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Editorial
As we are now in the second
lockdown, imposed during one
of the worst, most destructive
years on record, perhaps we
should brace ourselves for a
Christmas like no other. Any
family gatherings and festive
celebrations will call for a great
deal of flexibility and
resourcefulness. Let us be
driven by HMG and NHS
guidelines rather than family
customs and traditions and
hope we can enjoy and rekindle
family reunions when the
epidemic is beaten. May we
hold our nerve and apply 21stcentury medical expertise.....and
emerge wiser, healthier and
recover the freedoms of our
treasured isle for our future
generations.

Nicholas Church during the
festive season and admire the
delightful collection of
homemade stars, well done all
concerned.
Please read the short item on
The Square Cow’s Soup
Kitchen initiative.
Thank you, Frank.
Early risers might have noticed
several individuals in hi-vis
jackets active in and around the
village most mornings. Our
section of litter pickers are selfmotivated and are intent on
clearing litter from the square,
water meadows, footpaths and
by-ways. Well done,
Community Awards
Committee N.B.

Published to celebrate the
Society’s 60th anniversary,
Images of Wickham is full of
fascinating photographs, which
draw you into the life of
Wickham in days gone by. This
eye-catching coffee table book
is guaranteed to get people
talking. A lovely gift at a
fantastic price of £5! An ideal
Christmas present for friends
and family who live locally - and
those from Wickham who now
reside further afield.
The editorial team thank you
for your continued
subscriptions and support and
wish you and your families a
happy Christmas and a peaceful
and less chaotic 2021.
DB

Please make an effort to visit St

Celebrate with Stars.
Some of the handmade stars adorning St Nicholas Church.
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From the Rector, the
Revd Jane Isaac

By the time you read this,
back in the old normal Juliet,
Ruth and I would have had
the great joy and privilege of
taking part in the first carol
service of the season. By
Christmas Day we’d have
welcomed around 400 of you
to Christingle services,
shared several glasses of
mulled wine, eaten a lot of
mince pies and sung our way
through everything in the
Bethlehem carol sheet
several times over! We love
it all!
Not this year, though. I’m
writing this letter on the
second Sunday of Lockdown
2.0, and there’s no singing at
all to be heard in our
churches, which are closed
for public worship. Quite
how things will be by
Christmas, we can’t yet know
for sure. Having thought
about it really carefully from
every perspective,
regrettably we’ve decided
that Christingle services

definitely won’t be
held in St Nicholas
Church, Wickham or
St John the Baptist
Church, Shedfield on
Christmas Eve. That
Wickham Christmas
tradition, Carols in the
Square, can’t happen
either.

But as soon as the
government and
Church of England
issue the relevant
regulations and
guidelines for places
of worship, we’ll be
able to make informed and
Covid-19 secure decisions
about the possibility of
providing the services that
are so special and well-loved
– Lessons and Carols,
Midnight Mass and
Christmas Day services
amongst them. They may be
a bit different (carol services
without singing…); they’ll
certainly be shorter (is it just
me, or is 40 minutes just
about as long as you can
manage a facemask for?);
they might not be in ‘your’
church at the ‘usual’ time
(Covid’s meant that
nowadays we travel up or
down the Winchester Road
on Sundays!); they might
need to be pre-recorded and
available online but one way
or another we’ll do our
absolute best to keep
Christmas worship
accessible, safe and special
for everyone who wants to
share in it.
Make sure to keep in touch
with the most up-to-date
4

information about Christmas
services and events via the
church noticeboards, the
Wickham Square and
Wickham Community boards,
the village Facebook pages
and the church websites:
w w w . s t j o h n t h e b a p t i s t s h ed
fil
d . o r g . u k and
www.stnicholaswickham.org.
uk
Juliet and Ruth join me in
sending you love and the
assurance of our constant
prayers for you all this
Christmas and in the days to
come,
Jane

The ministry team at
Christmas
In recent Christmas issues of
the parish magazines,
members of the ministry
team have written about their
favourite Christmas
memories, carols and
presents: this year, they
share their Christmas
wishes.
From Revd Jane Isaac, Vicar
of St John the Baptist,
Shedfield and Rector of St
Nicholas, Wickham
I once, misguidedly as it
turned out, embarked on
making a counted crossstitch bookmark as a
Christmas present for my
mum, with a quotation on it
by Mother Theresa. Perhaps
because I became very
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familiar with every letter as I
slowly sewed away, all these
years later I can remember
every word: ‘We cannot
always do great things. But
we can always do small
things with great love.’
It’s a hard world in which we
find ourselves at the
moment, so we need to
make sure to be kind: kind to
each other and kind to
ourselves. And that’s my
Christmas wish: I wish that in
these changing and scary
circumstances in which we
find ourselves, we do small,
ordinary things with love.
That makes what we do with
and for each other
extraordinary.
From Revd Dr Ruth HowlettShipley, assistant curate
Remember this time last
year? A time when the word

our families at Christmas as
we have always done and
that we, as a community,
could come together in the
ways that have always made
Christmas special.
But at the same time, as we
look forward, my Christmas
wish is that we can also learn
the lessons of the last few
months. I hope that on our
daily walk we can continue to
ask those we meet, ‘How are
you?’ and actually listen to
and care about the answer. I
hope that we can continue to
ask our neighbours, ‘What do
you need?’ and go and
collect it for them, whether
it’s toilet rolls or
prescriptions. I hope that we
can continue to behave in
ways that protect the
vulnerable in our society,
even if that means wearing a
face covering to protect
others when it is hard for us
to do so.
My Christmas wish is that we
can take forward all the good
that has been shown in this
time of pandemic, whilst
leaving behind all the
negative things that have
arisen from it.

coronavirus was unknown to
most people. A time when
the idea of ‘lockdown’ was
unheard of, even to the
public health community. Of
course I could wish that
Covid-19 was something
imaginary, that the phrase
‘social distancing’ had never
needed to be invented, that
we could all spend time with

From Revd Juliet Montague,
associate priest
If I could have a wish for this
Christmas it would have to
be the gift of patience. It’s
not something I have been
well endowed with, and it
takes a great deal of effort for
me to try to be patient. Now
more than ever we all need
to be patient as the promise
of a vaccine for Covid moves
5

from hope to reality, but
remains still some distance in
the future. For those with
terminal diagnoses, or
deteriorating medical
conditions, or the very elderly
seeing their lives slip away in
lockdown, it seems so unfair.

Of course, it’s hard to be
patient when significant life
events like weddings and
special birthdays have to be
so limited. For all those of us
who can reasonably say
there will be other
Christmasses to come,
holidays to be taken and
parties to be enjoyed – in
other words, for everyone for
whom the time will come
when life can be sweet again
– I can only say that I hope
God will bless us with the gift
of patience to endure
cheerfully and patiently
through a very different
Christmas and New Year,
and for the few months
beyond.
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Revd Joseph Tembo
The Lord Is Near
Dear friends,
It has been a long while since I wrote to you in the
Parish Magazine; and I now take this opportunity to
share a word or two for this Christmas about
which there have been questions whether it would
be cancelled or not on account of the coronavirus.
The “cancellation” bit is subject to be read into.
What we know is that each Christmas is very
special because it reminds us about what we often
easily forget. So, what does Christmas remind us
about? That “the Lord is near”.
Before our Saviour was born, God said that once
his Son was born, he would be given the name
Immanuel; and when the angel of the Lord spoke to
Joseph the husband of Mary who was to become
the mother of our Saviour, he said that the child to
be born to Mary would be given the name Jesus.
Matthew 1.23 concludes that the promise of the
coming of “Immanuel” would be fulfilled in the child
who would be named “Jesus” to be born to Mary.
Matthew 1.23 goes further by telling us the meaning
of the name “Immanuel” by saying, ‘“The virgin will
be with child and will give birth to a son, and they
will call him Immanuel”–which means, "God with
us.”’
Immanuel, the God who is with us is near in several
ways each successive Christmas.
First, the God who is with us is also near us in that he
is close to each one of us every day.

back to God the Father, but because his coming is
near; and one day soon the wait will be over.
(Philippians 4.5b)

Secondly, he is near us in that Jesus became just like
one of us–he became human. He understands us,
knows what we feel and how we feel. He knows our
needs and he also knows how to deal with the
challenges of being human. Since the Son of God
became one of us, we are never alone–he is with us
and near.

Whatever the situation is this Christmas, I wish each
one of you a very happy Christmas and a healthy,
prosperous and
fulfilling New Year in
2021.
Peace and joy is my
prayer for you.

Thirdly, the Lord is near because while we celebrate
the birth of Jesus–his First Coming into our world on
Christmas day, we are also reminded about the Lord’s
near return in that Jesus our Saviour will come back
from heaven to earth.
As we celebrate the birth of our Saviour this year, let
us do so with joy, not only because he came and went
6
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Has anything
gone to plan this year?
At our November meeting I
should have been speaking
about my trip to The Passion
Play in Oberammergau. Since
neither the meeting nor the trip
took place, I have the
opportunity to write about
another project.
Mothers’ Union are proudly
working in collaboration with
the Clewer Initiative in order
to end modern slavery by 2030.
This is a project that enables
the Church of England and its
wider networks to develop
strategies to detect modern day
slavery in their communities
and help provide victim support
and care. The Mothers’ Union
role is to raise awareness of
Modern Day Slavery wherever
we can.
There are 40.3 million people
being exploited worldwide (The
Global Slavery Index) and 1 in 4
victims of modern slavery are
children. Freedom is
something we take for
granted. For many people
slavery is something that
happens elsewhere, to
other people. Modern
slavery is driven by the
demand of consumers for
cheap, personalised goods
and services. The focus is
on benefit to the
purchaser, with little
attention paid to the plight
of the providers. Through
this indifference the
criminal exploitation of
vulnerable people is
allowed to grow.

Victims of modern slavery are
often reluctant to seek help
from the police or other
professionals due to their very
vulnerable circumstances.
Churches can offer a safe place
where they can turn and it is
vital that clergy, members of
our congregations and the
wider public are able to identify
victims and help them access
the care and protection they
need.
What can you do? Be aware
that slavery may exist in your
neighbourhood, in your
business, in your community.
Those trapped within slavery
may attend the same school as
your children, they may be
cooking your food at the local
restaurant, they may be painting
your nails at the local nail bar,
or they may be packing the fruit
you eat. It is everyone's
responsibility to look for
slavery and report any
suspicions or incidents –
working together, we can stop

it happening. Download an app
- with the Safe Car Wash
or Farm Work Welfare app
always at hand, you will be able
to report any suspicious signs if
you see them. For more
information on what constitutes
modern slavery and how you
can help, visit
www.theclewerintitiative.org
When Covid regulations are
relaxed and we can meet again,
normally on the 2nd Tuesday of
the month, we will be
exchanging lockdown
experiences, and planning
further opportunities to make
up for lost time. If you would
like the opportunity to play an
active part in helping our
organisation improve the lives
of families in our community
and across the world, please
contact me or visit
www.mothersunion.org for
more information.

