forward to Tuesday it gives 

me a purpose. 

It enables me to get out and meet 

others. 

I feel it has made me more 

sociable . 

It sets me up for the week. 

Gives me a few hours break to do 

what I want to do. 

I catch up on sleep. 

The break gives me a chance to 

meet up with friends for lunch. 

I enjoy some ñmeò time! 

If you think day care can help you,  

or someone you care for, please 

contact Hampshire County 

Council Adult Services 0845 

6035630, or ask your Doctor, 

or other Health Professional, to 

refer you. 

Visitors are welcome to see where 

we are or for a chat, please ring 

first. 01489 895855 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

We have had great fun this month 

playing outside in the leaves. The 

babies are particularly enjoying 

our bark area and everyone is 

making use of the outdoor covered 

classroom. We have collected 

leaves for our Autumn pictures, 

splashed paint everywhere for our 

firework craft and are now letting 

the children loose with the glitter 

as Christmas approaches!! 

 

Our Nativity rehearsals are going 

extremely well and the whole 

nursery are looking forward to the 

performance in the church on the 

12th of December. We even hope 

to have a duet from the 2 year old 

department!! 

                    

Some of the children had a chance 

to meet up with our local Member 

of Parliament at Tescoôs in 

Whitely where we were invited to 

receive a selection of goodies for 

taking part in the Tescoôs for 

schools voucher scheme. 

 

Donôt forget our Christmas Fayre 

on Thursday 8th December at 

4.00pm, come along and enjoy the 

stalls, have some refreshments and 

meet our special visitor, Father 

Christmas. 

 

Fairlands toddler group takes 

place on a Tuesday morning 

9.15am ï 10.45 am (Ã1.50 per 

adult) in our main Nursery. The 

toddlers also have use of the 

outdoor sandpit and our other 

outdoor facilities. Everybody is 

welcome and refreshments are 

provided. 

 

If you require any further 

information please donôt hesitate 

to contact us on 01329 834848 or 

email us at 
 admin@fairlandsnurseryschool.co.uk 
 

We would like to wish you all a 

very Happy Christmas and New 

Year 

 

 

Jo and Carol 

(Headteachers) 

mailto:admin@fairlandsnurseryschool.co.uk
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  WICKHAM 
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Wickham Centre, Mill Lane, Wickham, Hants. PO17 5AL 
Telephone: 01329 833688 E mail: wickhamcentre@btconnect.com 

www.wickhamcentre.org.uk     December Newsletter 
 

THE HUB CAFÉ. 

IS OPEN FOR 
BUSINESS 

8.45 am ï 2.00 pm 
TUESDAY - FRIDAY 

 
 

Sample Menu 
Tea/Coffee (mug) £1.00 
Full English Breakfast £4.75 
Toasted sandwich £2.50 
Beans on Toast £1.50 
Savoury sandwich £2.00 
Homemade Cake £1.00 
Scones: Cheese, Fruit & Plain 
Choc bars etc  
Coke etc .80p 

Very often we have a special at  
£1.00 or £1.50 

VOLUNTARY HELP 

IS DOING WELL 
But more is needed. 

Thank you for responding to our 
search for volunteers. In the last 
month, we have welcomed two new 
people at The Centre. But there is 
room for more.  

We have a range of jobs to do and if 
needed, we can offer training 
support. We can help to build a CV 
that shows your commitment to the 
community, which looks good on job 
applications. 

We have jobs in catering, 
property maintenance, admin-
istration, publicity, IT and 
community development work. 

Please contact Glenda or David for 
more information. 

 
 

SOLAR POWER COMES TO 
WICKHAM CENTRE 

Thanks to the efforts of Trustee 
John Warwick, The Centre has been 
able to install 52 solar panels on the 
front roof of the building. John was 
working hard on looking at the 
benefits of solar power, when the 
Government announced cut backs in 
the FIT allowance. The Trustees 
held an emergency meeting to 
discuss and debate the idea and 
unanimously decided that we should 
beat the deadline and go for green. 

The panels will produce up to 
10.kWp of energy to save a 
considerable amount on our power 
bill, as well as getting a return on the 
investment which will help towards 
the general running of The Centre. 

 
INVITATION TO SENIORS 

TO REMEMBER  
óTHE TIME OF YOUR LIFEô 

Wickham Centre is hosting a special 
TEA PARTY on Monday 5

th
 

December, 3.00 ï 5.00 pm. 
The menu will be based on the 
rationing period (but no powdered 
egg!) and will look back at the 40ôs 
and 50ôs, with entertainment and 
memorabilia. 
If you would like to join us, please 
give the Centre a ring, so that we 
can cater for you. Donôt be shy take 
a trip down memory lane. 
 

