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The United Benefice of St John the Baptist, Shedfield and St Nicholas, Wickham 

 

Being Church At Home  

Sunday 16th May 2021 

Seventh  Sunday of Easter –  

Sunday after Ascension Day 

 

 

At church or at home, we’re being church, together 
 

 
‘I came from the Father and have come into the world; again, I am leaving 

the world and am going to the Father.’ 
John 16.28 

  

 
 
The ministry team has created this service in the anticipation that it will help 
the whole worshipping community, whether at home or in church, to spend 
time together with God and to encourage us all to know that we are sharing in 
worship with each other. As a focus during this time of shared prayer and 
reflection, you could light a candle at the start of the service.  
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Welcome 
The fifty days of Eastertide is a time when the joy created at Easter is sustained 
through the following seven weeks and the Church celebrates the gloriously 
risen Christ. Since the late fourth century the fortieth day of Easter marked a 
particular celebration of Christ’s ascension.  
 
Over the forty days since Easter Day the risen Christ had appeared to his 
disciples and there had been much talk of the kingdom of God and the coming 
of the Spirit.  At the ascension Jesus commissions his disciples to continue his 
work, he promises the gift of the Holy Spirit, and then he is no longer among 
them in the flesh. The ascension is therefore closely connected with the 
theme of mission. It is also a time of transformation as the disciples are 
transformed from the terrified men hiding in the locked room to apostles who 
are commissioned by Jesus to go out and proclaim the Good news. Next 
Sunday we will celebrate the arrival of the promised gift of the Holy Spirit on 
the day of Pentecost at the end of the Easter season. 

This week is also ‘Christian Aid’ week in which we think about the people 
whose lives are transformed by the work of this charity.  

 
Revd Ruth 
 

 
Morning Service – Being Church at Home 
 
Call to worship 

 Lord Jesus Christ 
 you have ascended beyond the horizons which our eyes can see, 
 and further that the limits which our minds can reach. 
 No longer restricted to one place, 
 you are seated on the throne of heaven, 
 and present in all places.  
 As we come together, in our own homes or in church, 
 we pray that our discipleship in this world  
 may be touched with the glory of heaven, 
 and that as we hallow your name in heaven  
 we may follow your way on earth. Amen. 
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We pray together and ask for forgiveness 
Jesus Christ, risen Master and triumphant Lord, 
we come to you in sorrow for our sins, 
and confess to you our weakness and unbelief. 
 
We have lived by our own strength, 
and not by the power of your resurrection. 
In your mercy, forgive us. 
Lord, hear us and help us. 
 
We have lived by the light of our own eyes, 
as faithless and not believing. 
In your mercy, forgive us. 
Lord, hear us and help us. 
 
We have lived for this world alone, 
and doubted our home in heaven. 
In your mercy, forgive us. 
Lord, hear us and help us. 
 
 
The Collect for the Seventh Sunday of Easter 
O God the King of glory, 
you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ 
with great triumph to your kingdom in heaven: 
we beseech you, leave us not comfortless, 
but send your Holy Spirit to strengthen us 
and exalt us to the place where our Saviour Christ is gone before, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 

 
This morning’s readings 
 
Acts 1 15-17, 21-end 
15 In those days Peter stood up among the believers (a group numbering about 
a hundred and twenty) 16 and said, “Brothers and sisters, the Scripture had to 
be fulfilled in which the Holy Spirit spoke long ago through David concerning 
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Judas, who served as guide for those who arrested Jesus. 17 He was one of our 
number and shared in our ministry.” 
 
21 Therefore it is necessary to choose one of the men who have been with us 
the whole time the Lord Jesus was living among us, 22 beginning from John’s 
baptism to the time when Jesus was taken up from us. For one of these must 
become a witness with us of his resurrection.” 23 So they nominated two men: 
Joseph called Barsabbas (also known as Justus) and Matthias. 24 Then they 
prayed, “Lord, you know everyone’s heart. Show us which of these two you 
have chosen 25 to take over this apostolic ministry, which Judas left to go where 
he belongs.” 26 Then they cast lots, and the lot fell to Matthias; so he was 
added to the eleven apostles. 
 