Wishing you a Happy Christmas
and hopefully an improved 2021!
From the Editorial Team
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St Nicholas Church 900th
Anniversary
Looking back – and looking forwards

Best-laid plans etc, etc… and they certainly
were very well-laid plans, stretching back in
preparation over several years, and drawing on
the talents, imagination and organisational skills
of many people. We got off to a splendid start
last December, with the opening service,
attended by the Lord Lieutenant, the Bishop,
the Mayor of Winchester and many
representatives from across our community.
Pupils from Wickham Church of England
Primary School helped us remember some of
the history of our patron saint, Nicholas. In
early February a Valentine’s weekend
celebration of love and marriage was a marvellous
start to 2020’s programme of special events.

Group and to the community agencies that
helped raise funds, to the Parish Council for
advice and financial support and to several
generous individual donors.

And then… lockdown. The rest of the story is
one of changing plans; first of all deferring events,
then cancelling some of them and then needing to
recognise that it was not going to be possible to
deliver any more of the scheduled programme.
Concerts, festival workshops, open gardens,
quizzes and all kinds of social events culminating
in a closing celebration in the Square – all
cancelled or at best postponed until further
notice. Together with the rest of the country,
we recognised the necessity of doing everything
possible to protect the vulnerable from the
effects of the virus.

For many of us, the superbly produced and
illustrated anniversary cookbook will be a lasting
memento of this special year, featuring favourite
recipes gathered from the community*. There
will also be the realisation that it is possible, from
within our limited resources, to dream some
impressive dreams and find ways of realising them
– except, of course, when best-laid plans etc,
etc…
David Isaac, Chair of the St Nicholas 900 planning
group

We are hoping to be able to re-introduce a few
elements of the planned programme during 2021,
including the much-anticipated summer lecture
series. However, it would be a brave or foolish
prediction to say anything yet with any certainty.
Flexibility and adaptability have always been in our
DNA and we certainly need them now!

*A limited number of copies of the 900th
anniversary cookbook are available, priced £5.00
each.
Details from Sue Roger-Jones on 01329 833 165
When the Saints

So, as we draw to the close of this 900th year
which may (or may not, we don’t know for sure
at the time of going to print) be marked by a
service in St Nicholas’ Church on December 6th, I
want to take this chance to give a big thank-you
to all those who worked long and hard in getting
ready for the church’s anniversary – thank you
for the long-term commitment of the Planning
8

Wickham Parish Magazine December 2020 & January 2021

WICKHAM REMEMBERED
Despite the current situation,
Wickham turned out to honour
and commemorate those who
lost their lives in conflict.
On Saturday 31st October,
under grey clouds, the Revd
Jane Isaac, assisted by the Revd
Dr Ruth Howlett-Shipley, led a
short service to dedicate the
Field of Remembrance. The
ashes from last year’s poppy
crosses were scattered over
the soil in which crosses for
each of the men on the
Wickham War Memorial had
been planted. Angela Clear,
representing Wickham Parish
Council, followed by Ian
Goddard and Sheena Bright for
the Royal British Legion
(Wickham Branch), planted
crosses, as did Jane Painter on
behalf of the Wickham
Memorial Project.
During the following days,
under the watchful eyes of the
Tommies, others came to plant
crosses and place poppy stones
in remembrance.

On Armistice Day, a solitary
church bell rang out and people
made their way again to the
Village Green. At 11 o’clock the
bell was tolled; the two-minute
silence followed and then the
bell tolled again... and again...
and again. 100 times to mark
the centenary of the dedication
of the tomb of the Unknown
Warrior in Westminster
Abbey.
The grave of the Unknown
Warrior represents those who
died during World War One and
whose place of death is not known
or whose remains are unidentified.

One - the coffin was draped with
a Union Jack and taken on a gun
carriage to the Cenotaph, where
George V placed a wreath upon it.
The King - and nearly 1,000
widows and mothers of men killed
in World War One - were present
as the warrior was buried at the
Abbey.
The Tommies are now gone
from the Field. The ashes of the
poppy crosses will be safely kept
for scattering over the soil at
next year’s dedication of the
Field of Remembrance, on
Saturday 6th November.
We will remember them.

The concept of the grave of the
Unknown Warrior was inspired by
Rev David Railton, who had served
as a chaplain during World War
One. The body was chosen from
four unknown British servicemen exhumed from four battle areas and transported to Britain.
On 11 November 1920 - the
second anniversary of the
armistice that ended World War

The Remembrance Sunday
service could not go ahead as
planned but Revd Jane was
able to lead a service at the
war memorial. The twominute silence was observed,
the Exhortation read, and
the names of the Wickham
men lost in conflict were
read aloud. This was
watched in silence by those
who had gathered on the
Village Green.
9

The following two pages, and
below, show pictures taken by
John Farrow of some of the
activities described in the
article.
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Wickham

10

Wickham Parish Magazine December 2020 & January 2021

Remembers
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Chilled Art
Chris

Well another lockdown and more paintings from
me and some of my fellow Chilled Art(ists)!
As you can see we still use our art as a way to
cope with the present situation. Let's hope that
life returns to some kind of normality in 2021.
I wish everyone who reads this a happy, healthy
and peaceful Christmas and New Year. There
will be more art in the next Parish Magazine,
that I can promise, and in the meantime stay
safe.

Malcolm

John
Patricia

Tricia

Patricia Fray

12
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Christmas Crackers
How much did Santa pay for his sleigh?
Nothing, it was on the house!
What do you get when you cross a snowman
with a vampire?
Frostbite!

Merry
Christmas

We are setting up a community larder (or a
freedge) at the community centre. It's a
place for people and businesses to donate
unwanted food. Other people can come and
take the food, without the need for
referrals.
It's a great way to reduce waste and build
on our fantastic community spirit. We are
currently looking for funding and
volunteers. If you'd like to know more, or
get involved please let us know:
email: contact@wickhamcentre.co.uk or
call 01329 833688

Don't forget, you
can hire our hall
from as little as
£8 per hour

Stay safe
13

Wickham Parish Magazine December 2020 & January 2021

I

I

www.lock-on-security.co.uk
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Mud Island Garden Centre

Plant Centre
Silk Flower Shop
Giftware Shop
Garden Furniture Shop
Excellent range of seasonal plants now in
All the gardening sundries you need in our
shop, as well as beautiful gifts
Quaint coffee shop serving a range of hot and cold
drinks, cakes, snacks, sandwiches and sweets
Southwick Road, Wickham
01329 834407 OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

15

Wickham Parish Magazine December 2020 & January 2021

K

K

16

Wickham Parish Magazine December 2020 & January 2021

L

L

Nigel Chamberlain & Partners
Independent, Family Owned Funeral Directors
Serving the local communities of Bishops Waltham,
Wickham, Botley and the Meon Valley for over 125 years.

• 24 Hour Service
• Advanced Funeral Planning
• Professionally Qualified Staff

01489 892640

Bob Metcalf MBE, DipFD
The Gate House, Victoria Road,
Bishops Waltham, SO32 1DJ

www.chamberlainfunerals.co.uk

FEED THE BIRDS
WALTHAM WILD BIRD SEED DELIVERIES
FREE local delivery service
£5.00 minimum order

Ravensford Physiotherapy

WILD BIRD EXTRA......................... 2 Kg..........£2.00
(TABLE TOP MIX)
PREMIUM WILD BIRD..................... 1.5 Kg........£2.00
DELUXE WILD BIRD....................... 1.0 Kg........£2.00
PEANUTS........................................ 1.5 Kg........£3.00
CHOPPED NUTS............................. 1.0 Kg........£2.50
NIGER SEEDS................................. 1.0 Kg........£2.50
SUNFLOWER HEARTS................... 2.0 Kg........£4.00
BLACK SUNFLOWER...................... 2.0 Kg........£3.00
MIXED SUET.................................... 1.0 Kg........£3.00
(BERRY & INSECT FLAVOUR)
FAT CAKES.......................................£1.00 each
FAT BALLS........................................12 for £2.00
(INSECT FLAVOUR)
COCONUTS......................................£1.00 each
MEALWORMS.................................. 500g........£5.00
SEED FEEDERS.............................. £2.50
PEANUT HOLDER........................... £3.00

SARAH ATHERTON MCSP SRP
Chartered Physiotherapist
Specialist in treating neurological
conditions, including stroke
A FLEXIBLE, COMMUNITY-BASED,
PHYSIOTHERAPY SERVICE

Therapy tailored to your
individual needs
T: 07840 037910
sarah.atherton@ravensford.co.uk

www.ravensford-physio.co.uk

Contact Allison McNally:
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07771 895370
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2020 AUTUMN PROGRAMME
OCTOBER MEETING:
Growing up in Hundred Acres
– Helen Talbot
Over fifty members and visitors
joined our Zoom meeting to
hear Helen Talbot talk about
her early life in Wickham on
Tuesday October 27th. Helen
now lives in Edinburgh so it was
some consolation for not being
able to meet face to face that
we can hear from speakers
from so much further away.
Hundred Acres was built by
Garnier family in the 1840’s to
rehouse families moved when
the land surrounding
Rookesbury House was
landscaped. The twenty-four
houses all had allotment
gardens and the area is said to
be the first to grow
strawberries commercially in
South East Hampshire.
Helen’s father, Percy Durant,
was a remarkable man. He was
a teacher, Spitfire engineer and
horticulturalist. During the war
he moved his family from the
New Forest to a caravan in a
small holding just adjoining
Hundred Acres with his wife
and two eldest children.
Teachers then were very
poorly paid, and often not paid

at all, so he
branched out
as a market
gardener to
make ends
meet. When
Helen came
along in 1944
he moved
them all into
an old army
hut he
brought from
Gosport, but
they had no running water or
power for several years.
Nonetheless Helen had nothing
but happy memories of her
time in Wickham, attending
Wickham School with her
brothers, 'running wild’ in the
Rookesbury woods and sledging
on the road. She and all the
family were put to work
tending and selling the cut
flowers they grew on their
small holding.
Percy became a leading figure in
the Hampshire Growers
Association and was
instrumental in its development.
Helen had some wonderful
photos, including a ploughing
competition on Wickham
Common, complete with a
pantomime horse and plough.
The Common was ploughed up
for the war effort and looked
very different. Members really
enjoyed the talk and there were
lots of questions and memories
of Hundred Acres and the
families who lived there. See
our website for more details
and photos from this talk.
NEXT MEETING – TUESDAY
24th NOVEMBER
2020 is the 400th anniversary of
the sailing of the Mayflower
18

