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The United Benefice of St John the Baptist, Shedfield and St Nicholas, Wickham 

 

Being Church At Home  

Sunday 7th March, 2021 

Third Sunday of Lent 

 

 

At church or at home, we’re being church, together 
 

 

 

 

 

‘Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this law.  
Lord, have mercy upon us, and write all these laws in our hearts,  

we beseech thee’ 
             Book of Common Prayer 

 

  

 

 

 

The ministry team has created this service in the anticipation that it will help 
the whole worshipping community, each in our own homes, to spend time 
together with God and to encourage us all to know that we are sharing in 
worship with each other. As a focus during this time of shared prayer and 
reflection, you could light a candle at the start of the service.  
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Welcome 
 

 
 

The Ten Commandments Stones - Buckland Beacon, Dartmoor, Devon 

 
 
High up on Buckland Beacon in Dartmoor you get a glorious panoramic 
view, but you can also see the ‘Ten Commandments Stones’ although 
they are obviously not the original version! When Parliament rejected 
the proposed new 1928 Book of Common Prayer, William Whitely, the 
Lord of Buckland Manor, commissioned the sculptor W A Clement to 
engrave these stones to celebrate the rejection of the new book prayer 
book which he considered was ‘a popish trend’.  
 
If you visit the stones you will find that there are actually eleven 
commandments written on them. Apparently after carving the ten 
commandments there was a large space at the bottom of the second 
stone so the sculptor added the new commandment that Jesus gave to 
his disciples ‘A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one 
another.’ (John 13.34) 
 
In today’s service Revd Jane reflects that the Commandments and the letter to 
the Corinthians that we read today are the work of the same God even if, on 
the surface, they appear to be in conflict with each other.  
 
 
Revd Ruth 
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Call to worship 
 The commandment of the Lord is pure and gives light to the eyes. 
 Christ, the sun of righteousness, 
 rise in our hearts this day,  and enfold us in the brightness of your love 
As we worship together, in our own homes or in church, 
we pray that your strength will enable us to write all your laws in our hearts, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.   
Amen. 
 
 

We pray together and ask for forgiveness 
 
Psalm 19.7-11, 14 
The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul; 
the testimony of the Lord is sure and gives wisdom to the simple. 
The statutes of the Lord are right and rejoice the heart;  
the commandment of the Lord is pure and gives light to the eyes. 
The fear of the Lord is clean and endures for ever;   
the judgements of the Lord are true and righteous altogether. 
More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold,   
sweeter also than honey, dripping from the honeycomb. 
By them also is your servant taught   
and in keeping them there is great reward.  
Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart  
be acceptable in your sight,  
O Lord, my strength and my redeemer. 

  

God our Father, we come to you in sorrow for our sins. 
 
For turning away from you, and ignoring your will for our lives;  
Father, forgive us. 
 
For behaving just as we wish, without thinking of you; 
Father, forgive us. 
 
For failing you by what we do, and think and say; 
Father, forgive us. 
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For letting ourselves be drawn away from you by temptations in the world  
about us; 
Father, forgive us. 
 
For living as if we were ashamed to belong to your Son; 
Father, forgive us. 
 
May the God of love and power forgive us and free us from our sins, 
heal and strengthen us by his Spirit, and raise us to new life  
in Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
The Collect for the Third Sunday of Lent 
Almighty God, 
whose most dear Son went not up to joy but first he suffered pain, 
and entered not into glory before he was crucified: 
mercifully grant that we, walking in the way of the cross, 
may find it none other than the way of life and peace; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 

Hymn:  Help us, O Lord, to learn 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cepurn3tuzQ 
I struggled to find a better recording of this hymn but wanted to include it for the 
words. You may wish to listen to the link, or just read the words.  
 

Help us, O Lord, to learn  
the truths thy word imparts: 
to study that thy laws may be 
inscribed upon our hearts. 
 