John 17 6-19 
6 ‘I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. 
They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your 
word. 7 Now they know that everything you have given me is from you; 8 for 
the words that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have received 
them and know in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you 
sent me. 9 I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, 
but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are yours. 10 All mine 
are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them. 11 And now I 
am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. 
Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they 
may be one, as we are one. 12 While I was with them, I protected them in your 
name that you have given me. I guarded them, and not one of them was lost 
except the one destined to be lost, so that the scripture might be 
fulfilled. 13 But now I am coming to you, and I speak these things in the world 
so that they may have my joy made complete in themselves.14 I have given 
them your word, and the world has hated them because they do not belong to 
the world, just as I do not belong to the world. 15 I am not asking you to take 
them out of the world, but I ask you to protect them from the evil one.  16 They 
do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world. 17 Sanctify 
them in the truth; your word is truth. 18 As you have sent me into the world, so 
I have sent them into the world. 19 And for their sakes I sanctify myself, so that 
they also may be sanctified in truth. 
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Time to reflect – with the Revd Jane Isaac 
It was Julian of Norwich who famously said that ‘all shall be well, and all shall 
be well, and all manner of things shall be well.’  As a child, those were words 
with which I was very familiar because I read them every day on a set of 
placemats that my mother had bought years before in the Norwich Cathedral 
giftshop.   So it was a bit of shock to discover one day that Julian of Norwich – 
some six centuries before she was re-imaged as a source of inspirational 
tableware – had been a Christian mystic whose account of God’s plan for 
humanity had little in common with the power and privilege of the institutional 
medieval church.  And her words are particularly poignant this morning 
because they sum up the transformation in the followers of Jesus that we’re 
hearing about in our readings in these days between Ascension and Pentecost. 

Because at the moment, strange as it seems, we’re celebrating Christ’s leaving 
his disciples.  Ascensiontide isn’t sad.  It’s full of joy and hope − a reminder of 
how the disciples’ lives had changed, of how they had come to trust in God’s 
ultimate purpose for them and believe that all shall indeed be well because 
Christ will always be with them.   

The Ascension starts off the disciples’ journey towards Pentecost, when the 
fire of the spirit will be breathed into their hearts and minds.  And what a 
journey it had been for them!  From Thomas reaching into Christ’s wounds to 
the men on the lake unable to haul in their gigantic catch of fish – from Jesus’ 
appearance on the Road to Emmaus to the great commission to make disciples 
of all the nations. 

With the Ascension the disciples came to understand that the resurrection 
wasn’t just a physical reality (the tomb was empty) – but an ongoing spiritual 
experience as well.  When Jesus was physically alive, his ministry was limited – 
in the same way our ministries are limited.  We can only be in one place at a 
time!  But after the resurrection, Ascension and Pentecost, Jesus’s ministry was 
limitless. 

In this morning’s readings, Jesus leaves his disciples: ‘I am no longer in the 
world.’  They’ll never see him again.  But nevertheless, these were no longer 
men and women held prisoner by their fear, because they had an unshakeable 
conviction in God’s sovereign power over all the earth.  The collect echoes that 
passage we heard from John, doesn’t it: ‘leave us not comfortless, but send to 
us thine Holy Spirit to comfort us and exalt us unto the same place whither our 
Saviour Christ is gone before’.  They knew that whatever fate awaited them 
individually, ultimately all would always be well. 
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So as we walk with the disciples on the transforming journey from resurrection 
to Ascension to Pentecost, let’s rejoice because all will be well in and through 
Christ – risen, ascended, glorified.  Amen  

 

Hymn:  Immortal, invisible 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pfu1dqKCGd8 

Immortal, invisible, God only wise, 
in light inaccessible hid from our eyes, 
most blessèd, most glorious, the Ancient of Days, 
almighty, victorious, thy great Name we praise. 
 
Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light, 
nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in might; 
thy justice like mountains high soaring above 
thy clouds which are fountains of goodness and love. 
 
To all life thou givest, to both great and small; 
in all life thou livest, the true life of all; 
we blossom and flourish as leaves on the tree, 
and wither and perish—but nought changeth thee. 
 
Great Father of glory, pure Father of light, 
thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight; 
all laud we would render: O help us to see 
’tis only the splendour of light hideth thee. 

 

    

A time of prayer  
Go, and make disciples of all nations, says the Lord,  
and remember I am with you always to the end of the age. 