and, coincidentally, the week in
which the ‘New World’
celebrates Thanksgiving. We
welcome back Dr Cheryl Butler
for Hampshire & the New
World: The Mayflower &
Beyond: The story of
Hampshire’s early links with the
New World, including tales of
exploration, pilgrims,
witchcraft, four Indian Kings,
the birth of an empire and, of
course, fish!
MEETING – TUESDAY 8th
DECEMBER (note this is the 2nd
Tuesday)
This is our joint Christmas
meeting with the Wickham
Society, and we finish our
Autumn programme with a
seasonal talk. Ian Currie, a fulltime weatherman – he
correctly forecast the October
1987 storm – will present
Frost, Freezes & Fairs: 1000
years of famous winters when
rivers, including the mighty
Thames, froze and remarkable
events took place on the ice.
2021 PROGRAMME
We start what promises to be a
better year, with an intriguing
tale.
JANUARY 26th, 2021 - War
Hero or Murderer by Paul
Stickler
In 1917, Percy Toplis is alleged
to have been involved in a
mutiny among allied troops just
ahead of the Battle of
Passchendaele. Two years later,
he is suspected of a series of
robberies and the murder of a
taxi driver on a quiet country
road near Andover, Hampshire.
The hunt for the fugitive ends
when he is shot dead by police
near Penrith, Cumbria. In the
aftermath, questions were
raised about the justification of
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Percy’s death. Paul takes us
through the events and evidence
for you to decide: war hero or
murderer?
See our website and February’s
parish magazine for the meeting
reports.
NEW PUBLICATION
Published to celebrate the
Society’s 60th anniversary, Images
of Wickham is full of fascinating
photographs, which draw you into
the life of Wickham in days gone
by. This eye-catching coffee table
book is guaranteed to get people
talking.
A lovely gift at a fantastic price of
£5! An ideal Christmas present for
friends and family who live locally and those from Wickham who
now reside further afield.

membership secretary Vanessa Burlingham on
01329 835283. Alternatively use the contact page
on the website.

For information on how to order a copy, please
call Geoff Phillpotts on 01329 833103 or contact
us through our website.

Meetings are held at 7.30 pm via Zoom on the
FOURTH Tuesday of the month. Annual
membership is only £8pp. Visitors are most
welcome at £2.50pp per meeting. For more
information and programme updates, please
check our website at www.wickhamhistory.org.uk

Special Offer: Buy Images of Wickham together
with a copy of the Guide to Historic Wickham 2nd Edition and get the Guide for the discounted
price of £2 (usually £2.50).
For those who wish to join the society, or attend
any of the talks, then please get in touch with our

The Curdridge Amateur Drama Group (CADG)
Don’t feel down! Groups are good!

and much more are all in the pipeline and ready
to go. New members mean new ideas, new views
and new skills, so see our website
www.curdridgedrama.co.uk (also Facebook) and
get in contact with us. Our productions are
centred on The Reading Rooms at Curdridge, an
ideal site as we are close to so many cities, towns
and villages.

Difficult times can make you feel as if you don’t
want to join in with anything but joining a group
such as CADG can really give you a boost. Many
groups such as ours are itching to get going and
put on a great production. Maybe it won’t be until
after next summer, but we will need extra
performers and front/back of house members as
not everyone will be available then. So, why not
join us in the New Year? We are holding monthly
fun quizzes and keeping in touch via Newsletters,
Zoom and WhatsApp. Play readings, workshops
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Wickham Society – Autumn update
In October, members met for the first time via
zoom – after some initial technical challenges(!),
members heard about the results of the survey
carried out in the parish last year. Both Angela
Clear, Chairman of the Parish Council and
Kathryn Holladay, Chairman of the Parish Plan
Survey steering group, were at the meeting and
joined in the ensuing questions and discussion. It
was agreed that traffic and its environmental
consequences remain at the top of the list of
concerns to members and parishioners. Angela
explained that steps to respond and build on the
results of the survey had been compromised by
the pandemic but remain on the council’s agenda.

meteorologist Ian Currie, about those times that
the river Thames has frozen over and the
consequential events that took place. At our first
meeting in the new year, Rear Admiral Ric
Cheadle will join us to give a talk entitled ‘Dive!
Dive! Dive! All you wanted to know about
submarines but were afraid to ask’.
If you like to join us for any of these virtual
meetings, please contact Wendy Greenish
wendy.greenish@gmail.com – new members or
visitors are always welcome.

In November, the Society was delighted to
welcome Dan Oakley, a lead ranger and Dark Sky
Defender at South Downs National Park who
gave a fascinating talk about the sky at night.
In 2016, Dan led an initiative to make South
Downs National Park an International Dark Skies
reserve, joining an exclusive list of only 15 others
globally. Using fabulous photographs of our skies
at night he reminded us of how lucky we are to
live so close to such a wonderful natural
resource. He also encouraged us to think about
the contribution that we can each make to keep
our skies as dark as possible so that their
wonders can be seen and appreciated. He
recommended that any outside light should be no
greater than 1,000 lumens and to use warm white
bulbs rather than bright white ones and to ensure
that lights are dipped down in the same way as a
dipped hand.

On 8 December, members will join the Wickham
History Society for a talk by the renowned
20
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Success in Hampshire Open
Studios for Wickham Artist,
Brian Eyley

It was Brian's first time participating in the August
Hampshire Open Studios. Given that Covid-19
precautions meant that his workshop could not be
opened to visitors, visitors inspected his work in a
conservatory with all the doors and windows open draughty but safe!
There were a good number of visitors and sales and
he has since been following up a number of
commissions received during the week and since. The
pictures here show just a few of his recent works.
His Rockin' Trees are again proving to be very
popular - they have rounded bottoms so if you put
them on a table, they move when the table is touched
looking like a forest in a breeze. Due to a
commission, he has started making larger versions
intended for floor standing display. These are around
knee height but are limited in numbers because it's
quite difficult to get the high quality wood that is
needed. He has a number of trees available for
purchase for Christmas presents but is in the mood
to do more if needed.
He has also been experimenting with turning wood
on the lathe much thinner than normal. Obviously,
that is quite a challenge, but the result is a wooden
piece of art that has some translucence.
He will be taking part in an outdoor craft fair in
Hedge End on Friday 4 December when his Rockin'
Trees and other art will be on show. People can also
contact him using the details right.
21

Brian's contact details:
07547-241974
artistryinwood@gmx.com
https://www.facebook.com/BrianEyleysArt
https://briansartistryinwood.square.site/
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The
Square
Cow
During these dark days of
lockdown, when isolation,
solitude and cash flow, which
has brought an additional
downside to many people’s
woes, come a ray of sunshine.
Frank Dixie, local resident and
owner of the Square Cow, in
Wickham square, is providing
local residents with a weekly
helping of a delicious serving of hot soup, Fridays, 12-2pm.
Businessman Frank has transformed the one time Wine Bar (one of the oldest buildings in the village)
into a thriving village inn, providing good food, entertainment and a warm welcome.
During lockdown, with Square Cow shuttered, he decided to serve free nourishing fare of soup and
savouries to any resident of the parish.
We should remember that poverty, cash-flow and ‘in the red’, doesn’t always imply poor money
handling skills, ask anyone who is self employed, in retail, hospitality, tourism, beauty industry and many
other professions. A late pay cheque won't delay mortgage/rent payments or be acceptable at the
check-out or filling station. Even the most careful cash management households can fall into arrears
through no fault of their own. Though there’s no use telling that to hungry youngsters.
DB

Wickham Twinning Association
Bonjour tout le monde!
We are still operating even though lockdown got
in the way of a visit from our French friends from
Villers in May. The French are very keen to come
for the same Bank Holiday at the end of May 2021
arriving on a Saturday morning and returning on a
Monday. We have told them we need to see what
the COVID-19 situation is nearer the time but
those offering to host might like to pencil in that
weekend in their diaries. New members are
always welcome to join us. We hope 2021 will

see a return to our exchanges and fundraising
activities.
Wishing you a happy festive period. (I was going
to write it in French, but I don’t know where the
accents are on my iPad!)
Therese Evans, President. 01329 832700
832700. Therese.evans@hotmail.co.uk.
Councillor Therese Evans
Winchester City Council

Dear Editor
We’d like to give thanks to Andrew and Becky who have made such a lovely difference to Wykeham
Fields by edging the paths, mowing lawns, clearing leaves and generally making our surroundings
absolutely beautiful. THANK YOU ANDREW AND BECKY from Shirley, Ciss and Barbara.
22
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Do visit our Messy Church Page at http://www.stnicholaswickham.org.uk/messy-church/
To find out more: call Sue Pittam (Messy Team Leader) on 01329 828 589 and visit www.messychurch.org.uk
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Keeping well this winter
As the colder weather starts to set in, there are lots of things you can do to keep
healthy and well this winter.
Keeping your body healthy in winter
As people age their immune system becomes weaker and we can lose muscle mass and so
here are some tips to help boost our immune systems and stay healthy
Ø Keep Active – try to move around once an hour, even if it’s only for a short walk to and from
the kitchen to put the kettle on
Ø Eat well and regularly – make sure you have plenty of food at home or have arranged meal
deliveries
Ø Keep hydrated – there is still the risk of dehydration even in the colder months
Ø Get your free flu jab
Ø Keep warm – layering is the best way to keep warm and set your heating timer to ensure
your home is warm when it is coldest

Keeping your mind healthy and your spirits up in winter
Winter can be a difficult time but there are lots of ways to keep our minds active and our
spirits up
Ø Keep to a routine – Routine is a great way to give us some certainty in uncertain times and
helps us plan for the week ahead
Ø Keep connected – Keep up the connection with family and friends. Arrange regular visits (if
possible due to Covid-19 restrictions) or arrange regular phone and video calls. Age Concern
Hampshire can also help to put you in touch with a befriender.
Ø Stay active – exercise is well known to give our mental health a boost and so a small amount
of exercise is good for our bodies and our minds. This may be a short walk around the garden
or even some armchair exercises.
Ø Get Help – if you are finding things particularly tough, are feeling lonely or isolated or need
help, reach out to family, friends, or your GP for support.
Ø Do something you enjoy – find time for hobbies you enjoy or perhaps try a new hobby.
Ø There are lots of resources available to keep our minds active, from crosswords, quizzes and
games to online exhibitions and events. Try something new!

Alternatively, contact your local Village Agent,

David Roger-Jones on 07979 572112
Village Agents are volunteers who can help you find information and local
services that will enable you to stay living safely and independently.
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Cooking safely
Fires from cooking appliances have consistently resulted in around half of all accidental
fires in the home in England, so having smoke alarms fitted, and an escape route
planned, in case of fire, is very important.

