
 

Centenary of the Royal British Legion 

The British Legion was formed on 15th May 1921, bringing together four national 

organisations of ex-Servicemen.  Their amalgamation is attributed to two men: Field 

Marshal Earl Haig and Frederick Lister of The Federation of Discharged and Demobilised 

Sailors and Soldiers.  Earl Haig served as the President of the British Legion until his death in 

1928. 

The British Legion began on Sunday 15th May 1921.  It was a wet and dreary day in London 

but that did not deter a small number of Veterans from meeting at the Cenotaph.  As Big 

Ben struck 9.00am, a wreath was laid on behalf of the four societies, and at that moment 

the British Legion was established.  By Christmas 1921 there were 2,500 branches across the 

country, each of which raised for the Poppy Appeal (also celebrating its Centenary this year) 

and supporting local Veterans and their families.  

This was the beginning of what is now the UK’s largest Armed Forces charity.  The RBL is 

best known for its commitment to being the ‘guardian of Remembrance’, and it is also at the 

heart of a national network of support for the Armed Forces’ community.  In its Centenary 

year, the RBL’s focus is firmly on its future: as its National Chair, Una Cleminson, explains: 

‘By building on a century of work, we’ll make sure that we are a charity fit for the next one 

hundred years.’ 

At 9.00am on May 15th 2021, representatives of the Army, Royal Navy, RAF and Merchant 

Navy laid wreathes at a national televised service from the Cenotaph.  The weather was, as 

it had been on that morning 100 years ago, wet and dreary!   In Wickham, the Revd Jane 

Isaac led a short service of thanksgiving at the war memorial in St Nicholas’ Churchyard.  At 

9.00am, wreaths were laid by RBL members, representatives of Wickham parish council and 

the parish church, and those present were invited to re-commit themselves to the RBL’s 

three-fold mission to help, encourage and support others; to support those working for the 

relief of those in need; and have a part in working towards peace.   

Revd Jane Isaac, Rector 


