
1 
 

The United Benefice of St John the Baptist, Shedfield and St Nicholas, Wickham 

Being Church at Home  

Evensong during May 2020 
Whether you come to church once a week, once in a while or once in a lifetime – welcome.  

At this time when our churches are closed, the Benefice Ministry team is offering a variety 

of especially-prepared online services for morning worship on Sundays.  ‘Usually’, a service 

of sung evensong led by the parish choirs takes place on one Sunday each month at both St 

Nicholas Church, Wickham and St John the Baptist Church, Shedfield. The services attract 

very loyal congregations and we hope that this opportunity to share online in the peace and 

quiet of evening prayer and favourite evening hymns will be welcomed by evensong 

‘regulars’ and newcomers alike.  The service (which is intentionally simple in format and 

layout to enable it to be easily printed out) will stay on the website for the whole of May to 

enable you to choose which Sunday you share in it.   

Opening sentence 

O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness:  
let the whole earth stand in awe of him.      
Psalm 96.9 
 
 
Hymn: Praise, my soul, the King of heaven 
Sing or follow the words at:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sx1eMwlDFb8 
 

1 Praise, my soul, the King of heaven! 
 To his feet thy tribute bring; 
 ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven, 
 who like me his praise should sing? 
 Praise him!  Praise him!   Praise him!  Praise him! 
 Praise the everlasting King! 
 
2 Praise him for his grace and favour 
 to our fathers in distress; 
 praise him still the same as ever, 
 slow to chide and swift to bless. 
 Praise him!  Praise him!  Praise him!  Praise him! 
 Glorious in his faithfulness. 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sx1eMwlDFb8
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3 Father-like, he tends and spares us; 
 well our feeble frame he knows; 
 in his hands he gently bears us, 
 rescues us from all our foes. 
 Praise him!  Praise him!  Praise him!  Praise him! 
 Widely as his mercy flows. 
 
4 Angels, help us to adore him; 
 ye behold him face to face; 
 sun and moon, bow down before him, 
 dwellers all in time and space. 
 Praise him!  Praise him!  Praise him!  Praise him! 
 Praise with us the God of grace! 
 Words: H F Lyte (1793–1847)  Tune: J Goss (1800–1880)      

   

 

The General Confession 
Almighty and most merciful Father,  
we have erred and strayed from thy ways like lost sheep; 
we have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts;  
we have offended against thy holy laws; 
 we have left undone those things which we ought to have done,  
and we have done those things which we ought not to have done,  
and there is no health in us. 
But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us miserable offenders;  
spare thou them, O God, which confess their faults; 
restore thou them that are penitent,  
according to thy promises declared unto mankind in Christ Jesu our Lord. 
And grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake,  
that we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life,  
to the glory of thy holy Name.  
Amen. 
 

Grant, we beseech thee, merciful Lord,  
to thy faithful people pardon and peace,  
that they may be cleansed from our sins,  
and serve thee with a quiet mind;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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O Lord, open thou our lips; 
and our mouths shall show forth thy praise. 
 

O God, make speed to save us; 
O Lord, make haste to help us. 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end.  Amen. 
 

Praise ye the Lord; 
the Lord’s name be praised. 
 

 
Psalm 29 

1     Ascribe to the Lord, you powers of heaven; 
 ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. 
 

2     Ascribe to the Lord the honour due to his name;   
worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness. 
  

 3 The voice of the Lord is upon the waters:  
  the God of glory thunders;   

the Lord is upon the mighty waters. 
  

 4     The voice of the Lord is mighty in operation;   
the voice of the Lord is a glorious voice. 
  

 5     The voice of the Lord breaks the cedar trees;   
the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon; 
  

 6     He makes Lebanon skip like a calf;   
and Sirion like a young wild ox. 
  

 7     The voice of the Lord splits the flash of lightning: 
the voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness;   
the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. 
  

 8  The voice of the Lord makes the oak trees writhe  

  and strips the forests bare;   
in his temple all cry, ‘Glory!’ 
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 9     The Lord sits enthroned above the water flood;   
the Lord sits enthroned as King for evermore. 
  

  10   The Lord shall give strength to his people;   
  the Lord shall give his people the blessing of peace. 

 

          Glory to the Father, and to the Son: 
 and to the Holy Ghost; 
 as it was in the beginning is now, and ever shall be; 
 world without end.  Amen. 
 

 
A Reading from the Old Testament – Ecclesiastes 3.1–6 
For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven:  
2 a time to be born, and a time to die; 
a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted;  
3 a time to kill, and a time to heal; 
a time to break down, and a time to build up;  
4 a time to weep, and a time to laugh; 
a time to mourn, and a time to dance;  
5 a time to throw away stones, and a time to gather stones together; 
a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing;  
6 a time to seek, and a time to lose; 
a time to keep, and a time to throw away. 
 