Precautions
•
•
•
•
•

Make sure saucepan handles don’t stick out, to prevent them being knocked off of the hob
Take care if you’re wearing loose clothing – this can easily catch fire
Keep tea towels and cloths away from the cooker and hob
Double-check the cooker is off when you’ve finished cooking
Take care if you need to leave the kitchen whilst cooking, take pans off the heat or turn them
down

Take care with electrics
• Keep electrics (leads and appliances) away from water
• Check toasters are clean and crumb trays are regularly emptied and placed away from curtains
and kitchen rolls
• Keep the oven, hob and grill clean and in good working order - a build-up of fat and grease can
ignite a fire
Cooking with oil
• Take care when cooking with hot oil – it sets alight easily
• Make sure food is dry before putting it in hot oil so it doesn’t splash
• If the oil starts to smoke, it’s too hot – turn off the heat and leave it to cool

Safety aids
There are products available to help improve the safety of cooking in the home, such as:
• Hob guard – prevent handles sticking out and saucepans being pulled or knocked off the hob
• Oven shelf guard – prevent accidental burns when taking food out of the oven
There are also lots of products available which are designed to help you carry out kitchen tasks –
such as chopping, lifting a kettle, and grating – if you have limited mobility and dexterity. See the
NHS website for more information: https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/social-care-and-supportguide/care-services-equipment-and-care-homes/household-gadgets-and-equipment-to-make-lifeeasier/

Village Agents are volunteers who can help you find information and local services that
will enable you to stay living safely and independently.
David Roger-Jones, on 07979 572112
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to have the life we live today.

Our
Poppy
Wreath
Welcome to our December
update.
The children have been learning
about Diwali. We discovered
some interesting facts, we
found out it can last as long as 5
days, and is often called the
festival of light. It is called the
festival of light, because it
celebrates light winning over
darkness, and good overcoming
evil. Stories of Hindu gods
Rama and Lakshmi are told and
shared. During Diwali, Hindu
families enjoy lots of food, give
presents and celebrate with
fireworks. Houses are
decorated with Diya lamps to
welcome in the light so we had
a go at making our own Diya
lamps, we hope you like them!

Pumpkin Soup
One of our Autumn books this
month has been Pumpkin Soup.
Not only does it have beautiful
illustrations, it also has a great
message
about
being
kind and
thinking
about
other
peoples
feelings.

One of the activities we did
relating to the book was
designed to help build the
children’s gross and fine motor
skills. The children had to bang
golf tees into the pumpkins. All
the children really enjoyed this
activity which also built their
hand eye co-ordination.

Our Diya Lamps
Remembrance Day
We have been busy over the
last couple of weeks creating
our very own Poppy wreath for
Remembrance Day. We used
the bottom of plastic bottles,
painted them, then created our
own wall art with them. We
spoke to the children about
how the Poppy helps us to
remember the soldiers, animals
and people who have been
caught up in wars and fighting
and have made sacrifices for us

Pumpkin bashing!
Keeping Safe
This weeks book is Topsy and
Tim, Safety First. We have set
the tuff tray up to look like the
town that Topsy and Tim live
in. The book looks at all sorts
26

of safety issues that we all come
into contact with throughout
the day. We have been
practicing crossing the road
safely, looking at road signs and
learning how to make an
emergency call if mummy or
daddy get hurt.
Setting visits
We continue to have lots of
enquiries for new children to
start and are now full on
Monday and Friday mornings.
We do have a few sessions
available for those two
afternoons and during the day
on Tuesday, Wednesday and
Thursday.
Visits are limited to the
beginning and end of the day
and all visitors must wear a
mask, use hand sanitizer when
they arrive and before they
leave and check in with the
NHS track and trace QR code
for visitors. If you are
interested in knowing more
about the preschool and would
like to receive a copy of our
prospectus, please email us at
wickham@parrywoodchildcare.
co.uk or give us a call on 01329
833039 if you have any
questions. We are open 8am 5.30pm Monday to Friday
during school term times.
That’s all for this month.
Please stay safe and well.
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Tea Room with panoramic views
Free Range Pork- Beef - Lamb
Free Range Pork, Beef & Lamb from the farm
Bacon Gammon -Sausages
Seasonal Vegetables
Local Game & Free Range Poultry
Tea Room and Deli COMING SOON!
Seasonal Vegetables
Fresh Bread– Milk- Local Produce
AND TEA ROOM
Strawberries & Raspberries from the
FarmHill,
available
May–
Prickets
Shedfield,
SO32September
2JW
Westlands
Farm,
Pricketts
Hill, Shedfield, SO32 2JW
Open Mon
-Sat 8 amfarm
-5pm. Sun
10 am -4pm

P A R
Coeur de Lion

Carrie Elspeth

Sheila Fleet

Silver and Gemstone Jewellery and so much more!
If we haven't got it we can source it for you!
Over 20 years experience in Jewellery and Gifts

BAY TREE GIFTS

Order Today: 01329 833832 01329 833832
www.westlandsfarmshop.co.uk
OPEN 8.00 am -5.00 pm Mon -Sat,
www.westlandsfarmshop.co.uk
Sun 9.00 am -4.00pm

02380 602627

U A

Bay Tree Walk 9 The Square
WICKHAM 01329 835 282 Open every day!

07766 418 039

High Quality & Affordable Carpet Cleaning
•

-

•
•

1 - Room - £65.00

•

2 - Rooms - £80.00

•
•

20% OFF our

023 8055 5810
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regular price on all
Upholstery Cleaning
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CAR and MOTORCYCLE
MOTs
Service and repair to cars
light commercials and horse trailers
Air conditioning - service & repair
Competitive prices on
tyres batteries and exhausts
Collection & delivery or loan car available
subject to availability

BUY WITH CONFIDENCE
Trading Standards Approved Trader

Now offering high quality colour print at lower prices
Professional graphic design • Posters & building plans printed
Scanning service • Documents copied, printed & wire bound

Good, friendly service guaranteed!
www.studio-6.co.uk • print@studio-6.co.uk

Telephone: 01329 832933

Wallops Wood Farm, Sheardley Lane, Droxford SO32 3QY

Unit 1, The Avenue, Fareham, Hampshire P014 1NP

ELECTRICAL PLUMBING AND HEATING ENGINEERS

WE ALSO INSTALL, REPAIR AND SERVICE
OIL, LPG AND NATURAL GAS BOILERS
G. RIXON LTD. Wynot Heath Road Soberton Hampshire SO32 3PQ
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TOE BUSINESS
Toe nail cutting
Corn removal and hard skin reduction
Diabetic assessments; plus referral if required
Gait and lower limb functional analysis
Orthotic prescription / custom made orthoses
Nail surgery for ingrowing or problem thick nails
Verruca treatments including needling
Prescription medications
Ex NHS, trained in London
Katrina Corby - Podiatrist
BSc (hons) Podiatric Medicine

Enhanced CRB disclosure

Above the Chemist
Wickham Square.
01329 832074

www.shedfieldrr.org.uk

Barnards Coffee House & Restaurant

Come in and enjoy:
Full English Breakfast Cakes & Pastries Cream Teas Afternoon Tea
Open Tuesday - Saturday
Pancakes Sandwiches Tea & Coffee Milkshakes
Breakfast: 9:00am - 11:30am
And
much
more!
Find us on Facebook and at:
Lunch: 11:45am - 2:00pm
www.barnardsrestaurant.co.uk
Afternoon Tea: 11.45am - 3.15pm
Hambledon Road, Denmead, PO7 6NU
Booking advisable

02392 257788
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Tel: 07872917747

D
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Established 23 years
I can come to you
Cash Paid, Fair Prices, No Fuss

Meon Valley
Studio for Design, Planning
and Architecture Services

/gossandpartners

info@chamberlainslaw.co.uk

JEWELLERY TO SELL?

Cash paid, inherited items? Clearing clutter?
Gold, silver and costume jewellery, cutlery,
Vintage clothes and small furniture.
Anything old and interesting!
EST 30 years
I can come to you
Cash paid
Fair Prices,
No Fuss

Phone Carol 01489 602462
carolwalkerantiques@icloud.com

Pat Staples Interiors
INTERIOR DESIGN, FURNITURE & FURNISHINGS
Unit 3, Claylands Road, Bishop’s Waltham,
Southampton, SO32 1BH
Tel: 01489 892626
E-mail: sales@patstaplesinteriors.co.uk
You can t
Trading Locally Since 1993
Interior Design
Measuring & Fitting service
Curtains & Blinds
Carpets & Floorcovering
Upholstery & Re-upholstery
Fabric, Wallpaper & Paint

www.patstaplesinteriors.co.uk
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01489 307201
gossandpartners.co.uk
@gossandpartners
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Book your FREE 30-minute consultation and
experience our superior care and service.
During this consultation, you will have the time to
see our practice, meet your optician and discuss
any aspect of your eye health, vision or existing
specs and lenses enabling you to decide if we are
the best people to take care of your eyes.

The Grooming

Leave the consultation feeling confident that
booking your sight-test appointment with us is
the best thing for you.

oom

Professional Dog Grooming
Services Include:

Knights Chambers, The Square, Wickham

Clipping • Scissoring • Hand Stripping • Wash & Groom • Nail Clipping

01329 832706

Based in Soberton Heath

Tel: 01329 835332 / 07909 575417
www.k9-4pawsandthegroomingroom.co.uk

www.suewassalloptometrist.co.uk

Award-winning self-catering holiday cottages
Eight cottages with 2, 3 or 4 en-suite bedrooms and
excellent accessibility
Underfloor heating, wood burners and free WiFi
Indoor heated pool and Jacuzzi with hoist
Games and event room from Summer 2019
Contemporary, open plan layout with extending dining
table seating up to 34
Individual enclosed gardens with hot tubs and stunning
views, safe for both children and pets
Ideal for family gatherings, groups, wedding guest
accommodation or corporate visitors
www.wallopswoodcottages.co.uk
T: 01489 878888
E: emma@wallopswoodcottages.co.uk
Wallops Wood, Sheardley Lane, Droxford, Hampshire, SO32 3QY
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South Downs Funeral Service
Your local, independent and family owned funeral homes of Denmead, Wickham and Clanfield
24 hour, local and personal service • Floristry service • Stonemasonry service • No deposits required

Managing and Principle Funeral Director: Mr Paul M Lee-Bapty DIP FD AFFIL RSH

Clanfield Funeral Home
Tel: 02392 570239
43 Drift Road,
Clanfield, PO8 0JS

Denmead Funeral Home
Tel: 02392 231567

The Old Post Office House,
Hambledon Road, Denmead, PO7 6NN

Wickham Funeral Home
Tel: 01329 833920

clanfield@southdownsfuneralservice.com

care@southdownsfuneralservice.com

wickham@southdownsfuneralservice.com

13 The Square,
Wickham, PO17 5JG

www.southdownsfuneralservice.com

SAFER CHIMNEYS

cates Issued.

