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The United Benefice of St John the Baptist, Shedfield and St Nicholas, Wickham 

 

 

 

Being Church Together – At Church and At Home  

Sunday 20th September, 2020 

 

Trinity 15 - Harvest Festival 
 

 

 
At church or at home, we’re being church, together 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Although churches may now be opened for private prayer and public worship, 
the continuing coronavirus crisis, you may not be able to attend services in our 
church buildings. The ministry team has created this short act of worship for 
you to use at home, in the anticipation that it will help the whole worshipping 
community, wherever we may be, to spend time together with God and to 
encourage us all to know that we are sharing this service with each other. In 
church, a candle will be lit at the beginning of the service as we pray for those 
who are unable to be with us in person: perhaps if you are worshipping with us 
at home, you might light a candle too, as a focus for this time of shared prayer 
and reflection? 
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Welcome!  
This morning the theme of our service is Harvest. It may not be our usual 
Harvest Festival, we can’t bring our gifts up to the altar and we are unable to 
hold a Harvest Supper this year;  but even in these unprecedented times we can 
reflect on the gifts of God’s harvest in our unusual world.  
 
Revd Ruth 
 

 

At the start of the service in church we will be lighting the Paschal candle. You 

are invited to light a candle at the start of our service to share with those who 

are church.  

 

Call to worship 

Lord of life, you have called us together in the name of Jesus Christ.  
We come from our scattered lives to worship you as a community, 
whether here at home or in church. 
We come to seek unity in the Spirit, 
the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and the peace of God the Father. 
God’s people are gathered, 
Let us worship him together.  
Amen. 
 

Reading from Psalm 65 
You visit the earth and water it; you make it very plenteous. 
The river of God is full of water;  you prepare grain for your people,   
for so you provide for the earth. 
 
You drench the furrows and smooth out the ridges;   
you soften the ground with showers and bless its increase. 
 
You crown the year with your goodness,   
and your paths overflow with plenty. 
 
May the pastures of the wilderness flow with goodness   
and the hills be girded with joy. 
 
May the meadows be clothed with flocks of sheep   
and the valleys stand so thick with corn that they shall laugh and sing. 
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We pray together and ask for forgiveness 

At times we forget to do what God asks us to do or we do not listen when he 
speaks to us – sometimes on purpose, sometimes in weakness, sometimes 
because we don’t understand what we are being asked to do.   
 
Let’s be still for a moment as we ask for God’s forgiveness.  

 

God our Father, we are sorry 
for the times when we have used your gifts carelessly, 
and acted ungratefully. 
Hear our prayer, and in your mercy: 
Forgive us and help us. 
 
We enjoy the fruits of the harvest, 
but sometimes forget that you have given them to us. 
Father, in your mercy: 
Forgive us and help us. 
 
We belong to a people who are full and satisfied, 
but ignore the cry of the hungry. 
Father, in your mercy: 
Forgive us and help us. 
 
We are thoughtless, 
and do not care enough for the world you have made. 
Father, in your mercy: 
Forgive us and help us. 
 
We store up goods for ourselves alone, 
as if there were no God and no heaven. 
Father, in your mercy: 
Forgive us and help us. 
 
May God who loved the world so much  

that he sent his Son to be our Saviour 

forgive us our sins, 

open our eyes to God’s truth, 

strengthen us to do God’s will 

and give us the joy of his kingdom 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  
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A Collect for harvest 

Eternal God, 
you crown the year with your goodness 
and you give us the fruits of the earth in their season: 
grant that we may use them to your glory, 
for the relief of those in need and for our own well-being, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
 
 
This morning’s reading 
 
Matthew 20 1-16 
1‘For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the 
morning to hire labourers for his vineyard. 2 After agreeing with the labourers 
for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard. 3 When he went out 
about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the market-place; 4 and he 
said to them, “You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is 
right.” So they went. 5 When he went out again about noon and about three 
o’clock, he did the same. 6 And about five o’clock he went out and found others 
standing around; and he said to them, “Why are you standing here idle all 
day?” 7 They said to him, “Because no one has hired us.” He said to them, “You 
also go into the vineyard.” 8 When evening came, the owner of the vineyard 
said to his manager, “Call the labourers and give them their pay, beginning 
with the last and then going to the first.” 9 When those hired about five o’clock 
came, each of them received the usual daily wage. 10 Now when the first came, 
they thought they would receive more; but each of them also received the 
usual daily wage. 11 And when they received it, they grumbled against the 
landowner, 12 saying, “These last worked only one hour, and you have made 
them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching 
heat.” 13 But he replied to one of them, “Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did 
you not agree with me for the usual daily wage? 14 Take what belongs to you 
and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to you. 15 Am I not 
allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious 
because I am generous?” 16 So the last will be first, and the first will be last.’ 
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Time to reflect – Revd Dr Ruth Howlett-Shipley 
 