Help us, O Lord, to live 
the faith which we proclaim, 
that all our thoughts and words and deeds 
may glorify thy name.  
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cepurn3tuzQ
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Help us, O Lord, to teach 
the beauty of thy ways, 
that yearning souls may find the Christ, 
and sing aloud his praise.  
William Watkins Reid, Jr. (1923-2009) 

 

This morning’s readings 
Read the verses here (below), or listen to Edward and Annabel here: 

https://youtu.be/fjejNG-Svrw 
 
1 Corinthians 1.18-25 
18 For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, 
but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is written, 
‘I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the discerning I 
will thwart.’ 

20 Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of 
this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21 For since, in 
the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God 
decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who 
believe. 22 For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, 23 but we 
proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling-block to Jews and foolishness to 
Gentiles, 24 but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the 
power of God and the wisdom of God. 25 For God’s foolishness is wiser than 
human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength. 
 
John 2.13-22 
13 The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14 In the 
temple he found people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money-
changers seated at their tables. 15 Making a whip of cords, he drove all of them 
out of the temple, both the sheep and the cattle. He also poured out the coins 
of the money-changers and overturned their tables. 16 He told those who were 
selling the doves, ‘Take these things out of here! Stop making my Father’s 
house a market-place!’ 17 His disciples remembered that it was written, ‘Zeal 
for your house will consume me.’ 18 The Jews then said to him, ‘What sign can 
you show us for doing this?’ 19 Jesus answered them, ‘Destroy this temple, and 
in three days I will raise it up.’ 20 The Jews then said, ‘This temple has been 
under construction for forty-six years, and will you raise it up in three 
days?’ 21 But he was speaking of the temple of his body. 22 After he was raised 
from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this; and they 
believed the scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken. 

https://youtu.be/fjejNG-Svrw
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Time to reflect – with the Revd Jane Isaac 
In my previous parish, Lent was the time when the tradition was to read the 

ten commandments at 8 o’clock communion – not just two of them as we do 

here in the benefice and most churches do, but all of them – in full King James 

Version splendour, with repeated requests to ‘incline our hearts to keep these 

laws’. 

And remembering that, and thinking about this morning’s epistle, it seems to 

me that one could get the impression that the ten commandments and the 

letter to the Corinthians we’ve read from this morning are completely in 

conflict with each other.  Don’t they give two irreconcilable pictures of the 

nature of God and our response to it?  The God of the ten commandments is 

surely one who loves order and rules, and so in order to please this God, we 

have to follow his rules.  But the God of the first letter to the Corinthians is 

anarchic and incomprehensible, wanting us to abandon any idea of hierarchy 

and order and to define God as ‘Christ crucified’.  

Well – no, they aren’t two irreconcilable interpretations of God.  Because the 

ten commandments were intended to create a society that recognised the 

strange, irrational work of God so that when the time came the world was 

ready to preach Christ crucified.  If we’ve made the ten commandments into 

tame, safe rules it’s because humankind has a genius for turning down the 

volume on God, to the point where we can’t hear him too clearly.   

If we forget what we thought we knew about the ten commandments and read 

them again – have a look at Exodus 20 – it’s clear that God is asking something 

extraordinary of his people.  He’s asking them to throw away all their other 

comforts and securities and rely on him alone.  He’s asking them to forget all 

the normal rules of power and hierarchy and to build a society that reflects his 

preference for the poor and the powerless. 

God’s asking the Israelites to believe that only he is real and holy – no other 

back-ups are allowed.  They couldn’t believe in God and carry on keeping other 

gods on the back burner.  With hot ash falling on them and thunder deafening 

them, that would have been obvious to the Israelites, but people are good at 

forgetting. 

The other rules are equally strange – nowadays we’d say counter-cultural.   

Why waste one whole day resting?  The Israelites can’t even choose which day 

– one whole day when they have to remember that the world isn’t there for 

their own use.  And if that isn’t odd enough, there’s a set of rules designed to 
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prevent people from using human nature and their individual proclivities for 

their own ends.  They can’t take what they want; the canny can’t wriggle their 

way out of things; no one can go off with whoever they want to, whenever 

they want to. 