 
Magnificat   
My soul doth magnify the Lord: 
and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 
For he hath regarded: 
the lowliness of his hand-maiden. 
For behold, from henceforth: 
all generations shall call me blessed. 
For he that is mighty hath magnified me: 
and holy is his Name. 
And his mercy is on them that fear him: 
throughout all generations. 
He hath shewed strength with his arm: 
he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 
He hath put down the mighty from their seat: 
and hath exalted the humble and meek. 
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He hath filled the hungry with good things: 
and the rich he hath sent empty away. 
He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel: 
as he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed for ever. 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: 
and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: 
world without end.   
Amen. 
  

 
A Reading from the New Testament: Ephesians 2.11–end 
So then, remember that at one time you Gentiles by birth, called ‘the uncircumcision’ 
by those who are called ‘the circumcision’ – a physical circumcision made in the flesh 
by human hands – 12remember that you were at that time without Christ, being 
aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, 
having no hope and without God in the world.  
 
13But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the 
blood of Christ. 14For he is our peace; in his flesh he has made both groups into one 
and has broken down the dividing wall, that is, the hostility between us. 15He has 
abolished the law with its commandments and ordinances, so that he might create in 
himself one new humanity in place of the two, thus making peace, 16and might 
reconcile both groups to God in one body through the cross, thus putting to death 
that hostility through it.  
 
17So he came and proclaimed peace to you who were far off and peace to those who 
were near; 18for through him both of us have access in one Spirit to the Father. 19So 
then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are citizens with the saints and 
also members of the household of God, 20built upon the foundation of the apostles 
and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the cornerstone.  21In him the whole 
structure is joined together and grows into a holy temple in the Lord; 22in whom you 
also are built together spiritually into a dwelling-place for God. 
 

 
Nunc Dimittis  
Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace: 
according to thy word. 
For mine eyes have seen thy salvation: 
which thou hast prepared before the face of all people. 
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles:  
and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 
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Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: 
and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: 
world without end.   
Amen. 
 
 
The Apostles' Creed 

I believe in God the Father Almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth: 
 
and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,  
born of the Virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, dead, and buried:  
he descended into hell;  
the third day he rose again from the dead;  
he ascended into heaven,  
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;  
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Ghost;  
the holy catholic Church;  
the Communion of Saints;  
the forgiveness of sins;  
the resurrection of the body,  
and the Life everlasting.   
Amen. 
 
 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 

 
Our Father, which art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy Name; 
thy kingdom come;  
thy will be done; 
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in earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive them that trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil.   
Amen. 
 

 

O Lord, show thy mercy upon us; 
and grant us thy salvation. 
 

O Lord, save the Queen; 
and mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 
 

Endue thy ministers with righteousness; 
and make thy chosen people joyful. 
 

O Lord, save thy people; 
and bless thine inheritance. 
 

Give peace in our time, O Lord; 
because there is none other that fighteth for us,  
but only thou, O God. 
 

O God. make clean our hearts within us; 
and take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 
 

 
The Collect for the Fourth Sunday of Easter 

O almighty God,  
who alone canst order the unruly wills and affections of sinful men;  
grant unto thy people,  
that they may love the thing which thou commandest,  
and desire that which thou dost promise;  
that so, among the sundry and manifold changes of the world,  
our hearts may surely there be fixed,  
where true joys are to be found;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord.   
Amen. 
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The Second Collect at Evening Prayer 

O God,  
from whom all holy desires,  
all good counsels,  
and all just works do proceed:  
give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give;  
that both our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments,  
and also that by thee we being defended from the fear of our enemies  
may pass our time in rest and quietness;  
through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour.   
Amen.   

The Third Collect, for aid against all perils  
Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord;  
and by thy great mercy  
defend us from all perils and dangers of this night;  
for the love of thy only Son,  
our Saviour, Jesus Christ.   
Amen.  
 
 
Anthem: ‘Christ is our cornerstone’ (Commissioned in 2015,’Christ is our cornerstone’ 

is by Philip Stopford (b. 1977), with words translated from an eighth-century Latin text.) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u4qc7zrqZhI 

 
 
Reflection: Stephen Campion, authorised lay minister in the United Benefice of 

Shedfield and Wickham 
Scholars are divided as to whether it was King Solomon who wrote the Book of 
Ecclesiastes. But set in the section of the Old Testament devoted to poetry and 
wisdom, it is not perhaps surprising that a wise person is said to have ‘the wisdom of 
Solomon’.  I am reminded of the many times in Dad’s Army when Sergeant Wilson 
replies to Captain Mainwaring, in response to many of his ill-thought out orders to 
the Home Guard, ‘Do you think that’s wise, Sir?’. 
 
What is wisdom? And how can we apply it to a Christian philosophy? In a troubled 
world such as ours, with the Coronavirus being one but by no means the only 
challenge we face, it seems to me that wisdom is indeed contained in those words of 
the Book of Ecclesiastes. 
Life is not Utopia; there are times between birth and death when we have to 
confront the realities of the world. There will be a time to mourn, for sorrow, to 
weep; just as there will be a time to dance, for joy and laughter.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u4qc7zrqZhI
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In Old Testament times, when Ecclesiastes was written, there may well have been a 
time to kill. But times have changed since then – and yet the argument still continues 
as to whether killing can ever be justified. 
 
