
1 
 

 

The United Benefice of St John the Baptist, Shedfield and St Nicholas, Wickham 

 

Being Church Together – At Church and At Home 

Sunday 17th January, 2021 
Epiphany 2 

  
At church or at home, we’re being church, together 

 

 

‘Can anything good come out of Nazareth?’ (John 1.46) 

Welcome… to Being Church at Home. In today’s Gospel story two friends, 

Philip and Nathanael, react in very different ways when they unexpectedly 

meet Jesus.  Nathanael’s surprised that Jesus knows not only his name, but 

much more about him too.  Would you be like Nathanael, the sort of person 

who’s full of questions and concerns and wondering, ‘Why would God be 

interested in me?’  Or would you be more like Philip, keen to follow 

straightaway?  The story shows that wherever and whoever who are, Jesus 

finds us and knows us.     
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The ministry team has created this service in the anticipation that it will help the 
whole worshipping community, wherever we may be and each in our own homes, to 
spend time together with God and to encourage us all to know that we are sharing in 
worship with each other.  As a focus during this time of shared prayer and reflection, 
you could light a candle at the start of the service. 

   

Call to worship reflecting on Psalm 139 (see page 4) 

Loving, gracious God, 

you know me better than I know myself. 

You know my motives and my motivation. 

You know my thoughts and why I think them. 

You know what I want to say even before I say anything. 

Even when I struggle to find the words to worship you, 

you know what is in my heart, 

and for that I am truly thankful. 

Surrounded by your presence 

and sustained by your love, 

I have the assurance  

that you hear and accept my spoken and unspoken words, 

because wherever I go, you will be there. 

Amen. 

 

Hymn: Dear Lord and Father of mankind 
Read/pray the words or join in here:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o4KnlQwzl3Y 

 

1 Dear Lord and Father of mankind, 

 forgive our foolish ways! 

 Reclothe us in our rightful mind, 

 in purer lives thy service find, 

 in deeper reverence praise, 

 in deeper reverence praise. 

 

2 In simple trust like theirs who heard, 

 beside the Syrian sea, 

 the gracious calling of the Lord, 

 let us, like them, without a word, 

 rise up and follow thee, 

 rise up and follow thee.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o4KnlQwzl3Y
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3 Drop thy still dews of quietness, 

 ’til all our strivings cease; 

 take from our souls the strain and stress, 

 and let our ordered lives confess 

 the beauty of thy peace, 

 the beauty of thy peace. 

 

4 Breathe through the heats of our desire 

 thy coolness and thy balm; 

 let sense be dumb, let flesh retire; 

 speak through the earthquake, wind and fire, 

 O still small voice of calm! 

 O still small voice of calm! 
 Words: J G Whittier (1807–1892)  Tune: REPTON 
 

We pray together and ask for forgiveness 

Lord, we come before you to say sorry – sorry for all the times we’ve let you, 

ourselves and others down… (take a moment to remember those times) 

We are sorry. 

 

Sometimes, Lord, we’re so busy talking and doing that we don’t hear you.  We 

miss the still, small voice saying ‘Stop… listen…’ (take a moment to remember 

those times) 

We are sorry. 
 

You speak in so many different ways, Lord, through so many different people.  

Very often we take no notice and continue in our own way.  Help us to tune in 

to your voice…  (take a moment to identify the opportunities there are to hear God’s 

voice speaking through the words and actions of other people) 

We are sorry. 

 

Lord, as you use others to speak to us, so you use us to draw people to you.  

But speaking doesn’t always need words – our lives, our attitudes and our 

character speak for us.  We’re sorry that sometimes we’ve let you down by 

pressurising others to conform to our ideas, or we haven’t given other people 

the space and time to draw closer to you.  We’re sorry that we don’t always 

practise what we preach… (take a moment to remember those times) 

We are sorry. 
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Lord, we thank you that we don’t have to earn your forgiveness –  

a forgiveness that doesn’t depend on how worthy we are.   

Our sins are forgiven by and through your generous love for us. 

We give you thanks that you know us and can see our potential, 

for you know who we are created to be. 