The reading today is the reading set for Trinity 15 but is also particularly apt as 

we celebrate harvest today.  

When we talk of harvest we tend to think of a farmer harvesting crops in the 

fields and may have an image of produce being brought into church to 

celebrate. But the word ‘harvest’ can have other uses; we may hear about 

harvesting data, harvesting rainwater and other natural resources or 

harvesting organs or cells for transplantation.  The same word can be used in 

different ways. In the same way the parable that we heard today can be 

interpreted in many different ways.  

You don’t have to spend very long watching children play before you hear one 

of them complain that ‘It’s not fair!’ Children have an innate sense of fairness 

(well maybe not when they want the biggest half of a cake!).  

Adults also want fairness because it gives us some assurance of order, 

predictability and control. Fairness is based on what you deserve, how hard 

you work, what you achieve, the way you behave. Fairness forms the basis of 

rewards and punishment in our society. But is this the only way? 

It has been a difficult year for farmers this year. The year started with too 

much water and severe flooding in many areas, followed by too little water as 

we experienced prolonged long periods with no rain.  There have been 

difficulties finding people to work in the fields; whether that is due to Brexit or 

to the coronavirus.  Throughout all this the farmers have continued to work 

just as hard as usual, if not harder to bring in the best harvest they can.  Is it 

fair that even though they have worked just as hard this year their harvest is 

smaller?  

Jesus asks who to think about what would happen if, instead of judging people 

or circumstances on the basis of fairness, we base our assessment on love, 

acceptance, forgiveness and generosity? What if we base our lives on the 

principle of grace?  

It would certainly turn the world upside down; but that is what Jesus does so 

often. He tells us that the last will be first, and the first will be last. And that is 

exactly what happened in this parable. Those who were recruited last were 

paid first, and were received far more than they expected. Those who were 

recruited first, who had worked longer, were made to wait until last before 



6 
 

 

they were paid. But instead of earning more, they too were paid the normal 

daily rate; exactly what they were expecting when they started work but less 

than they thought was fair based on what they had seen others being paid.  

Both the first and the last are made equal, the last are made first and he first 

are made the same. That doesn’t necessarily sit very well with the workers 

who lived, like us, in a world that says that the last are last and the first are first 

because they deserve it; because it is fair! 

It has been suggested that this parable reflects the tension between Jews and 

Gentiles in the early church. Jewish Christians asked why gentile converts 

should receive the same reward as them who had followed the Law since birth. 

In the same way Christians sometimes feel resentful that whilst they may have 

been faithful all their life, someone who makes a deathbed conversion. 

Shouldn’t they reap what they have sown in their lives?   

But our human understanding is not the same in the kingdom of God where 

grace takes priority over fairness. Grace looks beyond our productivity, our 

appearance, our ethnicity, our accomplishments, our failures. God recognises 

that there is more about us than what we have done, or left undone.  

In the parable the vineyard owner tells the workers, ‘I choose to give to this 

last the same as I give to you. Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what 

belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am generous?’.   

God gives to us, not what we deserve, but what he chooses to give us and all 

he asks of us is to be open to receive his love and grace in our lives. And we 

need to celebrate this.   

Like the workers recruited at the end of the day I am very grateful that God 

does not reward us on the basis of fairness. I am very conscious that I receive 

far more from God than I have earned, far more than I could ever deserve, far 

more than I have a right to ask and hope for! But that is what God’s harvest is 

for us; he gives his gifts freely to us and we should give thanks.   