 
Let us remind ourselves of how we all belong together through the things in 

which we believe, as at home and in church we say: 

 

 We believe in God the Father, 

 from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named. 

 We believe in God the Father. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pfu1dqKCGd8
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 We believe in God the Son, 

 who lives in our hearts through faith, and fills us with his love. 

 We believe in God the Son. 

 

 We believe in God the Holy Spirit, 

 who strengthens us with power from on high. 

 We believe in God the Holy Spirit. 

 

 We believe in one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

 We believe in one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 

 

We are gathered together, each in our own homes or in church,  

in the knowledge of God’s love so, let us pray to our Saviour  

for the Church, the world and ourselves,  

and let us give thanks to God for his goodness as we join our prayers  

with those of our Saviour Christ,  

seeking the Father’s blessing and the gifts of the Spirit.  

 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, 
you have exalted your Son Christ Jesus to your right hand, 
and made him the head over all things for his body the Church: 
hear us as we pray for the Church throughout the world ….. 
  
Make us and all your people receptive to the gifts he pours upon us,  
that we may use them to your glory, 
and the building up of the body of Christ. 
Lord, in your mercy: 
hear our prayer. 
 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, 
you have given your Son all authority in heaven and on earth: 
hear us as we pray for the world he came to redeem ….. 
 
Grant that we may know even in this time the things that make for peace,  
and may strive for the reconciliation of all people 
in his kingdom of justice and love. 
Lord, in your mercy: 
hear our prayer. 
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Father of all, whose Son has promised to be with us always, 
to the end of the age: 
hear us as we pray for those among whom we live and work …  
 
Grant that we may be so aware of his presence with us, 
that people may take note of us, that we have been with Jesus. 
Lord, in your mercy: 
hear our prayer. 
 
O God our Redeemer, whose Son ever lives to make intercession for us:  
hear us as we pray for those in any kind of need … 
 
May he who has borne our infirmities strengthen and heal them, 
that they may find grace to help in time of need, 
and rejoice in his salvation. 
Lord, in your mercy: 
hear our prayer. 
 
Heavenly Father,  
whose Son has borne our humanity into the heavenly realms, 
and gone before us to prepare a place for us: 
hear us as we remember before you those whose earthly sojourn is over,  
and whose life is now hidden in him with you ….. 
 
Make us joyful and expectant, that at his coming with all his own 
we too may go forth to meet him, and share in his eternal joy.  
 
Merciful Father, 
All   accept these prayers 

for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

 
Our Father,  
who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done;    
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread,  
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
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but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,  
the power and the glory; 
for ever and ever.   Amen. 
 
 
Closing prayer  
As we wait in silence, 
make us ready for your coming Spirit. 
As we listen to your word, 
make us ready for your coming Spirit. 
As we worship you in majesty, 
make us ready for your coming Spirit. 
As we long for your refreshing, 
make us ready for your coming Spirit. 
As we long for your renewing, 
make us ready for your coming Spirit. 
As we long for your equipping, 
make us ready for your coming Spirit. 
As we long for your empowering, 
make us ready for your coming Spirit. 
 

May God the Father, 
who has given to his Son the name above every name, 
strengthen us to proclaim Christ Jesus as Lord. 
 
May God the Son, 
who is our great high priest passed into the heavens, 
plead for us at the right hand of the Father. 
 
May God the Holy Spirit, 
who pours out his abundant gifts upon the Church, 
make us faithful servants of Christ our King. 
 
And may the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among us and remain with us always. 
Amen. 
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Hymn: At the name of Jesus 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_7w-tDjlpgk 
‘ 

At the name of Jesus every knee shall bow, 
every tongue confess him King of glory now. 
‘Tis the Father’s pleasure, we should call him Lord, 
who from the beginning was the mighty Word. 

Humbled for a season, to receive a name 
from the lips of sinners unto whom he came. 
Faithfully he bore it spotless to the last, 
brought it back victorious when from death he passed. 

Bore it up triumphant with its human light, 
through all ranks of creatures to the central height; 
to the throne of Godhead, to the Father’s breast, 
filled it with the glory of that perfect rest. 

Truly, this Lord Jesus shall return again, 
With his Father’s glory, and his angel train. 
For all wreaths of empire meet upon his brow,  
And our hearts confess him King of glory now. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_7w-tDjlpgk

