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The United Benefice of St John the Baptist, Shedfield and St Nicholas, Wickham 

 

Being Church At Home  

Sunday 18th April, 2021 

Third Sunday of Easter 

 

 

 

At church or at home, we’re being church, together 
 

 

I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, 
and whoever believes in my will never be thirsty. 

John 6.35 

  

 
 
The ministry team has created this service in the anticipation that it will help 
the whole worshipping community, whether at home or in church, to spend 
time together with God and to encourage us all to know that we are sharing in 
worship with each other. As a focus during this time of shared prayer and 
reflection, you could light a candle at the start of the service.  
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Welcome 
The fifty days of Eastertide is a time when the joy created at Easter is sustained 
through the following seven weeks and the Church celebrates the gloriously 
risen Christ.  
 
At the end of a week when the nation has been mourning the death of His 
Royal Highness Phillip, Duke of Edinburgh we are aware that our prayers are 
not always answered in the way we would wish. In our service today Juliet 
reflects on how although we pray for what we think we need God’s plan may 
be very different and almost always carries some challenge within it. But we 
also read that ‘by faith in his names, his name itself has made this man strong’.  
 
Revd Ruth 
 
 

Morning Service – Being Church at Home 
 
Call to worship 
Living God, 
your Son made himself known to his disciples 
in the breaking of bread: 

 As we come together to worship, in our own homes or in church, 
open the eyes of our faith, 
that we may see him in all his redeeming work; 
who is alive and reigns, now and for ever. 

 Amen. 

 

 

We pray together and ask for forgiveness 
Jesus Christ, risen Master and triumphant Lord, 
we come to you in sorrow for our sins, 
and confess to you our weakness and unbelief. 
 
We have lived by our own strength, 
and not by the power of your resurrection. 
In your mercy, forgive us. 
Lord, hear us and help us. 
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We have lived by the light of our own eyes, 
as faithless and not believing. 
In your mercy, forgive us. 
Lord, hear us and help us. 
 
We have lived for this world alone, 
and doubted our home in heaven. 
In your mercy, forgive us. 
Lord, hear us and help us. 
 
 
The Collect for the Third Sunday of Easter 
Almighty Father, 
who in your great mercy gladdened the disciples 
with the sight of the risen Lord: 
give us such knowledge of his presence with us, 
that we may be strengthened and sustained by his risen life 
and serve you continually in righteousness and truth; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 
 

Hymn  - In Christ alone 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JWiFYJMGas0 
 

In Christ alone my hope is found, 
he is my light, my strength, my song; 
this cornerstone, this solid ground, 
firm through the fiercest drought and storm. 
What heights of love, what depths of peace 
when fears are stilled, when strivings cease! 
My comforter, my all in all 
Here, in the love of Christ, I stand. 

 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JWiFYJMGas0
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In Christ alone who took on flesh, 
fullness of God in helpless babe! 
This gift of love and righteousness, 
scorned by the ones he came to save: 
'til on that cross, as Jesus died, 
the wrath of God was satisfied, 
for every sin on him was laid, 
here in the death of Christ I live. 
 
There in the ground his body lay, 
light of the world by darkness slain: 
then bursting forth in glorious day 
up from the grave, he rose again! 
And as he stands in victory 
sin's curse has lost its grip on me, 
for I am his and he is mine 
bought with the precious blood of Christ. 

No guilt in life, no fear in death, 
this is the power of Christ in me; 
from life's first cry to final breath, 
Jesus commands my destiny. 
No power of hell, no scheme of man, 
can ever pluck me from his hand; 
'til he returns or calls me home, 
Here in the power of Christ I stand. 