Member of National Association of Chimney Sweeps – Certificates Issued.
Power Sweeping, Traditional Brushes, Chimney Camera Surveys
“Highly Recommended” Local Chimney Sweep
Less waiting time – 2 qualified sweeps available

www.saferchimneys.co.uk
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Mon

9:15-10:15
10:30-11:30
18:45-19:45
20:00-21:00

Intermediate
Intermediate
Intermediate
Beginners/Essential

Nev
Nev
Jade
Jade

Tues

8:00-9:00
9:15-10:15
10:30-11:30

Intermediate
Intermediate
Beginners/Essential

Nev
Nev
Nev

18:15-19:15
9:15-10:15
10:30-11:30

Intermediate
Intermediate
Mixed Ability

Anne
Rachel
Rachel

18:00-19:00
19:15-20:15
8:00-9:00

Mixed Ability
Intermediate
Intermediate

Rachel
Rachel
Nev

9:15-10:15
10:30-11:30
17:30-18:30
18:45-19:45
8:00-9:00
9:15-10:30
10:30-11:30
9:00-10:00

Intermediate
Intermediate
Beginners/Mixed Ability
Mixed Ability
All Abilities
Beginners/Essential
Intermediate
All Abilities

Nev
Nev
Anne
Jade
Rachel
Rachel
Rachel
Jade

Weds

Thurs

Fri

Sat

www.wickhampilatesstudio.co.uk
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Meon Valley
Currently, our indoor
meetings are suspended until at
least January 2021 due to
Covid-19. We are now holding
our meetings via Zoom.
Members will be sent a link to
join the session a few days
before, and we look forward to
more of you taking part. On the
1st December, we hope to
have a presentation on an
Egyptian theme from our
Chairman Mike Hollis. On 15th
December instead of our usual

pre-Christmas buffet and
talk we can 'meet' via
Zoom and exchange
greetings. If you have an
interesting object to show
us, either for us to guess
what it is or to tell us why
it is important to you that
would be appreciated. Zoom
meetings for January will be on
the 5th The Cold War by
Dennis Boylan, on the 19th
Harvey Griffiths on Charles II
and Nell Gwynn. Hopefully this
time, this will take place. Please
bear in mind that the subject of
these meetings can change
without notice. Wishing you all
a Happy Christmas and hoping
2021 be brighter for us all and
we can meet at the Wickham
Centre again.

restrictions, some groups are
not active though Egyptology
continues using Zoom and
others via email.
Membership renewals have
been postponed until January.
Meon Valley U3A is one of the
smallest U3As with a
membership of over 100 people
and has nine interest groups. If
you are interested in joining
please use one of the contact
details below.
General enquiries to: Betty
Hiscock, Secretary 01489
894807 or 07766522464
email: mvu3asec@yahoo.com
Website: u3asites.org.uk/
meon-valley

Due to the current lockdown

CADG DECEMBER 2020 (The Curdridge Amateur Drama Group)
“Promoting excellence and
innovation in every aspect of
staging in local theatre”
So many of you have found
unknown skills, especially for
D-I-Y, dressmaking etc., that it
would be a great shame to lose
those skills once the Virus
allows us all to get back to
‘normal’ (if we can remember
what that is!) and CADG can
start their productions again.
The Curdridge Amateur Drama
Group is not just for budding
actors -though they are always

very welcome. Think of all the
background work that needs to
be done before a production
can take place. New ideas and
new skills are always welcome
in this forward-looking group
so look at our website
www.curdridgedrama.co.uk
where there is a long list of the
backstage needs, and see how
you can benefit our
productions. There is plenty to
learn from our present
members, and they will also
learn from you, so you will
become an important part of a

happy group ready and willing
to provide CADG and its
‘packed houses’ with another
terrific production.
With so much uncertainty at
the moment, we cannot be
sure when our next production
will take place but be sure we
are all raring to go and the
extra time ensures that we will
be better than ever!
https://en-gb.facebook.com/
cadguk/

Wickham Community Tennis Club
As I write we are Locked Down and unable to
play, but I am hoping that by the time you read
this, tennis activity will have resumed with
COVID protocols in place.
In spite of the difficulties of 2020 there has been
lots of tennis enjoyed at the Wickham Courts,
and we have welcomed many new members as
well as existing members over the last few
months. It has been refreshing to go down to the
Courts and see smiling faces enjoying tennis

amidst the trials of 2020!
Please come along to the courts and join us.
We have sessions for juniors and adults, or you
are welcome to book the courts and play with
friends or family. Non-members can also book a
court, just search for Wickham Community
Tennis Club to find our Clubspark site.
Best wishes for a happy and healthy 2021.
Sue
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West Meon Wine Society Wines for Seasonal Festivities
Here we are, locked down
again, but still wanting to get
ready for whatever festivities
we can manage over the next
couple of months. One thing’s
certain, the events and the food
we’ll be enjoying will need to be
accompanied by suitable drinks.
So here are some suggestions,
including classic favourites from
Burgundy, Bordeaux, the Loire
and Rioja. Some of the wines
have a little age on them too –
they’ve mellowed so that we
can do the same. We thought
we might need fortifying as well,
so there are some sherries,
ports and a Madeira to help.
Needless to say, all the wines
are good, but we have some
particular favourites to
recommend.
To wake you up: Gutierrez
Colosia Fino Sherry, Puerto de

Santa Maria - a piercingly crisp
perker-upper with a distinct
hint of a sea breeze.
For the main event: Ch des
Joualles 2010 - astoundingly
good value for a cracking 10
year old claret, drinking

beautifully now. Also, Urbina
2006 Reserva Especial Rioja –
while the 2009 Crianza is a
perfect example of a good
value Rioja, do consider
pushing the boat out and try
the 2006 Reserva Especial –
as one of our tasting team
said, the nose alone makes it
worth buying.
To finish off: Krohn
Colheita Port 2007 –
delicious wood aged, rich,
and a real talking point. A
Colheita is a tawny Port
made with grapes from a
single vintage. This one was
aged in wood until its bottling
in 2018. Colheitas sadly are
quite rare, which is a shame
as they combine the sweet
fruit and nuttiness of an old
tawny with the particular
character of a single vintage.
The Society, https://
www.westmeonwine.co.uk is
in partnership with the Village
Shop; a not-for-profit
organisation, any surpluses go
back to the Shop so it can
continue to help serve our
community.

Something Christmasy from last December. The lights
switch-on
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Open Thursday

3rd

until Saturday 5th December

Wednesday 9th until Sunday 13th December
Wednesday 16th until Sunday 20th December
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Badgers, Foxes AND children supported
at Stubbington Study Centre!
Each year the incoming Rotary President chooses a
particular local charity or community initiative to support
and, for 2020/21, President Mike Hurley selected the
Stubbington Study Centre.
If you live locally you probably know about this interesting
outdoor education venue which is proven to have a
significant and lasting impact on children's learning and
well-being. In the current times, these experiences are
needed even more and, with Rotary's help, several
children will be able to benefit who might not otherwise
have been able to do go.
James Scarborough, Head of Stubbington Study Centre,
said "For over 85 years, generations of Hampshire
children have been given the opportunity to enjoy our 14acre seaside site. Many of the children are on their first
trip away from home with school and make huge gains in
resilience and self-confidence while learning about the
world around them."
"Stubbington Study Centre offers hands-on, practical
activities exploring nature and the environment, local
culture, team building and problem solving in such a way
that learners of all abilities can succeed and have fun", said
President of the Rotary Club of Fareham Mike Hurley.
"That is why I chose the Centre and I hope, with
everyone's help, we can make a positive difference."
Fareham Shopping Centre is lending a hand too and Mike
Taylor, Centre Manager, is providing the space for the
Rotary Wishing Well which is now the Club's collection
point for Stubbington Study Centre. As Mike said, "I am
happy that we support them, knowing that funds raised
will help children whose family situation may mean that they could not otherwise join their classmates."
The Rotary Club of Fareham will carry out fundraising for Stubbington Study Centre throughout Mike Hurley's
Presidential year and looks forward to the help of the generous people in the Fareham area to help with this
community project.

Photos show (top) Fareham Shopping Centre Wishing Well with L-R Mike Taylor, James Scarborough (Head of
Stubbington Study Centre), President Mike Hurley & Rotarian Lyndon Palmer. (centre) children at the Study
Centre exploring a rock pool. (bottom) L-R pond dipping with L-R President Mike Hurley, James Scarborough, a
friendly badger and Mike Taylor from Fareham Shopping Centre.
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Rotary Club of Fareham and
shopping centre help charities
during lockdown!
The Wishing Well in Fareham
Shopping Centre has been
collecting money from
generous shoppers for many
years and helping charities to
reach their goals.
Now, during lockdown, the
Rotary Club of Fareham is
pleased to announce that a
further £837.68 has been
presented to the Myotonic
Dystrophy Support Group
locally to add to the amount of
over £4,000 that the Club had
already raised. Immediate Past
President Michael Cleaves, who
was born with muscular
dystrophy, says “I am so
pleased that our Club, with
shopping centre assistance, has
been able to continue its
support for children with this
muscle wasting condition. It will
hopefully also help for a better
understanding through
information, advice and
research.”
Mike Taylor, Centre Manager
of Fareham Shopping Centre,
who allows the use of the
charity Wishing Well
prominently in the retail malls,
says “We are delighted to help
charities where possible. In
addition to the monies
collected for muscular
dystrophy, the Centre’s own
charity Dementia Friendly
Hampshire also benefited
alongside with a donation of
£1232.68 which will support
the Fareham and Gosport
Group.” The charity is working
to make Hampshire a county
where people affected by
dementia can live a good life,
with opportunities to
participate in and contribute to

Photo (taken before lockdown) shows Mike Taylor, Centre Manager of
Fareham Shopping Centre, alongside Jane Ward of Dementia Friendly
Hampshire with Immediate Past President Michael Cleaves and Rotarian
Lyndon Palmer at the Wishing Well.

