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The United Benefice of St John the Baptist, Shedfield and St Nicholas, Wickham 

 

Being Church Together – At Church and At Home 

Sunday 25th October 2020 
Last Sunday after Trinity 

Bible Sunday 

‘Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path’  

(Psalm 119.105)  

  
At church or at home, we’re being church, together 

 

Welcome… to worship on Bible Sunday, the day in 

the Church calendar that focusses on the place of 

Scripture in our faith.  Bible Sunday used to be lost in 

the middle of Advent, but nowadays is more sensibly 

celebrated at the end of October, to coincide with the 

Lutheran Church’s Reformation Sunday. 

 

On Bible Sunday we remember and give thanks for the gift of Holy Scriptures: 

reminding ourselves that God’s words are ‘a lamp to our feet and a light to our path’ 

(Psalm 119.105) and praying with the day’s Collect, ‘…help us to hear them, to read, 

mark, learn and inwardly digest them, that…we may embrace and for ever hold fast 

the hope of everlasting life…’. 

 

Gathered from individuals and communities, crafted out of long debate by scholars 

and put together by visionary enthusiasts, this collection of historical facts, prophetic 

sayings, poetry, theological essays, songs, epic stories, and a great many sermons is 

our shared human story of a search for meaning and faith.  The Bible is the story of 

what has gone before and a challenge and a guide for living now.  And it’s full of 

hope for what’s to come.  The late David Jenkins, Bishop of Durham, put it like this: 

‘God is, as he is in Jesus, so there is hope’ – for us and for all humanity.  
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The Bible Society website (www.biblesociety.org.uk) offers a wide range of easily 

accessed and helpful resources, including study guides.  You might also visit 

www.brf.org.uk, the website of the Bible Reading Fellowship, whose core task is 

‘enabling all ages to grow in faith’.  BRF’s daily Bible reading notes – available online 

or as a booklet – come highly recommended by members of both of our 

congregations, and Ruth Wiffen (c/o Revd Jane) would be delighted to give you more 

details of how to subscribe to them. 

 
‘On this Bible Sunday, I can say with confidence, ‘This is 

the Word of the Lord,’ and hope you can reply, “Thanks 

be to God,’ says Stephen Campion, retiring today from 

the benefice ministry team. 

 

It’s very appropriate that our reflection for Bible 

Sunday is given by lay minister Stephen Campion.  

Lay ministers – perhaps better known as ‘Readers’ 

– are particularly called to a ministry of teaching 

and preaching, and we’ve been challenged, 

comforted and fed by Stephen’s gifted and 

distinctive ministry for almost 20 years.   

 

 

Today’s service in church is Stephen’s last with us as a licensed member of the 

benefice ministry team: at 70, Readers are required to seek the Bishop’s ‘Permission 

to Officiate’ (PtO), becoming licensed to the whole diocese rather than to a particular 

parish or benefice. I’m delighted to let you know that Stephen will be preaching and 

leading worship from time to time at St John the Baptist, Shedfield and St Nicholas, 

Wickham, and we give thanks to God for the blessings he has brought to our worship 

and church family life over so many years.   

 

 

 

 

Although churches are now open for private prayer and public worship, the 

continuing coronavirus crisis means that you may not feel able to attend services in 

our church buildings. The ministry team has created this service for you to use at 

home, in the anticipation that it will help the whole worshipping community, 

wherever we may be, to spend time together with God and to encourage us all to 

know that we are sharing in worship with each other.   

 

http://www.biblesociety.org.uk/
http://www.brf.org.uk/
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In church, a candle will be lit at the beginning of the service as we pray for those who 
are unable to be with us in person: perhaps if you are worshipping with us at home, 
you might light a candle too, as a focus for this time of shared prayer and reflection? 
   

Call to worship 

Lord,  

Calm my thoughts as I come into your presence to worship you.  

Help me to be open to you, 

to hear your Word, 

proclaim your glory, 

and celebrate the good news of Jesus Christ. 

Focus my mind on your presence.  

Remind me that we are joining together in worship in church and at home.  

May your name be glorified in this time together,  

in words, in music, in sound, in silence.   

Amen. 

 

Hymn: Let all the world in ev’ry corner sing 
Read/pray the words or join in here: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8XBJYphWv4g&list=RD8XBJYphWv4g&start_radio=1
&t=28  
 

1 Let all the world in ev’ry corner sing, 
 my God and King! 
 The heav’ns are not too high, 
 his praise may thither fly. 
 The earth is not too low, 
 his praises there may grow. 
 Let all the world in ev’ry corner sing, 
 my God and King! 
 