 
This morning’s readings 
 
Acts 3 12-19 
12 When Peter saw it, he addressed the people, ‘You Israelites, why do you 
wonder at this, or why do you stare at us, as though by our own power or piety 
we had made him walk? 13 The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God 
of Jacob, the God of our ancestors has glorified his servant Jesus, whom you 
handed over and rejected in the presence of Pilate, though he had decided to 
release him. 14 But you rejected the Holy and Righteous One and asked to have 
a murderer given to you, 15 and you killed the Author of life, whom God raised 
from the dead. To this we are witnesses. 16 And by faith in his name, his name 
itself has made this man strong, whom you see and know; and the faith that is 
through Jesus has given him this perfect health in the presence of all of you. 
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17 ‘And now, friends, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your 
rulers. 18 In this way God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the 
prophets, that his Messiah would suffer. 19 Repent therefore, and turn to God 
so that your sins may be wiped out, 

Luke 24 36-48 
36 While they were talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said 
to them, ‘Peace be with you.’  37 They were startled and terrified, and thought 
that they were seeing a ghost. 38 He said to them, ‘Why are you frightened, and 
why do doubts arise in your hearts? 39 Look at my hands and my feet; see that 
it is I myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost does not have flesh and bones as 
you see that I have.’ 40 And when he had said this, he showed them his hands 
and his feet. 41 While in their joy they were disbelieving and still wondering, he 
said to them, ‘Have you anything here to eat?’ 42 They gave him a piece of 
broiled fish, 43 and he took it and ate in their presence. 

44 Then he said to them, ‘These are my words that I spoke to you while I was 
still with you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the 
prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.’ 45 Then he opened their minds to 
understand the scriptures, 46 and he said to them, ‘Thus it is written, that the 
Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, 47 and that 
repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all 
nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things. 

 
 

Time to reflect – with the Revd Juliet Montague 
Our reading this morning refers to an incident that has just taken place. Peter 
and John had encountered a crippled man begging at the temple entrance. The 
man had never been able to walk so friends or family carried him every day 
down to the gate of the temple to beg with all the other beggars. But on that 
day he got more than he bargained for. When Peter said to him 'I have neither 
silver nor gold, but I will give you what I have, in the name of Jesus Christ from 
Nazareth, walk!' So the man was healed and at the beginning of our reading 
we hear that he came into the temple still clinging to Peter and John. Everyone 
is naturally amazed and Peter points out that it is through faith in Jesus (who 
they had crucified) that this man has been made whole.  Peter says, you didn't 
know what you were doing, but it fitted God's purpose. 

We often do not get what we pray for, the man expected money to buy food, 
just as he had received every day for so long, why should that day be any 
different. Jesus did not know from the beginning that he would end up on a 
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cross, and right up to the garden of Gethsemane he was still asking his Father if 
there could be some alternative way. This is the problem with prayer, we ask 
for what we think we need, and it may seem perfectly reasonable, but we 
cannot see the bigger picture, or God's plan for us within it. 

God's response to our prayers almost always carries some challenge within it. 
We might imagine that the crippled man would be overjoyed when he found 
he could walk, but the transition from being an object of pity, and the charity 
of other people, with nothing expected from him, to being a man with all the 
normal responsibilities, needing to find work to support himself, perhaps with 
family to care for may have been difficult. There might have been times when 
he later thought that life was so much easier when he was simply a cripple. 
While the challenge that Jesus faced was the worst possible - humiliation, 
agony, and a slow tortured dying, with no benefit in it for him, everything was 
for us.  

God's answer to prayer often seems perverse. When the suffering of some 
people brings forth enormous compassion and sacrifice on the part of those 
caring from them then surely we ask, Lord how can it be right to use a human 
being as a tool to bring greater humanity and love out of others? But we need 
to understand that suffering is part of the human condition, the result of our 
biodegradability, or the suffering we inflict upon one another, God does not 
chose to inflict suffering upon us as individuals. But within all that messiness of 
life lies the possibility of redemption, through the compassion, love and 
sacrifice of those who try to help, but also by the way we bear our portion of 
suffering. Where prayer strengthens the sufferer to resist bitterness, self-pity 
and despair - not so that we who look on can say how brave she is, or how 
wonderfully he keeps his sense of humour in spite of everything - but that the 
sufferer themselves is not reduced to the status of victim, or a set of 
symptoms, a disease. Prayer acknowledges that however we may feel, 
whatever is happening to us, we are a precious child of God, a person of 
infinite worth, a human being. 