their communities and be
valued for who they are.
Anyone who is keen to make a
positive difference to the lives
of those affected is very
welcome to join the group by
contacting Jane Ward at
jane.ward@dementiafriendlyha
mpshire.org.uk or the local
Dementia Friendly Fareham and
Gosport group at
groupdffarehamandgosport@g
mail.com .
The Rotary Club of Fareham is
grateful for Mike Taylor’s
support through the shopping
centre which is continuing
through the Wishing Well’s
current campaign for the
Stubbington Study Centre. This
will help local children at their
residential outdoor learning
centre where they can explore
nature and the environment.
Rotary Club of Fareham
spreads festive Scrubs
cheer!
We’ve helped them before in
the spring with £500, and now
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the Rotary Club of Fareham is
once again supporting Team
Scrubbers with the invaluable
work they are doing to make
Scrubs for the NHS during the
pandemic.
It’s down to Lin Gell in
Warsash who organises Team
Scrubbers locally and they
needed further funding - this
time for their festive campaign.
They have now started the
mammoth task of making
scrubs in Christmas patterns to
help both staff and patients.
As Lin says “We simply don’t
have the money to buy the vast
amounts of Christmas material
to start. We have the skills,
through our dedicated
volunteers, but not the fabrics.
We are so grateful to the
Rotary Club of Fareham for the
hugely kind donation of a
further £500 to carry out this
work.”
As President of the Rotary Club
of Fareham, Mike Hurley, says
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“We provided the money from our fundraising
income and will be returning to face-to-face
collections as soon as the pandemic allows. Watch
out for us at Sainsbury in Fareham who so kindly
allow us to collect for our charities – it could even be
Santa in the spring!”
The shoppers of Fareham are always generous in
donating their hard-earned cash for our Rotary
charities and the Club is grateful that they support us
in this way.
The Christmassy Scrubs are destined for NHS
hospitals along with Hospices, Community Nurses,
wellbeing groups, mental health teams, surgeries and
many more besides.
Rotary International is a volunteer organisation where
members use their skills and time to improve the lives
of others in this country and overseas. The Rotary
Club of Fareham supports the local community
through the Wheel House at Hill Head, Rotarail and
fundraising events. Membership details can be found
The photo shows Cathy, who works with the NHS
on our website.
in paediatrics, wearing scrubs in a festive Christmas
Rotary Club of Fareham Charitable Trust unicorn fabric!
Registered Charity no 289191 : Rotary District 1110
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Making a big difference ..
what it's all about!
Meon Valley Lions secured
funding of £4,395 from a
generous benefactor to buy a
Smartdrive ‘Power wheel add
on’ to power up the wheelchair
of a young lady in Bishops
Waltham, this is life changing.

More help for the little people
Meon Valley Lions Club is
proud to support and sponsor
the new Meon Valley Baby Bank
based in Bishops Waltham.
They have set up to help all
families in the community who
require baby and children’s
items up to 4 years of age. You
do not need an appointment or
referral to go to the Baby
Bank, they welcome
everyone. They also work
with child and family care
agencies, such as Home Start
and local Health Visitors, to
gift items by request to
families facing financial and
emotional stress.

text LIONS to 70490 to donate
£3
OR if you would like to donate
between £1 and £20 text
LIONS followed by your
donation amount e.g., to donate
£5 text LIONS 5 or to donate
£10 text LIONS 10.
Texts cost your chosen
donation amount plus one
standard network rate message.
Send a cheque made payable to
Meon Valley Lions Club (CIO)
to the address below
STREET DONATIONS:
We will be out and about
between 9 am and 1 pm:
Wickham
- Friday 4th December –
outside Westlands Farm Shop
collecting Lions

The Baby Bank is now open
on the first Thursday of every
month. They are also raising
money for new storage.
Santa and his Elves
Sadly, Santa and his elves are
unable to help this year, but
Katie in her wheelchair with the
we will be out on the streets
Smartdrive ‘Power wheel add on’
taking donations. So, if would
like to help us help our local
community, please keep an
eye open for us. Or if you, or
someone you know, needs help
The Club received a letter of
please get in touch.
thanks from her mother saying
“She can’t stop bouncing in her
TELEPHONE: 07443 753780
chair and grinning from ear to
ear every time it is mentioned!
To donate:
It really will make a huge
OUR WEBSITE: https://
difference to her quality of life
www.meonvalleylionsclub.org.u
and it is so wonderful to see
k/donate.html
her so enthused after such a
difficult year. Father Christmas
TEXT DONATION: Simply
delivered early this year!”
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- Friday 11th December –
outside McCarthy’s Fruit and
Vegetables
Saturday 12th December – In
the Square
Swanmore
Saturday 5th December –
outside Central Convenience
Stores
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Gary Martin

Bishops Waltham
Friday 18th December – outside
Sainsbury’s
Saturday 19th December – on
the High Street

BUMBLEBEE
MEMORIAL AND
GRAVE TENDING
In August of this year I heard an
exciting interview with a
woman on Woman’s Hour who
saw a unique opportunity and
has successfully launched a
business. Jo lives in Suffolk but
her parent’s graves are in
Hampshire, which makes it
difficult for her to visit and tend
them. She realised there must
be a lot of people in the same
situation, so she set up a grave
tending business. My ears
pricked up and I realised this
was something I could do. So,
Bumblebee Memorial and
Grave Tending was born. I
searched YouTube for helpful
videos and ‘practised’ on my
grandparent’s grave, which had
been neglected for several
years, and was very happy with
the result. To exercise my
skills I also cleaned, weeded and
planted a couple of ‘forgotten’
graves in the churchyard at St
John the Baptist Church,

Denmead
- Sadly
we can’t get to Denmead this
year due to Covid19
restrictions
PLEASE HELP US SUPPORT
OUR LOCAL COMMUNITY
As always thank you for your
support
Thank you to BBC Radio Solent
On 27th October Lucy
Ambache kindly gave us air time
on her Local BBC Radio Solent
show to describe how the last 6
months of COVID restraints
have hit both our fundraising
events and charity support.
Our Christmas Programme

Bumblebee
Memorial & Grave Tending

Deborah Casper
bumblebeegraves@gmail.com

07923 868 475
www.bumblebeegravetending.co.uk

Shedfield.
Why Bumblebee? The
bumblebee is docile, industrious
and carries out its hard work in
all weather. Caring for the
environment is important to me
and a priority in how I approach
this business. Only
biodegradable and
environmentally friendly
materials are used. No silk or
plastic flowers. Finally,
Deborah means ‘bee’ and I love
bees, the bumblebee being the
fuzzy ‘teddy bear’ of the bee
world. Jo has had such a good
response from her broadcast
that she is planning on setting
up an association of grave
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and our aims for helping out
have also been severely hit but
we are doing whatever and
wherever we can within the
Meon Valley. Thank you for
your support.
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Swanmore Fete 2021 - We’ll
keep you updated on our
website but in the meantime
please add next year’s date to
your diary: Saturday 10th July
2021.
Annual Ford Charity Fishing
Festival 2021 – We’re sorry to
report this has been cancelled
for 2021.
tenders so we
can support each
other and refer
potential
customers. In an
increasingly
complicated
world people are
relying on
experts to carry
out tasks they
don’t have the
time or expertise
to do themselves.
If you do wish to find out more
about the services I provide
please check out my website
bumblebeegravetending.co.uk.
Thank you
Deborah Casper
For when you are unable to
visit your loved ones’ resting
place
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Bishop’s Waltham Photographic Society
Our ‘online’ talks continued in
October with Jane Lazenby
with a presentation entitled
“Working with Textures”. Jane
is an artist and teacher who
loves romance, creativity,
intrigue and originality. In this
presentation Jane gave a ‘live’
demo and showed us how to
source and create textures,
how to use ‘blend’ modes in
Photoshop and apply them to
images using three different
methods utilizing both
members own images and some
from her own stock. Members
were enthralled at how such a
simple technique can elevate an
image into something different.
Our Programme Secretary,
Rona Bassett thanked Jane
saying “On behalf of the BWPS
committee and members thank
you for such an interesting and
informative evening yesterday.
It is always fascinating to see
how you can change the look,
feel and mood of a photograph
through adding a texture. It
was lovely to hear the stories
that you were able to tell about
the photograph and how much
more meaning it had after
adding the texture."
This month saw the final
competition round for this year
take place with the theme ‘Up,
Up and Away’. It was quite a
tricky topic to get your head
around but Judge Kev Sandall
praised the variety of images
and gave some great feedback.
Here are the results – these
deciding the overall League
winners:
Primary League
1st Dianne Lucas with “Up and

Away – Showing it’s Paces”
2nd Louise Goslin with “Wing
Walkers ”
3rd Miriam Baker with
“Gannet Taking Off”
HC Anita Gray with “4mation”
Intermediate League
1st Mike Taylor with
“Balloons over Trakai Castle ”
2nd Paul Harknett with
“Maiden Flight ”
3rd Helen Thomson with “Up,
Up and Away ”
HC Barry West with
“Crashing at Climping”
HC Peter Mason with
“Halloween ”
Advanced League
1 Sarah Townley with
“Juvenile Starlings Fighting”
st

2nd Phillippa Smith with
“Dragonfly”
3rd Anita Taylor with “No End
in Sight”
HC Helen Otton with “Taken
Up and Away”
HC Wendy Spencer with
“Dawn Patrol”
Congratulations to everyone
and thanks to all who took part
in this round and throughout
the year. Now for the League
results! Winner of the Primary
League and recipient of the
President’s Shield – Dianne
Lucas; Intermediate League
winner and recipient of the Pat
Clancy Trophy – Mary Gardiner
and, the winner of the
Advanced League and recipient
of the President’s Cup is Sarah
Townley FRPS. Well done
ladies!
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Alan Inder presenting trophy to
Mary Gardiner
The Society has been saddened
to hear about the loss of Alan
Inder recently. Alan was a
founder-member of the Society
back in 2008 when, along with a
small group of keen amateur
photographers, wanted to share
their passion for photography
with other like-minded people
in the local area. The ethos of
“supporting photography in the
Meon Valley” remains true to
the founding members aim of
being a club where, whatever
your level of expertise, you will
always learn something new in a
very supportive and friendly
atmosphere. Alan was
Honorary President until 2019.
Our continued success as a
Society with a full programme
of speakers, competitions,
educational support - including
the setting up of a Junior group,
has been inspired by the vision
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of Alan and the other founding
members. He will be greatly
missed by those who knew him
and by the Village as a whole.

warm welcome will await
anyone interested in taking
pictures, wanting to improve
their skills and chat (via Zoom!)
with like-minded people. More
information about the Society
can be found on our website:
www.bishopswalthamphotosoci
ety.co.uk

We are still accepting new
members – we may not be able
to meet face-to face but a

For anyone with children/
grandchildren interested in
photography, the Society’s

278 7861 and will be
staffed Monday to
Friday by a team of
trained local volunteer
advisers. This new
number will replace all
the existing local
Citizens Advice
Winchester District
numbers.
Lesley Rose, Advice Services
Manager at Citizens Advice
Winchester District says: “Our
telephone advice service has
always been an important part
of our advice delivery but none
more so than during the current
Coronavirus pandemic.
Citizens Advice Winchester
District launches new free
local Adviceline number

“As we enter another lockdown,
I’m really pleased that we can
offer a free local Adviceline to