Shine the light of your love on us, 

forgive us our sins, 

renew our hope 

and strengthen us with your Word. 

Amen. 

 

The Collect for the Second Sunday of Epiphany 

Almighty God, 

in Christ you make all things new: 

transform the poverty of our nature by the riches of your grace, 

and in the renewal of our lives 

make known your heavenly glory; 

through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God now and for ever. 

Amen. 

 

This morning’s readings 
Reading (1) Psalm 139.1–6, 13–18 
After many months now when life has been challenging, the writer’s words ring very true – 
wherever we are, in whatever circumstances, we can be assured of God’s guidance and love. 
Read the Psalm here, or listen at: 
https://youtu.be/jI2ry7X8NFw 

1 O LORD, you have searched me and known me. 
2 You know when I sit down and when I rise up; 
   you discern my thoughts from far away. 
3 You search out my path and my lying down, 
   and are acquainted with all my ways. 
4 Even before a word is on my tongue, 
   O LORD, you know it completely. 
5 You hem me in, behind and before, 
   and lay your hand upon me. 
6 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; 
   it is so high that I cannot attain it. 

https://youtu.be/jI2ry7X8NFw
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13 For it was you who formed my inward parts; 
   you knit me together in my mother’s womb. 
14 I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. 
   Wonderful are your works; 
that I know very well. 
15   My frame was not hidden from you, 
when I was being made in secret, 
   intricately woven in the depths of the earth. 
16 Your eyes beheld my unformed substance. 
In your book were written 
   all the days that were formed for me, 
   when none of them as yet existed. 
17 How weighty to me are your thoughts, O God! 
   How vast is the sum of them! 
18 I try to count them—they are more than the sand; 
   I come to the end—I am still with you. 

Anthem 
 
Take a few minutes to appreciate John Bell’s 
The Summons, set to the traditional Scottish 
folk tune ‘Kelvingrove’ and performed here by 
musician and choir director Chris Brunelle.  
 
Click here: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y7Y5RWel6eg 

 
Will you come and follow me if I but call your name? 
Will you go where you don’t know and never be the same? 
Will you let my love be shown, will you let my name be known, 
will you let my life be grown in you and you in me? 
 

Reading (2) John 1.43–51    
The Psalm describes how God’s all-embracing knowledge of us stretches back before we 

were born and holds all that we are and might become.  Perhaps its verses were in 

Nathanael’s mind as he tried to work out how Jesus manages to have such an insight into his 

character.   

 

John introduces us to Jesus’s ministry one day at a time: on the previous day, Andrew and 

another of the disciples, along with Simon Peter.  Now, Jesus takes the initiative and finds 

Philip.  This pattern of ‘finding’ continues as the group of disciples takes shape, with some 

finding each other and some being found by Jesus.  The disciples are finding Jesus at another 

level too: ‘We have found the Messiah’ (1.41) describes their connection with his mission and 

ministry.  But when Philip finds Nathanael there’s a blip in the process, because rather than 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y7Y5RWel6eg
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accepting the invitation Nathanael challenges Philip to prove that anything good, let alone 

the Messiah, can come from somewhere so downmarket as Nazareth.  Philip’s reply echoes 

Jesus’s invitation from the previous day – ‘Come and see’ (1.39).  ‘See’ means much more 

than ‘take a look’ here, because seeing is to understand. 

 

Read today’s Gospel passage here, or listen at: 
https://youtu.be/TdM-wdKupJ0 

43 The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, 

‘Follow me.’ 44Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 45Philip 

found Nathanael and said to him, ‘We have found him about whom Moses in the law 

and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth.’ 46Nathanael said to 

him, ‘Can anything good come out of Nazareth?’ Philip said to him, ‘Come and 

see.’ 47When Jesus saw Nathanael coming towards him, he said of him, ‘Here is truly 

an Israelite in whom there is no deceit!’ 48Nathanael asked him, ‘Where did you 

come to know me?’ Jesus answered, ‘I saw you under the fig tree before Philip called 

you.’  