2 Let all the world in ev’ry corner sing, 
 my God and King! 
 The Church with psalms must shout, 
 no door can keep them out 
 but, above all, the heart 
 must bear the longest part. 
 Let all the world in ev’ry corner sing, 
 my God and King! 
 Words: G Herbert (1593–1633)  Tune: LUCKINGTON 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8XBJYphWv4g&list=RD8XBJYphWv4g&start_radio=1&t=28
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8XBJYphWv4g&list=RD8XBJYphWv4g&start_radio=1&t=28
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We pray together and ask for forgiveness 
The Psalmist tells us that God’s word is a lamp to our feet and a light to our 

path.   

 

We read the bible stories of war and hatred and turning away from God, 

but we still continue to repeat the same wrongdoing today. 

Father, forgive us. 

 

The Bible gives us a new way to love our neighbour as ourselves, 

but still we continue in our selfishness and greed. 

Father, forgive us. 

 

The Bible tells us that we are never without God’s guidance and protection, 

but still we close our ears to the good news of his love. 

Father, forgive us. 

 

May God, who loved the world so much 

that he sent his Son to be our Saviour, 

forgive us our sins, 

strengthen us by his word  

and raise us to new life in Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

The Collect for Bible Sunday 

Blessed Lord, 
who caused all holy scriptures 
to be written for our learning 
help us so to hear them, 
to read, mark, learn and inwardly digest them 
that, through patience, and the comfort of your holy word 
we may embrace and for ever hold fast the hope of everlasting life, 
which you have given us in our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever, 
Amen. 
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This morning’s readings and reflection 
with Stephen Campion, retiring today as licensed lay minister in the United Benefice of  
St John the Baptist, Shedfield and St Nicholas, Wickham 
Read them below, or listen at: 
https://youtu.be/0A60bT5aAL8 

(1) Colossians 3.12–17 
12 As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, 
kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. 13Bear with one another and, if anyone 
has a complaint against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven 
you, so you also must forgive. 14Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds 
everything together in perfect harmony. 15And let the peace of Christ rule in your 
hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body. And be thankful. 16Let the 
word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; 
and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to 
God. 17And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord 
Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 
 

(2) Matthew 24.30–35 
30Then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in heaven, and then all the tribes of the 
earth will mourn, and they will see “the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven” 
with power and great glory. 31And he will send out his angels with a loud trumpet 
call, and they will gather his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to 
the other. 

32 ‘From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts 
forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. 33So also, when you see all these 
things, you know that he is near, at the very gates. 34Truly I tell you, this generation 
will not pass away until all these things have taken place. 35Heaven and earth will 
pass away, but my words will never pass away.’ 

Stephen looks back on his licensed ministry in the parishes and asks the 
question, ‘What lies behind the ‘Words of the Lord’?  
This morning we focus on the Bible. Bible Sunday: a day when we are encouraged to 
reflect on words of scripture, both the Old and New Testaments, and examine how 
they are designed to reveal the truth of God, His Son Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit.  
How appropriate then, that Matthew’s Gospel reading this morning ends with those 
famous words of Jesus: ‘Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never 
pass away.’ 

Although it is impossible to obtain exact figures, the Guinness Book of Records 
suggests that the Bible is the world's best-selling and most widely distributed book.  
But whilst that might be the case, I wonder how often this best-selling book is read; 
let alone understood or even believed?   And thinking of those who spend a lifetime 

https://youtu.be/0A60bT5aAL8
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studying the Bible, my experience is that there are many different interpretations 
that scholars, preachers or the interested reader can draw from the same scriptures. 

Some of the Biblical writings can be argued to be far removed from a moral or 
spiritual compass to guide our daily lives. Parts of it can appear contradictory, 
nonsensical, humorous, and at times give barbaric illustrations of how we should live 
in harmony with God’s word.  

Contradictory? Take this example from Matthew’s Gospel when Jesus says: ‘Think 
not that I have come to send peace on earth: I came not to send peace, but a sword’ 
and compare it with John’s Gospel: ‘These things I have spoken unto you, that in me 
you might have peace.’  Which is the word of the Lord? 

Nonsensical? Try this from Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians!  ‘The women should 
keep silent in the churches. For they are not permitted to speak, but should be in 
submission, as the Law also says.  If there is anything they desire to learn, let them 
ask their husbands at home. For it is shameful for a woman to speak in church.’ Is 
this the word of the Lord? 