Out of all those anonymous beggars at the gate that day, Peter and John 
singled out one man, apparently more as a means to testify to the saving 
power of Jesus Christ than for the man himself. It reminds me of how some 
years ago I was on a Black Sea cruise, the ship called at Odessa, my sister and I 
went on shore to explore, and quickly became aware of just how poor people 
were, there was little to buy in the shops, but far worse were the gatherings 
around the doorways of the churches, people with huge disfiguring growths, 
an elderly woman in an old black cost kneeling on the pavement. We did not 
have enough money to help them all, but one young man, clearly with special 
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needs, kept following us, he was shooed away by street traders, but he kept 
coming back so we gave him all we had in cash, except for the cost of a cup of 
coffee. It seemed then that to do something significant for this one man was 
better than giving the equivalent of a few pence to all to all of them.  

We cannot solve the problems of the world, but if every one of us can make a 
difference to a single human being, then perhaps we can bring a little more of 
God’s healing power and love into the world. 

 
    

A time of prayer  
We read that by faith in his name the man was made strong. 
Let us remind ourselves of how we all belong together through the things in 

which we believe, as at home and in church we say: 

 

We believe in God the Father, 

from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named. 

We believe in God the Father. 

 

We believe in God the Son, 

who lives in our hearts through faith, and fills us with his love. 

We believe in God the Son. 

 

We believe in God the Holy Spirit, 

who strengthens us with power from on high. 

We believe in God the Holy Spirit. 

 

We believe in one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

We believe in one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 

As we are gathered together, each in our own homes or in church,  

in the knowledge of God’s love so, let us pray to our Saviour  

for the Church, the world and ourselves,  

and let us give thanks to God for his goodness.   

 

Lord Jesus Christ, you appeared to your disciples and brought them peace. 

May your church rejoice in your presence and life giving spirit;  

we ask you to bring your peace into our world. 
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Lord Jesus Christ, you turned doubt into faith, 

bring us through our doubts,  

so that we may have the strength to proclaim you as Lord and God. 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, you sent your disciples to bring forgiveness, 

help us to turn our hearts from all that is wrong, 

and help us to do those things which we know we should be doing. 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, you speak tenderly to the afflicted, 

hold close to you all those who are troubled in body, mind or spirit; 

bring us through times of trial that we may praise and glorify your name. 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, you were handed over to be crucified so that we may live, 

we pray for all those who have died trusting in this hope,  

and for all who mourn. 

Grant them peace.  

 

Merciful Father, accept these prayers  
for the sake of your Son,  
our Saviour Jesus Christ.   Amen. 
 
 
Our Father,  
who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done;    
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread,  
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,  
the power and the glory; 
for ever and ever.   Amen. 
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Closing prayer  
Risen Christ, 
you filled your disciples with boldness and fresh hope: 
fill us with your peace  
and strengthen us to proclaim your risen life 
to the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 
 
May God the Father, 
by whose love Christ was raised from the dead, 
open to those who believe the gates of everlasting life. 
Amen. 
 
May God the Son, 
who in bursting from the grave has won a glorious victory, 
give us joy as we share the Easter faith. 
Amen. 
 
May God the Holy Spirit, 
who filled the disciples with the life of the risen Lord, 
empower us and fill us with Christ’s peace. 
Amen. 
  
And may the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among us and remain with us always. 
Amen. 
 
 
Hymn:  Father hear the prayer we offer 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xQsFc0kZoYM 

 
Father, hear the prayer we offer: 
not for ease that prayer shall be, 
but for strength that we may ever 
live our lives courageously. 

Not for ever in green pastures 
do we ask our way to be; 
but the steep and rugged pathway 
may we tread rejoicingly. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xQsFc0kZoYM


10 
 

 

Not forever by still waters 
would we idly rest and stay; 
but would smite the living fountains 
from the rocks along our way. 

Be our strength in hours of weakness, 
in our wanderings be our Guide; 
through endeavour, failure, danger, 
Father, be thou at our side. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Prayer is a plant, the seed of which is sown in the heart of every 
Christian, if it is well cultivated and nourished it will produce fruit, 

but if it is neglected, it will wither and die 

 