 

These commandments aren’t rational – human as we are, we aren’t by nature 

predisposed to ‘incline our hearts’ towards keeping them!  They’re anarchic 

and unpredictable and a reminder that the world may not be quite what it 

seems: they’re the work of the same God who lives out his holiness, his 

strength, on the cross.  And if we’re inclined to forget that, then this morning’s 

gospel and Jesus’s reaction to the moneychangers in the Temple is a timely 

Lenten reminder. 

 

The commandments would be a source of blessing today if their call to respect 

life and personhood were taken seriously. Anger’s not often seen as a virtue, 

but just occasionally it’s a signal that something’s wrong and it stirs us into 

action. And in God’s upside-down kingdom, as communities in crisis have 

proved time and again, it’s ordinary people who are the movers and shakers – 

our choices and our actions can change the world.   

 

One of the special prayers for today, the third Sunday in Lent, sums it up 

wonderfully well: Merciful Lord, with joy we have offered thanksgiving for your 

love in creation and have shared in the bread and the wine of the kingdom: by 

your grace plant within us a reverence for all that you give us and make us 

generous and wise stewards of the good things we enjoy; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord.  Amen. 

 

Hymn: Lead me Lord 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XLtIylXJ3V4 

This anthem, composed by Samuel Sebastian Wesley (1810 – 1876) who was the 

grandson of Charles Wesley. It is based on words from Psalm 5 and forms part of the 

longer anthem ‘Praise the Lord, O my soul’.  

 

Lead me, Lord, lead me in your righteousness, 

make your way plain before my face. 

 

For it is you, Lord, you, Lord, only ,  

that makest me dwell in safety.     

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XLtIylXJ3V4
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A time of prayer  
Let us remind ourselves of how we all belong together through the things in 

which we believe, as at home and in church we say: 

 

We believe in God the Father, 

from whom every family 

in heaven and on earth is named. 

We believe in God the Father. 

 

We believe in God the Son, 

who lives in our hearts through faith, 

and fills us with his love. 

We believe in God the Son. 

 

We believe in God the Holy Spirit, 

who strengthens us 

with power from on high. 

We believe in God the Holy Spirit. 

 

We believe in one God, 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

We believe in one God, 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 

 

We are gathered together, each in our own homes, in the knowledge of God’s 

love so, let us pray to our Saviour for the Church, the world and ourselves, and 

let us give thanks to God for his goodness.   

 
Lord, you come to your Temple with zeal and indignation. 
Come to your church and drive from it all misguided priorities  
so that we may obey your commandments. 
May our words, thoughts and deeds be acceptable in your sight.  
 
Lord, you come to places of power and some are affronted by your audacity. 
Open the hearts of all in leadership so that at this difficult time 
they will be open to the challenge of your Kingdom. 
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Lord, you come to our lives with compassion and searching judgement. 
In our frailty give us time to reflect on what is amiss 
and in repentance to seek your restoring grace.  
Create in us a fitting dwelling place for your glory. 
 
Lord, you come to us with the promise of your resurrection. 
Give comfort and hope to all who mourn. 
Bring us to new life with you. 
 
Merciful Father, 
accept these prayers  
for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ.   Amen. 
 
 
Our Father,  
who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done;    
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread,  
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,  
the power and the glory; 
for ever and ever.   Amen. 
 
 
Closing prayer  
Almighty God, 
we thank you for the gift of your holy word. 
May it be a lantern to our feet, 
a light to our paths, 
and a strength to our lives. 
Take us and use us 
to love and serve 
in the power of the Holy Spirit 
and in the name of your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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Hear the teaching of Jesus: 
‘Blessed are those who hear the word of God and obey it.’ 
Let us go now to do God’s will; 
And may the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among us and remain with us always. 
Amen. 
 
 

Hymn:  A new commandment 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aqM2Ujl7Aas 
This short worship song is based on the famous passage in John 13 34-35. Although it 
is a fairly modern hymn and very well known the composer is listed as ‘unknown.’ 
 

A new commandment 
I give unto you: 
that you love one another  
as I have loved you, 
that you love one another  
as I have loved you. 
  
By this shall all men  
know you are My disciples  
if you have love one for another. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aqM2Ujl7Aas