As for humour, bordering on disbelief, does this passage from the Book of Kings not 
strike you as being a bit odd?   ‘Then he went up from there to Bethel; and as he was 
going up the road, some youths came from the city and mocked him. They said to 
him, “Get out, baldy. Get your bald head out of here!”  So, he turned around and 
looked at them, and pronounced a curse on them in the name of the Lord. And two 
female bears came out of the woods and mauled forty-two of the youths.’  Can these 
really be the words of the Lord”? 

As for the barbaric, well Psalm 137 takes some beating: ‘O daughter Babylon, you 
devastator! Happy shall they be who pay you back what you have done to us! Happy 
shall they be who take your little ones and dash their heads against the rocks!’  
Surely these cannot be the words of the Lord? 

And finally, as a message of how to live, this advice from the Book of Proverbs is 
probably best avoided:  ‘Better to live on a corner of the roof than share a house 
with a quarrelsome wife.’ 

Throughout my time as a Reader in this parish and benefice, I have sought to use the 
Bible, and the Gospels in particular, to draw relevant conclusions from the readings 
of scripture we hear in church and at home. What lessons are we being encouraged 
to draw from them?  Bible Sunday invites us to ask the question; what lies behind the 
‘Words of the Lord?’ 

The parables provide rich opportunities for us to find out. Is the parable of the Good 
Samaritan, for example, about the plight of the innocent victim, the inn keeper who 
wanted to be paid money for looking after him, or the Samaritan who cared for this 
rejected outcast?  Is the story about the Prodigal Son more about his father than 
himself? And as for the lost sheep, do we focus on the animal, the shepherd, the wolf 
or the green pastures? 
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If we dig deeper than the superficial, and when we use our own imagination, we can 
find far more richness in scripture than a simplistic or obvious interpretation.  It 
seems to me that even if God is beyond our human understanding, we should not 
stop trying – and the Bible is our natural reference point - no matter how difficult, 
challenging, and obscure some of it may seem. 

On a personal level, and as a bald man about to retire from the Ministry Team, I pray 
that I will not be mauled by two female bears. Or even three!  To Jane, Juliet and 
Ruth may I say how much I have enjoyed being part of your ministry team and 
especially being with Ruth as she begins her new journey as priest.  I now begin my 
different journey; counting myself fortunate having worked with them and looking 
forward continuing to do so. As I wrote in the Parish Magazines, ‘…winding down is 
not the same as giving up.’ 

And looking back I cannot forget Geoffrey Morrell, Shirley Henderson and Bruce 
Deans, with Marion Mort, Jane Beloe, Brian McHugh, Elizabeth Groves, Marcus Collie 
and Laura Cameron.  All of them have played an important part in shaping my 
ministry over the past years.  And how could I not remember Eve Evans? 

It has been an amazing journey so far, and one I did not anticipate when I set out 
over 20 years ago.  But it would not have continued without the kindness, support 
and guidance of the congregations of Shedfield and Wickham, and this Deanery, past 
and present.  I thank all of you for that; more names that I can mention, and with 
sincerity more than my words can convey. 

 I end though with words of a different kind, taken from the second Book of Timothy: 
‘All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and 
training in righteousness, so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for 
every good work.’  And on this Bible Sunday, I can say with confidence, ‘This is the 
Word of the Lord,’ and hope you can reply, “Thanks be to God.’   

 

A time of reflection and prayer 
At Stephen’s request, this morning’s prayer time in church will begin with Margaret 
Rizza’s You are the centre (©Words and music Kevin Mayhew 1998).   
Read/pray the words (below) or listen here: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cxuT-A9fjiw 
 

You are the centre, you are my life, 
you are the centre, Lord, of my life. 
Come, Lord, and guide me, Lord of my life, 
send me your Spirit, Lord of my life. 
You are the centre, Lord, of my life. 
Give me your Spirit and teach me your ways, 
give me your peace, Lord, and set me free. 
You are the centre, Lord, of my life. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cxuT-A9fjiw
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Prayers for Bible Sunday (drawing on the Bible Reading Fellowship’s prayer resources 

for Bible Sunday 2020) 

From Joshua 1.8–9: ‘This book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but 
you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do 
according to what is written in it... Be strong and courageous: do not be 
frightened or dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you.’  
Lord God, thank you for your guidance through the Scriptures.  Help us to 
study your word so that we may grow in our understanding of you and of your 
will for each one of us. Grow in us a yearning to read and find nourishment 
through the Bible. 
Through the Bible you light our path. 
Lord, in your mercy 
hear our prayer. 
 
From Luke 22.42: [Jesus said] ‘Not my will, but yours be done.’ 
Heavenly Father, help us to pray honestly, as Jesus did. He gave everything so 
that we might have eternal life.  Guide each one of us to follow his prayerful 
example. 
Through the Bible you light our path. 
Lord, in your mercy 
hear my prayer. 
 