49Nathanael replied, ‘Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of 
Israel!’ 50Jesus answered, ‘Do you believe because I told you that I saw you under the 
fig tree? You will see greater things than these.’ 51And he said to him, ‘Very truly, I 
tell you, you will see heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and 
descending upon the Son of Man.’ 

This morning’s reflection, with the Revd Jane Isaac, Incumbent of the United 

Benefice of St John the Baptist Shedfield and St Nicholas, Wickham 
 
The text is below, or click here: 
https://youtu.be/5pCrVnP27JA 

Had we been able to linger in church 
together to enjoy the ‘favourite presents’ 
conversation that’s a traditional part of 
Christmas Day services in the benefice 
(although it wouldn’t have been the same 
without Stephen to lead it!) – I would 
definitely have shown you a little book David 
gave to me called Rules for Reverends: What 
they don’t teach you at theological college.   
It’s a wry look at clergy life, and – along with 
such gems as ‘The house you are looking for 

in the dark will always be the one without a number’ and ‘There’s never a pen in 
your cassock pocket, even when you know you left one there the last time you had it 
on’ – is this: ‘Beware the preacher who has been to the Holy Land’.   

https://youtu.be/TdM-wdKupJ0
https://youtu.be/5pCrVnP27JA
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Today would have been Ruth’s first Sunday back with us after a week’s pilgrimage to 
Israel and Palestine led by the Bishop for the curates in the diocese.  But that, 
inevitably, was cancelled way back at the start of the pandemic and we can only 
hope that it’s an experience Ruth will be able to have before too long.  It’s four years 
now since this preacher returned from her second visit to the Holy Land, and the 
same rule still applies: ‘Beware’!    

Because those of us who’ve been fortunate enough to go there never seem to stop 
wanting to share our memories and ideas and questions about how the journey has 
changed the way that we read and use the Bible.  Do we, for instance, try to make 
the Bible fit in to current ways of thinking in order to make sense of all those puzzling 
and problematic texts, or do we try to fit into what the Bible’s saying by entering its 
world?  My thinking so far is that we probably don’t need to choose because there’s 
room for both.  It’s a sermon I look forward to sharing! 

It challenged me in other ways too, this land of Israeli/Palestinian separation walls 
and Christians, Muslims and Jews living uneasily alongside each other.  It’s not a holy 
land.  But it is the land where the Holy One lived, and it’s everything I’d anticipated 
and more. It’s history, politics, theology, ministry, story, smells, spices, souks and a 
journey from Bethlehem to Jerusalem, Christmas to Easter, in one morning...  

But that’s enough for now!  Let’s think about 
today’s Gospel reading ‒ and what a gift it is 
to a preacher who’s been to Nazareth!  We’d 
driven there down from Mount Tabor 
through the olive groves on the hills of lower 
Galilee, and if I’m honest, first impressions 
were a bit disappointing.   But Nazareth 
never was anything special, just an 
insignificant village of around 500 people in 
the backwaters of the Roman empire, until 
its associations with Mary, Joseph and Jesus 
made it a Galilean must-see location and it 
developed into a busy tourist destination.  First-century Nazareth was the butt of the 
kind of jokes we’d make about some deeply unfashionable place like, and I hope I’m 
not putting my foot in it here, Scunthorpe or Skegness. 

      

 

 

 

 

 

Minibus journey on the Nazareth road... 
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That’s why, when Philip is desperate to introduce Nathanael to Jesus, there’s such 
irony in Nathanael’s response, ‘Can anything good come out of Nazareth?’  What’s 
happened is that John the Baptist has recognised Jesus as the Son of God and has 
sent Andrew to Jesus.  Andrew’s brought Peter and Peter’s brought Philip but 
Nathanael’s still not expecting anyone special, to be living just around the corner, let 
alone the greatest of the Jewish 
prophets and Son of the Living God. 
Today’s gospel writer, John, is giving 
us a very strong signal here that this 
man, Jesus, is both divine and human, 
the one spoken of by Moses and the 
prophets and at the same time the 
son of Joseph of Nazareth.   