From 9 November Citizens
Advice Winchester District will
have a new free local
Adviceline number.
The new number will be 0808
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Junior section is also continuing
at this time with online
meetings and set topics – please
contact Peter Mason
junior@bishopswalthamphotos
ociety.co.uk for more
information.

anyone in Winchester District
that needs our help. If you have
a query relating to your
employment, housing, financial
situation, a benefits application
or anything else that’s causing
you concern then please do get
in touch.”
Citizens Advice Winchester
District is a local independent
charity and a member of the
national Citizens Advice
network of England and Wales.
To speak to adviser, call for free
on 0808 278 7861 (if our
advisers are busy you can
leave a message and they will
call you back) or email
advice@cawinchesterdistrict.or
g.uk
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HAMPSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL

Families in Need
Hampshire County Council has
worked with partner
organisations to distribute
£150,000 of funding to support
food banks and charities that
are helping support the most
vulnerable families in
Hampshire. In addition, I have
donated £2,000 of my
Councillor grant budget
towards helping local families
who need support with buying
food and other essentials during
these very difficult times. Any
vulnerable family in need of
support with food at this time
can visit the Hampshire County
Council webpages
- www.hants.gov.uk - where
they will find local contact
details for their nearest source
of support.
Kickstart Scheme
Hampshire County Council has
committed to actively support
the national Kickstart
scheme with plans to offer a
minimum of 30 job placements
across the organisation for
young people aged 16 to 24
years. From November 2020
until June 2022, the County
Council’s Kickstart programme
will offer six-month job
placements of 25 hours a week
across the organisation. Young
people will be supported with
work-related training and
helped to develop their

employability skills while
receiving the National Minimum
Wage. To reach those young
people who will benefit most
from these placements, the
County Council’s Skills and
Participation Team will be
working closely with the
Department for Work and
Pension (DWP) Work
Coaches. Any business, no
matter how small, can get
involved. If you would like more
information about how to
participate please
email: kickstart@hants.gov.uk
Active future for
Hampshire
The County Council welcomed
130 delegates to an online
summit to help shape the
County’s green and healthy
recovery from the COVID-19
pandemic.
Representatives from district,
parish and town councils, local
enterprise partnerships, walking
groups, cycling groups, access
forums, town and transport
planners and many others with
an interest in how Hampshire’s
streets work for people walking
and cycling attended the
summit to share ideas and
expertise.
The summit followed a countywide survey of the public’s
opinions on active travel, to
which nearly 3,000 people
responded. The survey
gathered views and experiences
from Hampshire residents on
what it is like to walk, scoot,
cycle, use a wheelchair, mobility
scooter or a pushchair for dayto-day journeys to work, school
or the shops. Evidence and
feedback from the summit and
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the survey will be used to
inform the County Council’s
Local Transport Plan which
will guide future investment and
decision making within the
County Council concerning
transport.
Amongst the World’s
Best Green Spaces
Three of the County Council’s
country parks are officially
among the best in the world,
with each of them awarded the
internationally recognised
Green Flag for 2020. The
international quality mark is a
sign to the public that Lepe,
Queen Elizabeth and Royal
Victoria country parks boast
the highest possible
environmental standards, are
beautifully maintained, and have
excellent visitor facilities. Royal
Victoria Country Park, which
the County Council manages in
partnership with the Forestry
Commission, has also received
the much-coveted Green
Heritage Site Accreditation for
the management of its historic
features. The Green Flag
Award scheme, managed by
environmental charity Keep
Britain Tidy under licence from
the Ministry of Housing,
Communities and Local
Government, recognises and
rewards well-managed parks
and green spaces, setting the
benchmark standard for their
management across the United
Kingdom and around the world.
The County Council is investing
extensively in its Country Parks
to make them even more
enjoyable, with projects that
have collectively attracted
nearly £7 million in external
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funding, as part of a £19.5
million total spend. Significant
improvements have already
been made to facilities and
historical features at Lepe,
Royal Victoria and Queen
Elizabeth country parks and
transformation work at
Staunton and River Hamble
country parks, such as
providing new and improved
visitor centres, is well
underway. The County Council
did not submit Staunton and
River Hamble country parks for
this year’s Green Flag Awards
due to the development works
taking place.
National recognition for
Environmental
Sustainability
Hampshire Highways’
commitment to reduce carbon
emissions and mitigate against
the impact of climate change
has been recognised in the
2020 shortlist for Highways
Magazine’s Environmental
Sustainability Award. It comes
as Hampshire’s highways
service launches a four-year
Carbon Strategy outlining how
carbon emissions will be
reduced in all highways
operations.
The Strategy sets out what
adaptations are needed to the
highway network as changes in
the climate bring more intense,
heavy rainfall and periods of hot
weather. It details how
Hampshire Highways will
reduce carbon emissions in all
day-to-day operations including
maintenance works, energy use
in buildings and depots, vehicles
and fuel – all with regular and
robust measurement.

Meals on Wheels
I would like to remind residents
that the meals on wheels
services is still operating and
continues to provide essential
nutrition and social contact for
its users, especially the elderly
or infirm, during the Covid-19
pandemic and national
lockdown. The service offers
hot meals to adults aged 18+
years who need support with
meals and managing their
nutrition. Please note that in
response to the impact of
Covid-19, eligibility criteria have
been temporarily broadened to
include those who people are
under 55 years, classed as
highly vulnerable to the virus,
unable to leave the house and
unable to reheat a pre-prepared
meal.
The County Council’s Meals on
Wheels service is Covid-secure
– with all meals delivered by
Apetito drivers in line with
national public health advice,
including wearing the required
personal protective equipment.
The delivery comprises a twocourse hot lunchtime meal,
with an additional option of
afternoon tea. The current cost
is £5.13 for the two-course
meal and £3.25 for the tea.
Meals on Wheels drivers are
trained to carry out a wellbeing
check in addition to the
delivery of the meal. This
ensures that wellbeing and
safety concerns are identified,
and action taken in a timely
way. Drivers report concerns
to the relevant Hampshire
County Council team or call for
emergency services where
necessary. For more
information see https://
www.hants.gov.uk/
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socialcareandhealth/
adultsocialcare/meals-on-wheels
Money Worries
Find out where to get help and
support on rent arrears, debt
and budgeting in Hampshire
during the coronavirus. See
Connect to Support – the
Money Worries section – visit
https://
connecttosupporthampshire.org
.uk/coronavirus
How to Save Money in Winter
Nearly 24% of Hampshire’s
total carbon emissions come
from domestic energy, and
energy bills are a significant
outgoing for most households.
This is why the County Council
has joined forces with the
Environment Centre to make it
easy for Hampshire residents to
save money at the same time as
contributing to the overall
carbon reduction target for the
whole of Hampshire.
Making our homes more energy
efficient will save money on
heating and electricity bills at
the same time as reducing
carbon emissions. These
changes may seem small, but
the more people who make
them, the greater the impact on
bringing down Hampshire’s
carbon emissions will be. We
can all make a difference.
As well as advice on energy
bills, Hampshire residents can
find out more about renewable
energy options, switching to a
green tariff or saving water
from the Environment Centre.
This is a free service for
Hampshire residents, who can
access advice by calling: 0800
804 8601 or going
online: https://
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environmentcentre.com
Advice is also available on the
Green Homes Grant scheme,
launched by the Government in
September 2020, which allows
homeowners and landlords in
England to apply for vouchers
to pay for green improvements,
such as insulation and draught
proofing. The grant covers twothirds of the cost up to
£5,000 per household. For
households on low incomes,
the scheme can fully fund
energy efficiency measures of
up to £10,000. For more
information visit https://
www.hants.gov.uk/
landplanningandenvironment/
environment/climatechange
Useful Contact Information
The Silver Line – a free,
confidential helpline providing
information, friendship and
advice to older people.
Open 24 hours a day, every
day of the year. Call
Freephone 0800 470 8090
Mental Health and Dementia
Support – Andover Mind is a
local mental charity offering
mental health, one-to-one
support and counselling.
Also offers Dementia Advice
and Carers Support. Contact
their referral and enquiries
team on 01264 332297 and
select option 3 or ring 0300
5000907.
And finally ……….
I know that these are very
difficult times for everyone
and, at the time of writing
this report, no-one knows
whether or not we will be
able to share the Christmas
and New Year festivities with

our family and friends.
However, I very much hope
that it will be possible and send
you all good wishes for a happy
and healthy festive season.

Children’s Services & Young
People
Hampshire County Council
Divisional Member for
Winchester Southern Parishes
pgstallard@aol.com / 02392
251484

Patricia Stallard
Lead Executive Member for

(FORMERLY HOSPICE TRAVEL)
Supporting

Registered Charity Number 299731

ANNUAL CRUISE IN SUPPORT
OF YOUR LOCAL HOSPICE

SPAIN – ITALY
& GIBRALTAR
in P&O VENTURA
19 September – 3 October 2021

Departing from Southampton visiting
Spain - Cadiz, Barcelona (2 days); Italy - Naples,
Cagliari (Sardinia); Gibraltar; returning to Southampton.
Information and Booking form available by sending a stamped
self addressed 9" x 4" envelope to: Portsdown Travel (Ventura N119)
Orchard Cottage, 34 West Street, Southwick, Hampshire, PO17 6EA

023 9238 2433 / 07940 805431
Or E-mail: portsdown.travel@hotmail.co.uk
20/11/2020.
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Winchester City Councillor’s Report
LOCAL HERO AWARDS.
Residents, community groups
and businesses across the
district have been busy sending
Winchester City Council their
nominations for their local
heroes.
The Mayor of Winchester’s
Local Hero Award was
launched in September to
recognise those who have put
others before themselves and
selflessly supported those in
need with acts of kindness
during the COVID -19
pandemic.
The Mayor’s Office received
113 heart-warming citations
showcasing the sacrifices
people across the district have
made since the outbreak and
resulting lockdown.
The Local Hero Award offered
residents the chance to
celebrate unsung heroes from
across the District. In addition
to the 113 individuals and
groups who were nominated,
48 Parish Councils and 19 local
community groups have also
been recognised by Winchester
City Council for their efforts to
help friends and neighbours.
Due to social distancing
restrictions, a ceremony was
not possible, so the Mayor
recorded a special video and
certificates have been sent.