But wisdom is surely to accept that whatever life throws at us, we learn how to deal 
with those challenges. Do we ignore them, bury our heads in the sand, complain that 
others should have done better and pretend that we have all the answers?  Such 
responses seem better consigned to the foolish. The wiser approach may just be 
found in the words of St Paul, in his letter to the Ephesians:  ‘Jesus came and 
preached peace to those who were far away and peace to those who were near.  For 
through him we both have access to the Father by one Spirit.’ 
 
Far from me to paraphrase the words of St Paul, but I think he is saying that 
whatever divides us, whatever opposing views we may have, whatever difficulties – 
and indeed, challenges – we face, we can find peace by uniting in the love of God. 
That seems to me a wise thing to say.  Amen. 
 
 

Hymn: Abide with me 
Sing at: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=deJDkU6qiGE 
 

1 Abide with me, fast falls the eventide: 
 the darkness deepens; Lord with me abide: 
 when other helpers fail, and comforts flee, 
 help of the helpless, O abide with me. 
 
2 Swift to its close ebbs out life’s little day; 
 earth’s joys grow dim, its glories pass away; 
 change and decay in all around I see; 
 O thou who changest not, abide with me. 
 
3 I need they presence ev’ry passing hour; 
 what but thy grace can foil the tempter’s pow’r? 
 Who like thyself my guide and stay can be? 
 Through cloud and sunshine, Lord, abide with me. 
 
 
4 I fear no foe with thee at hand to bless; 
 ills have no weight, and tears no bitterness. 
 Where is death’s sting?  Where, grave, thy victory? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=deJDkU6qiGE
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 I triumph still, if thou abide with me. 
 
5 Hold thou thy cross before my closing eyes; 
 shine through the gloom, and point me to the skies; 
 heav’n’s morning breaks, and earth’s vain shadows flee; 
 in life, in death, O Lord, abide with me. 

 Words: H F Lye (1793–1847)  Tune: W H Monk (1823–1889)     
 
 

 
Prayers 

We pray tonight for the lonely, the homeless, those in hospital and especially 
for those suffering from the coronavirus pandemic. We pray for those caring 
for them and for medical scientists working towards finding a vaccine.  
 
We pray that our Prime Minister, Government, and all politicians will be guided 
in wisdom as they decide our future; and we pray for our church leaders that 
they may inspire our faith and spiritual well-being. We pray for our own 
communities and friends that we may overcome the limitations on our lives, 
remembering those alone and vulnerable at this time. 
 
As we commemorate the 75th anniversary of VE Day, we remember the service 
and commitment of those who serve in our armed forces during WW2, for 
those who supported them and for their families.  We pray for all who suffer as 
a result of conflict.  And we pray for all members of the armed forces serving 
today, their families and friends, and all who pray for their safe return. 
 
May brings Christian Aid Week, and as we pray for the Christian Aid’s workers 
and supporters, we remember aid agencies around the world as they strive to 
encourage sustainable and life-changing community initiatives. 
 
A Prayer of Saint Chrysostom 
Almighty God,  
who hast given us grace at this time with one accord  
to make our common supplications unto thee;  
and dost promise that when two or three  
are gathered together in thy Name  
thou wilt grant their requests:  
fulfil now, O Lord, the desires and petitions of thy servants,  
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as may be most expedient for them;  
granting us in this world knowledge of thy truth,  
and in the world to come life everlasting.  
Amen. 
 
 
Hymn:  The day thou gavest, Lord, is ended 
Sing at:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pigh8VHr-ZE 
 

1 The day thou gavest, Lord, is ended: 
 the darkness falls at thy behest; 
 to thee our morning hymns ascended; 
 thy praise shall sanctify our rest. 
 
2 We thank thee that thy Church unsleeping, 
 while earth rolls onward into light, 
 through all the world her watch is keeping, 
 and rests not now by day or night. 
 
3 As o’er each continent and island 
 the dawn leads on another day, 
 the voice of prayer is ever silent, 
 nor dies the strain of prayer away. 
 
4 The sun that bids us rest is waking 
 our brethren ’neath the western sky, 
 and hour by hour fresh lips are making 
 thy wondrous doings heard on high. 
 
5 So be it, Lord, thy throne shall never, 
 like earth’s proud empires, pass away; 
 thy kingdom stands, and grow for ever, 
 ’til all thy creatures own thy sway. 
 Words: J Ellerton (1826–1893)  Tune: C C Scholefield  (1839–1904)     
 

 
 
 
The Grace 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pigh8VHr-ZE
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The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,  
and the love of God, 
and the fellowship of the Holy Ghost, 
be with us all, evermore.   
Amen. 
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