From Numbers 32.23: ‘Behold, you have sinned against the Lord, and be sure 
your sin will find you out.’ 
Almighty God, you see everything that we are and know our potential for good 
and for evil.  Help us to become the people you intend us to be.  You sent your 
son to set each of us free from our sins: help us to walk in loving obedience to 
you. 
Through the Bible you light our path. 
Lord, in your mercy 
hear my prayer. 
 
From Ephesians 6.17–18: ‘…take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the 
Spirit, which is the word of God…keep alert with all perseverance, making 
supplication for all the saints.’ 
Lord, guide each one of us in our prayers, through the power of your Holy 
Spirit.  Encourage us to know that in praying we make a difference in other 
people’s lives. 
Through the Bible you light our path. 
Lord, in your mercy 
hear my prayer. 



9 
 

 

We give thanks to God for his word, given to us in the Bible. 

Through the Bible God lights our path. 

We give thanks for those who have translated the Bible into the many 

languages of the world, so that everyone might hear the good news of God’s 

love for us. 

Through the Bible God lights our path. 

We give thanks to God to explore the Bible’s meaning and understand its 

message.  We hold before God all those who are persecuted for their reading 

of the scriptures. 

Through the Bible God lights our path. 

We give thanks for the story of God’s people over many centuries and we 

pray that we may continue to be people of God in and for our communities. 

Through the Bible God lights our path. 

 Amen. 

 

Our Father,  

who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread,  
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation;  
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory; 
for ever and ever.   
Amen. 
 
Almighty God,  

we thank you for the gift of your holy word. 

May it be a lantern to our feet, 

a light to our paths, 

and a strength in our lives. 

Take us and use us to love and serve you 

in the power of the Holy Spirit 

and in the name of your Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
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Hymn: God is working his purpose out 
Read/pray the words or join in here: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Iiuxet4pJ-c 

 

1 God is working his purpose out  

 as year succeeds to year. 

 God is working his purpose out,  

 and the time is drawing near. 

 Nearer and nearer draws the time, 

 the time that shall surely be, 

 when the earth shall be filled with the glory of God 

 as the waters cover the sea. 

 

2 From utmost east to utmost west 

 where human feet have trod, 

 by the mouths of many messengers 

 goes forth the voice of God: 

 ‘Give ear to me, ye continents, 

 ye isles give ear to me, 

 that the earth may be filled with the glory of God 

 as the waters cover the sea.’ 

   

3 All we can do is nothing worth 

 unless God blesses the deed. 

 Vainly we hope for the harvest tide 

 ’til God gives life to the seed. 

 Yet nearer and nearer draws the time, 

 the time that will surely be, 

 when the earth shall be filled with the glory of God 

 as the waters cover the sea. 
 Words: A C Ainger (1841–1919)  Tune: BENSON 
 

Closing prayer (St Jerome, died 419: monk and translator of the Bible) 

O Lord, you have given us your Word as a light to shine on our path. 

We are not people of greed: we are people of generosity. 

We are your people, Lord,  

giving and loving, for as long as it takes 

and wherever you call us. 

Amen. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Iiuxet4pJ-c


11 
 

 

Blessing 
May the peace of God be in our churches. 
May the peace of God be in our homes. 
May the peace of God be in our hearts. 
 
And the blessing of God, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
be with us all,  
today and in the days to come. 
Amen. 
 
 
To enjoy now or later… 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K9DodTRI3vU 
‘The books of the Bible, time-tested and reliable…’: 

a twenty-first century version of a Sunday School classic! 
 
To think about now or later…  Re-visit your favourite Bible story or verses, and then 
ask yourself these 5 questions….  

1 What do I notice in the passage for the first time today? 

2 Why do I like this passage? 

3 Is there anything that bothers me? 

4 What have I learnt about God?  About Jesus? 

5 What can I take away from the passage and make a part of my life in the next 

 week?   

 

You could imagine that you’re one of the people in the story you’ve chosen.  

Ask yourself… 

1 How am I feeling? 

2 What’s going to happen next for me? 

 
Note: This service draws on material from the following sources: The Sanctuary Centre 

(www.thesanctuarycentre.org/whereworldandworshipmeet.html [accessed 23 October 2020]); New 

Patterns for Worship (CHP, 2008); ed D Murrie and H Bruce, Worship Through the Christian Year 

(National Society, 1998); A Lewin, Words by the Way (Inspire, 2007). 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K9DodTRI3vU
http://www.thesanctuarycentre.org/whereworldandworshipmeet.html