A final roll call of recipients of
the award is published on the
City Council website.
However, may we just
congratulate our own heroes:Nicki Oliver---Clerk of
Wickham Parish Council.
Whilst isolating at home she
organised the entire response
of the Parish. Delivering vital
information for the teams on
the ground. Nicki organised
food bank pickups and for the
co-ordination of food bank
collections across the Meon
Valley area. As the lockdown
was being prepared, Nicki was
promoting the idea of
supporting the elderly and
vulnerable using a local
volunteer force. She did an
amazing job well above and
beyond her normal duties.
Collette Little:-Collette
together with her husband
organised the response for
Knowle Village and supported
many residents with everything
from shopping to hospital runs.
Collette also made collections
and drop-offs for the food bank
every week.
Friends of Knowle Haven:-This
group worked to provide a
local prescription service to
many isolated residents.
Natalie White:-Shopping for
isolated and vulnerable
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neighbours.
Leanne Hawkins:-Leanne was
an asset she was able to take
extremely vulnerable residents
to their cancer treatment
appointments on numerous
occasions.
Alex Milhano:-Helped with
medication, doctors’
appointments and food bank
collections.
We salute you all ---well done
and thank you.

Winchester Guildhall.
Guildhall Winchester will now
be the site of a new regional
Nightingale Court until June
2021.
The Guildhall was chosen
because of its prominent city
location and reputation as a
civic hub with the layout of the
building being ideal to adapt to
a conventional court format
while also allowing compliance
with COVID-19 social
distancing measures.
Nightingale Courts are being
set up across the UK to
manage a backlog of legal cases
that have been built up due to
limited capacity in existing
courts and the social distancing
requirements now in place due
to the pandemic.
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Consultation over
hospital
A public consultation over plans
for a new hospital in Hampshire
could be launched very soon.
Two sites have been identified.
The first is located between
Basingstoke and Winchester
near to Junction 7 of the M3
while the other option is the
current site of Basingstoke and
North Hampshire Hospital.
Before any decision is taken
residents will be asked to have
their say on the scheme
including the location and the
services that will be provided.
Both the sites will be taken
through the public consultation
process which hopefully will be
run in January, February and
March.

residents of Wickham, Knowle,
Boarhunt and Southwick.
It was explained that the
surgery is next to capacity and
that this application will result
in a provision of an improved
and enhanced healthcare facility
increasing the availability of
facilities and services to
Wickham and surrounding
villages.
Once the planning committee
had listened to all speakers
regarding this proposal,
members agreed and voted
unanimously to permit the
application.

As previously stated we are
continuing with virtual meetings
at the council into 2021.
May we take this opportunity
to wish you and your family,
health, happiness, peace and
prosperity this Christmas and in
the coming year.
Keep safe and well in all that
you do.
Therese, Angela and Neil

Stir-Up Sunday 2019, Brenda, Pearl and
Bill stirring away

WICKHAM GROUP
SURGERY.
The recent planning application
for an extension to Wickham
Surgery was heard by
Winchester Planning
Committee on Thursday 19th
November.
The application was reported
to Committee as there were a
number of objections received
mainly from Wickham, contrary
to the officers’
recommendation of approval.
The main reasons for the
objections were highways
impact and parking capacity and
an increase perhaps in patient
numbers due to the Welborne
development.
This proposal put forward was
to improve and enhance the
facilities available at the
Wickham Surgery for the
48

Wickham Parish Magazine December 2020 & January 2021

Welcome to new councillors
Following two resignations we are delighted
to welcome co-opted councillors Mark
Ashton and Lorrae Hayes to the parish
council.

Wickham Parish
Council News

New housing developments in
Wickham and Knowle

December 2020

To view plans and proposals for
developments in the area use the case
references below to search on Winchester
City Council’s planning portal
www.winchester.gov.uk
or click on the links
Winchester Road Case No: 17/02615/FUL
Glebe/School Road Case No:
18/01282/REM
Knowle Water Meadows Case No
18/01612/OUT

Mayor of Winchester’s Local Hero
Awards 2020

Congratulations to the recipients of The Mayor
of Winchester’s Local Hero Awards, these
were made to volunteers who went above and
beyond to support their communities during
the first lockdown.

Christmas lights

Friends of Knowle Haven for providing a
prescription delivery service, shopping and
hospital transport.

Although we are unable to hold the Christmas
lights switch on event this year we will be
installing Christmas trees and lights in
Wickham Square and South Square at
Knowle, look out for a film of the switch on
our website and Facebook!

Natalie White for shopping and prescription
deliveries and helping with the care of a
vulnerable teenager.

Happy Christmas everyone.

Mike and Collette Little for organising the
community response for Knowle, supporting
the local food bank, taking people to medical
appointments, shopping and prescription
deliveries.

Parish Council Meetings

Leanne Hawkins for supporting extremely
vulnerable residents to cancer treatment
appointments, Leanne’s nursing experience
was very much appreciated.

Government guidance means our meetings
are being held virtually for the foreseeable
future, members of the public are still of course
welcome to attend and take part. Please
contact Nicki for information on how to access
meetings.

Alex Milhano who volunteered first for the
NHS but worked very hard for the
communities of Knowle and Wickham
assisting with food and prescription deliveries
and transport to medical appointments. Alex
helped and continues to help with the
collection and delivery of donations to the
foodbank.

7pm 15th December Finance Committee

Nicki Oliver Parish Clerk
Heatherdene, Turkey Island, Shedfield,
Southampton SO32 2JE
Tel 01329 835019
clerk@wickhamparishcouncil.org
www.wickhamparishcouncil.org

Thank you all and to all the volunteers who
have kept the community afloat of the last few
months. It is greatly appreciated.
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coming has damaged the riverbanks. We are
going to need professionals to reinstate the
banks and ensure the Meadows can
accommodate larger visitor numbers.

Wickham Parish
Council News
Wickham Water Meadows
Millennium Green
In 1998 the Parish Council, as a corporate
trustee of the Wickham Water Meadows
Millennium Green Trust, bought the site on
behalf of the people of Wickham with the aid
of grants and generous donations from local
residents.

We have taken specialist advice and have an
ambitious shopping list of enhancements and
protection work we would like to carry out
next year. Check out the plans our website
www.wickhamparishcouncil.org under the
Water Meadows improvements page.
Would you be able to help with fundraising?
Would you consider making a one-off
donation? We are looking at all possible
grant opportunities but will need to
demonstrate local fundraising as well.

There then began, with the help of contractors
and volunteers, the creation of a haven in
which villagers and visitors could relax and
enjoy the abundant wildlife which lives there.

Alongside the fundraising we would like to
invite you to help protect and promote the
Water Meadows by joining the Friends of
Wickham Water Meadows, initially a
Facebook Group, to monitor the fund raising,
delivery, and effectiveness of the
improvements.
More practical help could be by helping the
current volunteers with litter picking and
chatting to visitors. We also have ambitions to
run regular educational fun events for young
people and adults, do you have the specialist
skills for this?
If would like to be involved please contact
Nicki our Parish Clerk – 01329 835019
clerk@wickhamparishcouncil.org or Sue R-J
Chair of Water Meadows. 01329 833165
Thank you for reading and thinking about the
future generations who will enjoy the Water
Meadows.

This summer after lockdown, many people
discovered our peaceful haven – thanks to
Google –and the sheer volume of people

Sue Roger-Jones
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Beavers/Cubs/Scouts/Explorers
Mrs Jenny Bunce
1stwickhamscoutgroup@gmail.com
01329 832 555
Community Care
Duty Co-ordinator 07880732812
Information only; Mrs Heather
Oswald 01329 835 061 &
Mrs Sylvia Wells 01329 609 245

Hampshire County Councillor
Patricia Stallard
02392 251 484
Hampshire Police
CPSO Barry Towler
barry.towler@hampshire.pnn.police.
uk
0845 0454 545
Home-Start Meon Valley
c/o Wickham Centre
01329 835 936
Knowle Village Agent
Loraine Rappé 01329 483 020
Knowle Residents' Association
Chairman Loraine Rappé
07871 436 624

The Rowans Hospice
Local Support Group
07940 805 431
02392 382 433
Toddlers’ Music Group
Mrs Rowlinson
01489 896 731
Tools for Self-Reliance
Mr David Houghton
01329 833 284
University of the Third Age,
U3A
Mr Jim Busby
01329 237 504
Wickham and District Small-bore
Rifle Club
Peter Locke
01329 834 242
Wickham Community Centre
Reception
01329 833 688
Wickham Chamber of Trade
Secretary, Rob Winzar
07770 880 546

Wickham History Society
Vanessa Burlingham
01329 835 283
Wickham Lunch Club
Church Room at 11:30 every
Wednesday
For information:
Lucy Carter 01329 832 928 or
Di Frost 01329 832 633

Wickham Morris Dancers
Mr Eric Bright
30 Wykeham Field
01329 833 927
Wickham Residents Association
Anton Hanney
wickhamres@gmail.com
01329 833 682
Wickham Society
Chris Hoare
01329 836 947
Wickham Surgery
Reception
01329 833 121

Wickham Church of England
Primary School
Reception
01329 833 065

Wickham Twinning Association
Chairman, Therese Evans
Secretary, Mr Keith Best
01489 891 163

Wickham Community Tennis
Sue North
01329 832 016

Wickham Village Agent
David Roger-Jones
01329 833 165

Parish Council Clerk
Mrs Nicki Oliver, Heatherdene,
Turkey Shedfield SO32 2JE
clerk@wickhamparishcouncil.org
01329 835 019

Wickham Cricket Club
Secretary, Ed Morell
edmorell@me.com

Wickham Youth Club
Leader, Mrs Roz Agnew
01329 832 153

Royal British Legion
Secretary: David Robinson
robinsond969@btinternet.com
07484 279 060

Wickham Dynamos FC
Secretary Leslie Wylde
theburtbunch@hotmail.co.uk
01329 834 398

Winchester City Councillors
Cllr Thérèse Evans
01329 832 700
Cllr Angela Clear
01329 832 923

Meon Valley District of Hampshire
Hampshire & Isle of Wight
Neighbourhood Watch Association
Nigel Prior
Area Coordinator
07960959212
www.hampshirealert.co.uk
www.ourwatch.org.uk
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INVESTMENTS

ESTATE PLANNING

Free Financial Review
Is it time for a financial review? We are a highly qualified team with
vast industry experience specialising in:

PENSIONS

* Protection * Pension Planning (pre and post retirement)
* Inheritance tax and trust planning
* Investment and portfolio management * Estate planning
* Workplace Pensions for companies and employees
PROTECTION

If there have been any changes to your work or family circumstances
or if you simply want to look at your options in light of the recent
Pension Freedom changes, now is the perfect time to review your
situation. Please call Simon for a free no-obligation review.

Call: 01329 288 924 visit: www.newcoz.co.uk E-mail: simon@newcoz.co.uk
Newman Cozens Financial Management | Crofton House, Unit C Fareham Heights, Standard Way, Fareham PO16 8XT
Newman Cozens Financial Management is a trading style of Newman Cozens Limited which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Some areas
of advice are not covered by the Financial Conduct Authority, such as Inheritance Tax Planning and Commercial Mortgages. Your home may be repossessed if you do
not keep up repayments on your mortgage.

co.uk

