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The United Benefice of St John the Baptist, Shedfield and St Nicholas, Wickham 

Being church at home:  

Lent 5, Passion Sunday: 29th March 2020, 10.00am 
The coronavirus crisis has made it necessary for the Church of England to suspend all public 

acts of worship.  The ministry team has created this short act of worship for you to use at 

home, in the anticipation that it will help you to spend a few moments quietly with God and 

encourage us all to know that we are sharing this service with each other. Perhaps you could 

find a quiet and comfortable place in which to worship, and light a candle as a focus for 

prayer and reflection?  You may like to have your Bible by you, or to have easy access to 

your preferred online Bible version.  

 

Call to worship 

Grace and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Holy and loving God, I come to worship you, remembering that I am a part of 

your Church in this community and that I am not alone.  Help me to worship 

you in spirit and in truth.  Amen. 

 

Hymn: Come down, O Love divine  
Sing/read/pray the words or listen to it here:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6HPKL1wOVXk&list=RD6HPKL1wOVXk&start_radio=1 

 

1    Come down, O Love divine, 

      seek thou this soul of mine, 

 and visit it with thine own ardour glowing: 

 O Comforter, draw near, 

 within my heart appear, 

 and kindle it, thy holy flame bestowing. 

 

2    O let it freely burn 

 ’til earthly passions turn 

 to dust and ashes in its heat consuming; 

 and let thy glorious light 

 shine ever on my sight,  

 and clothe me round, the while my path illuming. 

       

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6HPKL1wOVXk&list=RD6HPKL1wOVXk&start_radio=1
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3    Let holy charity 

 mine outward vesture be, 

 and lowliness become mine inner clothing; 

 true lowliness of heart,  

 which takes the humbler part, 

 and o’er its own shortcomings weeps with loathing. 

 

4    And so the yearning strong, 

 with which the soul will long,  

 shall far outpass the pow’r of human telling: 

 nor can we guess its grace 

 ’til we become the place 

 wherein the Holy Spirit makes his dwelling. 
     Words: Biano da Siena (d 1434, trans R F Littledale)  Tune: R Vaughan Williams (1872–1958)  
 

We pray together 

Holy and loving God, all life comes from you. 

Nothing is too large or too small for you to hold in your care. 
 

As we remember this, we give you thanks and praise. 
(Take a few moments to name the things for which you are thankful...) 

 

As we remember this, remind us that we are held by you in love. 

Help us in our anxious thoughts in this time of deep uncertainty. 
(Take a few moments to name the things about which you are anxious…) 

 

Help us in our day-to-day lives. 
(Take a few moments to name the things with which you are struggling…) 

 

We recognise that at times we are selfish and close our heart to you. 
(Take a few moments to name the things for which you are sorry…) 

 

We know that you are always faithful, merciful, gracious and forgiving. 
(Silence…)  

 

May the God of love forgive us and free us from our sins, 

heal and strengthen us by his Spirit, 

and raise us to new life in Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
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Collect for Lent 5/Passion Sunday 

Lord Jesus Christ, 

you humbled yourself in taking the form of a servant, 

and in obedience died on the cross for our salvation: 

give us the mind to follow you 

and proclaim you as Lord and King, 

to the glory of God the Father. 

Amen. 

. 

The Gospel reading for today: John 11.1–45  

http://bible.oremus.org/ 

 

Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying 

against it. 39Jesus said, ‘Take away the stone.’ Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to 

him, ‘Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead for four days.’ 40Jesus said to 

her, ‘Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?’ 41So they took 

away the stone. And Jesus looked upwards and said, ‘Father, I thank you for having heard 

me. 42I knew that you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing 

here, so that they may believe that you sent me.’ 43When he had said this, he cried with a 

loud voice, ‘Lazarus, come out!’ 44The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with 

strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, ‘Unbind him, and let him 

go.’ (John 11.38–44 )   

 

Time to reflect – with Stephen Campion, authorised lay minister 

John’s Gospel is the only one that tells the account of Jesus raising Lazarus from the dead. 

But as with all the recorded miracles told in all four of the Gospels performed by Jesus 

during His ministry, we are left with more questions than answers. 

Did Jesus really bring Lazarus back from death to live again? Did he really transform water 

into wine? Did he really feed five thousand people from just a few fish and loaves of bread? 