Amen. 
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Hymn: We plough the fields and scatter 
Although congregational singing is still not allowed due to coronavirus 
restrictions, for the first time since March, in church we will be welcoming back 
a few members of our choir who will be singing the traditional Harvest hymn, 
‘We plough the fields and scatter’.  I do hope that you will be able to join with 
us all and read the words, or better still, joining with them in singing: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ha628Pj_Rns 

We plough the fields and scatter 
the good seed on the land, 
but it is fed and watered 
by God’s almighty hand. 
He sends the snow in winter, 
the warmth to swell the grain, 
the breezes, and the sunshine, 
and soft, refreshing rain. 
 
All good gifts around us are sent from heav’n above; 
then thank the Lord, oh, thank the Lord, 
for all His love. 
 
He only is the Maker 
of all things near and far.  
He paints the wayside flower, 
he lights the evening star. 
The winds and waves obey Him, 
by Him the birds are fed. 
Much more to us, his children, 
he gives our daily bread.        

All good gifts around us… 
 
We thank thee then, O Father, 
for all things bright and good; 
the seedtime and the harvest, 
our life, our health, our food. 
No gifts have we to offer 
for all thy love imparts, 
but that which thou desirest, 
our humble, thankful hearts. 

All good gifts around us…. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ha628Pj_Rns
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A time of prayer  

Let us remind ourselves of how we all belong together through the things in 

which we believe, as at home and in church we say: 

 

We believe in God the Father, 

from whom every family 

in heaven and on earth is named. 

We believe in God the Father. 

 

We believe in God the Son, 

who lives in our hearts through faith, 

and fills us with his love. 

We believe in God the Son. 

 

We believe in God the Holy Spirit, 

who strengthens us 

with power from on high. 

We believe in God the Holy Spirit. 

We believe in one God, 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

We believe in one God, 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

 

As we are gathered together, at home and at church, let us pray for the Church 

and the world and, at this harvest time, let us thank God for his goodness.   

 
Generous God, we will trust in your goodness. 

For the gifts of your creation, 
fruits in their season, 
rains and rivers to water the earth,  
sunshine to ripen and warm, 
all that sustains life. 

 
Generous God, we will trust in your goodness. 

For our stewardship of natural resources, 
our farming and industry, 
our labours and leisure. 
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Generous God, we will trust in your goodness. 
For the hungry and homeless, 
our caring and sharing of burdens, 
for government and all in power. 

 
Generous God, we will trust in your goodness. 

For the Church here in this Benefice, 
for spiritual food, 
for labourers to spread your word, 
for bread to break and wine outpoured. 

 
Generous God, we will trust in your goodness. 

For healing of mind and body, 
for those suffering due to the coronavirus, 
for all those who work to help the sick, 
for all in need. 

 
Generous God, we will trust in your goodness. 

With thankful hearts we commend to you all that have died. 
Gather them to your eternal harvest in gentleness and peace. 

 
Generous God, accept our prayers as we rejoice in your goodness and trust in 
your bountiful care. 
Amen. 
 
 
Anthem – In church a small group of the choir will be singing the anthem ‘Look 
at the World’ by John Rutter. You may wish to listen to the link below or just 
quietly reflect on the words.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nDa-Mab4SoU 
 
Look at the world, everything all around us, 
look at the world, and marvel everyday. 
Look at the world, so many joys and wonders, 
so many miracles along our way. 
 
Praise to thee, O lord, for all creation. 
Give us thankful hearts that we may see 
all the gifts we share and every blessing; 
all things come of thee. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nDa-Mab4SoU
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Look at the earth, bringing forth fruit and flower, 
look at the sky, the sunshine and the rain. 
Look at the hills, look at the trees and mountains, 
valley and flowing river, field and plain. 
 
Praise to thee, O lord… 
 
Think of the spring, think of the warmth of summer, 
bringing the harvest before the winters cold. 
Everything grows, everything has a season 
til' it is gathered to the fathers fold. 
 
Praise to thee, O lord... 
 
Every good gift, all that we need and cherish 
comes from the lord in token of his love. 
We are his hands, stewards of all his bounty; 
His is the earth and his the heavens above. 
 
Praise to thee, O lord... 
 
 
Closing prayer 
God the Father, who created the world, 
give us grace to be wise stewards of his creation. 
 
God the Son, who redeemed the world, 
inspire us to go out as labourers into his harvest. 
 
God the Holy Spirit, whose breath fills the whole of creation, 
help us to bear his fruits of love, joy and peace. 
 
And may the blessing of God, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
be with us all,  today and in the days to come. 
Amen. 
 