Even before Philip brought Nathanael 
along, Jesus makes it very clear that 
Nathanael’s been marked out for 
special attention: ‘an Israelite in 
whom is no guile’ (that is, a faithful Jew living his life according to his covenant 
promises).  Since they’d not met before, Nathanael wonders where this insight came 
from, so Jesus explains, ‘When you were under the fig tree, I saw you’.  Nathanael 
was following the Jewish custom of reading scripture in the shade of his fig tree ‒ 
and indeed guides make sure to show today’s pilgrims a fig tree reputed to be 
related to that very tree! 

In the blink of an eye Nathanael goes from scepticism to declaring Jesus to be the 
Son of God and the King of Israel.  ‘Slow down,’ Jesus suggests, ‘I’m not some kind of 
clairvoyant or magician: you’ve got a lot to learn ‒ you can’t have any idea yet about 
how God will bring heaven and earth back together.’  Like Jacob, Nathanael will 
eventually see the link between heaven and earth, only this time it won’t be a ladder 
but Jesus that’s the connection: ‘You will see heaven opened and the angels of God 
ascending and descending,’ Jesus explains. 

Today’s reading lets us know that being a disciple isn’t just about following, as 
Nathanael was so eager to do.  It’s about learning too: after all, ‘disciple’ comes from 
discipulus ‒ ‘pupil’.   When Jesus says ‘Come, follow me’ the meaning is ‘Come, 
follow me and learn with me as well’.  Discipleship’s about encountering things 
differently.  About seeing them in a different light, seeing Jesus in a different light, 
journeying into a deeper experience of the gospel.  This pattern is repeated right 
through John’s writing, and it’s one Rowen Williams explains wonderfully well: ‘Each 
Christian generation makes itself responsible, as did Jesus’s first friends, for bringing 
people into relationship with him and so with each other.  When that happens, the 
Church “happens” ‒ it is always helpful to think of the Church as an event before it is 
an institution’ (Christ the Heart of Creation.  Continuum, 2018). 

.   

          James Tissot, Nathanael under the fig tree, c1886 
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You’ll remember that my visits to 
the Holy Land make me wonder 
about how I read the Bible?  I’ve 
realised that we mustn’t let our 
worries about our ability to 
describe it properly or to 
understand it completely stand in 
the way of sharing the good news 
which is Jesus.  As today’s Collect 
reminds us, discipleship is a work 
in progress and a lifetime’s 
learning: ‘Transform the poverty 
of our nature by the riches of 

your grace, and in the renewal of our lives make known your heavenly glory’.  May 
we, like Nathanael, grow in wisdom and in faith, and each of us, in and through our 
our own unique discipleship, prove that something good did come out of Nazareth.  
Amen. 

A time of reflection and prayer  

 God surprises us, just as he did Nathanael and Philip.   

When did God last surprise you? 

How might you surprise God? 

Like the first disciples, we’re all called to share the 

good news of the gospel. Each in our own individual 

way – through prayer, words, relationships, actions… 

What is your favourite way of sharing your faith?  

What gets in the way of passing it on?  What makes it easier? 

 

 

     Stained glass panels in the Taizé Community chapel 

As part of this morning’s prayer time, you might choose to listen to or join in with the 

Taizé Virtual Choir singing Ubi caritas (Jacques Berthier, 1923 – 1994): 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z9zvDBPkgOk 

Ubi caritas et amor; ubi caritas, Deus tibi est. 

Where there is charity and love, God is there. 

 

Holy Land pilgrimage with Bishop Christopher 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z9zvDBPkgOk
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God our companion, we pray for everyone who feels alone: 

for refugees who have left behind their country, their homes and everything 

that is familiar; 

for those who are imprisoned for protesting for human rights; 

for those who are isolated because of the pandemic, especially those in 

nursing homes and those unable to see their families. 

Hear our prayer and draw us closer to you. 

 
 

Ubi caritas et amor; ubi caritas, Deus tibi est. 

Where there is charity and love, God is there. 