And in this period of Lent we may well ask whether Jesus really did meet his agonising death 

on the cross only then to be resurrected on Easter Day to live again and be with us today? 

I remember many years ago watching a debate on television between the then Archbishop 

of Canterbury and a leading atheist; it was so long ago I can’t recall their names! But the 

essential point between them remains as valid today as it was then. 

‘Can you prove Jesus is the Son of God and His miracles really happened?’ asked the atheist. 

‘Can you prove otherwise?’ replied the Archbishop. 

 

http://bible.oremus.org/
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It reminded me of visitors going round an exhibition of modern art. Some very quickly 

decided that one particular painting was complete nonsense and walked away. But others 

took time to examine the same painting carefully. Some admired it for the artistic skill of the 

painter, others for its colour and texture, while others found the composition was 

meaningful and open to many interpretations. 

Some also looked carefully and, try as they might, could not understand what the artist was 

seeking to convey. But at least they tried, and, unlike some, did not dismiss the painting out 

of hand.  

If you look again at this passage in John’s Gospel you might simply think it complete 

nonsense. No one can bring the dead back to life, you might say, and walk away. 

You might, though, take a more careful look and see through the words to find that the real 

picture is not one of Jesus simply bringing Lazarus back from the dead. 

Substitute Lazarus with ourselves and you might find that this Gospel passage is about how 

our love of Jesus can raise us to new life, if we want him to. 

Can I prove it? No. Can anyone disprove it? No. But before we come to a definitive answer 

the least we can do is look hard at the story and what it means and not simply walk away.  

 

A time for prayer 
Loving God, we pray for your world: 
for the leaders making difficult decisions as every day brings new changes. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for our nation: 
that decisions are made with wisdom and care for the benefit of all. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for our villages: 
for all who live in our communities, giving thanks for the neighbourliness, love 
and support that we are sharing; 
for all who are frightened and are separated from their family and their 
friends. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for frontline workers: 
doctors, nurses, paramedics, carers, shop workers, refuse collectors, postal 
workers, delivery drivers… (Take a few moments to name those frontline workers 

known to you.)  
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We pray for ourselves and our loved ones: 
for God’s care and protection;  
for courage in the face of challenge and change. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
A prayer for those affected by coronavirus: Covid 19 

Keep us, good Lord, 

under the shadow of your mercy. 

Sustain and support the anxious, 

be with those who care for the sick, 

and lift up all who are brought low; 

that we may find comfort 

knowing that nothing can separate us from your love 

in Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Loving Father, 
Guide me in all I do and say – that it might reflect your love for the world. 
Through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory; 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
Song: O for a thousand tongues to sing 
Sing/read/pray the words or listen to it here: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X-dEfvz6Vms 

 

1 O for a thousand tongues to sing 

 my dear Redeemer’s praise, 

 my dear Redeemer’s praise, 

 the glories of my God and King, 

 the triumphs of his grace.  (x3) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X-dEfvz6Vms
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2 Jesus!  The name that charms our fears, 

 that bids our sorrows cease, 

 that bids our sorrows cease; 

 ’tis music to the sinner’s ears, 

 ’tis life and health and peace. (x3) 

 

3 He breaks the pow’r of cancelled sin, 

 he sets the pris’ner free, 

 he sets the pris’ner free; 

 his blood can make the foulest clean; 

 his blood availed for me.  (x3) 

 

4 He speaks, and list’ning to his voice, 

 new life the dead receive, 

 new life the dead receive; 

 the mournful broken hearts rejoice, 

 the humble poor believe.  (x3) 

 

5 My gracious Master and my God, 

 assist me to proclaim, 

 assist me to proclaim 

 and spread through all the earth abroad 

 the honours of thy name.  (x3) 
Words: C Wesley (1707–1788)  Tune: T Jarman (1776–1861) 
 

A prayer of blessing 

Lord, may I know the deep peace of God 

who loves me. 

May I bear the burden of my worries and my fears 

knowing that Jesus bears the load with me. 

May I show in my words and my life the wisdom and peace that the Spirit 

brings to me, confident in your promise of resurrection hope and new life.  

Amen. 

 
Notes: This service draws on material used in New Patterns for Worship (Church House Publishing, 

2008); and material prepared by The Methodist Church Ministries: Vocations and Worship, March 

2020 and Sunday Self-service: RSCM, March 2020. 