 
FAREHAM HOUSING 

PLANS PRESENTATION 

óNOT GOOD FOR 
WICKHAMô 

After much pressure from Wickham 
Parish Council, Fareham Council 
Leader, Sean Woodward, brought 
his road show to us, to present plans 
for the massive development of 
7500 homes between Fareham and 
Wickham. His smooth presentation 
looked quite reasonable ï until the 
residents of Wickham turned the 
spotlight on the weaknesses of his 
argument. 

Fareham is determined to build a 
town the size of Petersfield, starting 
at the top of Hoads Hill. And there is 
not a lot that we can do about it.  

Cllr. Woodwardôs argument is that 
the new town has to be big enough 
to sustain an infrastructure of 
schools, shops and public buildings. 
But he failed to satisfy the meeting 
that this area can cope with such a 
massive demand on resources. 

The weakness shows that they will 
need to do a lot of work and 
consultation in the next two years, 
particularly about the infrastructure, 
of roads, services and environment, 
none of which has been properly 
considered yet. 

The meeting got the impression that 
Fareham is not interested in what 
happens to the North of them.  

There will be another public enquiry 
to check on the infrastructure issues 
and we must make sure that our 
area is not left out of consideration.  

Mike Carter has done tremendous 
work in keeping our Parish Council 
and the public informed on the 
proceedings. Please support him 
and his team.  

IT IS YOUR COMMUNITY. PLEASE 
SUPPORT THE TEAM THAT 
REPRESENTS YOUR VIEWS. 

  WICKHAM 

  Community Association 
Wickham Centre, Mill Lane, Wickham, Hants. PO17 5AL 

Telephone: 01329 833688 E mail: wickhamcentre@btconnect.com 

Charity Commission Reg. No. 1090544  Supported by                         and 

Companies House Reg. No. 4329669  Hampshire County Council       Wickham Parish Council 

VAT Reg. No. 787 4273 82 

mailto:wickhamcentre@btconnect.com
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December 
Sat 3rd  

Menôs Breakfast Club 08.00 

 Dystonia Ass          14.00   

Mon 5th  

Spinners & Weavers 11.00 

Circle Dancing  19.30 

Tues 6th 

Brownies   16.45 

History Society  19.30 

Wed 7th 

Lunch Club 12.00 

Sat 10th 

Private Party  14.00 

Mon 12th 

Spinners & Weavers 11.00 

Circle Dancing  19.30 

Tues 13th 

Brownies   16.45 

Wed 14th 

Lunch Club 12.00 

Wickham Wives  19.30 

Mon 19th 

Spinners & Weavers 11.00 

Light Railway Assoc. 19.30 

 

 

Tues 20th 

Brownies   16.45 

Wed 21st 

Engineers Assoc.  19.30 

January  
Tues 3rd 

Brownies   16.45 

Weds 4th 

Lunch Club 12.00 

Fri 6th 

St. Nicholas Art Group 14.00 

Sat 7th 

Menôs Breakfast Club 08.00 

Mon 9th 

Spinners & Weavers 11.00 

Tues 10th 

Brownies   16.45 

Wed 11th 

Lunch Club 12.00 

Fri 13th 

St. Nicholas Art Group 14.00 

Mon 16th 

Spinners & Weavers 11.00 

Light Railway Assoc. 19.30 

Tues 17th 

Brownies   16.45 

 

Wed 18th 

Lunch Club 12.00 

Engineers Assoc.  19.30 

 

Fri 20th 

St. Nicholas Art Group 14.00 

Sat 21st 

C. Cave   11.30 

Mon 23rd 

Spinners & Weavers 11.00 

Tues 24th 

Brownies   16.45 

Wed 25th 

Lunch Club 12.00 

Fri 27th 

St. Nicholas Art Group 14.00 

Mon 30th 

Spinners & Weavers 11.00 

Tues 31st 

Brownies   16.45 

 February 
Wed 1st 

Lunch Club   12.00 

Fri 3rd 

St. Nicholas Art Group 14.00 

Sat 4th 

Menôs Breakfast Club  08.00 

 

CHURCH ROOM DIARY FOR DECEMBER 2010 AND JANUARY 2012 

Sue Rogerï Jones, retiring Chair of Governors of 

Wickham C of E Primary School 