 

 

God, almighty and ever-present, we pray for the countries of the world: 

for the states of America to be united in the days ahead as a new 

administration gets underway; 

for those around the world at the mercy of extreme weather conditions; 

for the people of Japan and of Indonesia, especially those rescue workers who 

died trying to save others and for those bereaved in the plane crash; 

for those tackling the climate change challenges of our time and for our own 

response in our day to day lives; 

for our Government and all whose decisions affect millions of lives. 

Hear our prayer and draw us closer to you. 
 

 

Ubi caritas et amo; ubi caritas, Deus tibi est. 

Where there is charity and love, God is there. 

 

 

Loving God, we pray for those who are being pushed to their limits at work and 

at home: 

for those working on intensive care wards; 

for the emergency services and all those on community frontlines; 

for hospital chaplains; 

for GPs and surgery staff, teachers and support teams, for parents and 

students, for all whose mental health is at breaking point; 

for one another as we manage lockdown restrictions locally and nationally; 

Taizé  cross 
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for those whose businesses are closed, whose shops are locked up, whose 

venues have no guests; 

for those whose money is running out, for those on the brink of despair. 

Hear our prayer and draw us closer to you. 

 

 

Ubi caritas et amor; ubi caritas, Deus tibi est. 

Where there is charity and love, God is there. 

 

 

Father God, we pray for one another: 

for our families, friends and neighbours, our communities, our churches; 

for the strength to speak of your love for your children without using words, 

reaching out to those who are unwell or grieving and bringing fresh hope to 

those who feel forgotten and are vulnerable; 

for ourselves, right here and now –  

for all that we are and think and feel. 

Hear our prayer and draw us closer to you. 

 
 

Ubi caritas et amor; ubi caritas, Deus tibi est. 

Where there is charity and love, God is there. 

 
 

Our Father,  

who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread,  
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation;  
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory; 
for ever and ever.   
Amen. 
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Almighty and loving God, 

our hearts are lifted by your presence in our lives. 

Just as you recognised Nathanael, you recognise us 

and know who we are created to be. 

We give thanks that you know us and can see our potential.  

Help us to bless others in your name 

and reassure us that through all the uncertainties of our lives at the moment 

you are there for us. 

Amen. 

 

Hymn: There is a Redeemer 
Read/pray the words or join in here: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G0LA3GvAUGU 
 

1 There is a Redeemer, 

 Jesus, God’s own Son, 

 precious Lamb of God, Messiah, 

 Holy One. 

 Thank you, O my Father, 

 for giving us your Son, 

 and leaving your Spirit  

 ’til the work on earth is done. 

 

2 Jesus, my Redeemer, 

 name above all names, 

 precious Lamb of God, Messiah, 

 O for sinners slain. 

 Thank you, O my Father, 

 for giving us your Son, 

 and leaving your Spirit  

 ’til the work on earth is done. 

 

3 When I stand in glory, 

 I will see his face, 

 and there I’ll serve my King for ever, 

 in that holy place. 

  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G0LA3GvAUGU
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 Thank you, O my Father, 

 for giving us your Son, 

 and leaving your Spirit  

 ’til the work on earth is done. 
 Words and tune: M Green (b. 1946)   

 

Closing prayer  

Loving God, 
you are always ready to hear us; 
always ready to teach us if we have eyes to see and ears to listen; 
always showing us the depths of your love and understanding; 
always wanting to comfort us and to celebrate with us. 
May we share your hope in our homes, our lives and our communities  
and may we never forget that, no matter what,  
we are never alone. 
Amen. 
 

Blessing 
May the peace of God be in our churches. 
May the peace of God be in our homes. 
May the peace of God be in our hearts. 
 
And the blessing of God, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
be with us all,  
today and in the days to come. 
Amen. 
 

 

 
To enjoy now or later…  More ‘rules for 
reverends’ – see my reflection on page 6!  (Jeremy 
Fletcher, Rules for Reverends.  BRF, 2015. 

   
The one time you answer the phone in an amusing 
way will be the one time you wish you hadn’t. 
There should be a misprint in every order of service:  
only God is perfect. 
Coloured raffle tickets are hard to tell apart.   

If cups and saucers are provided, they must be green.  This is another law. 
No, it’s not a job. Yes, it’s the best in the world. 


