
From the Revd Dr Ruth Howlett-Shipley 

Being Church Together in the United Benefice of St John the Baptist, Shedfield and 

St Nicholas Wickham 

Sunday 19th September 2021 

 

Greetings from the ministry team to everyone. Whether you’re you come to 

church once a week, once in a while or once in a lifetime – welcome to the 

weekly eBulletin. 

 

  

 

SERVICES ON SUNDAY 19TH SEPTEMBER 

Services this week will be held at St Nicholas, Wickham 

 

8am Holy Communion 

10.00am The Sunday Service 

 

 

 

 

 

What a week! 
It has been an amazing week in the Benefice! 

 

The week started with the ‘Shedfield Shindig’ on Saturday, which was held instead of 

the usual Fete and was a fantastic chance for the community to meet together. We 

were entertained to some great music, including the Rev Jane Trio (or in this case 

duo!) whist enjoying the tea tent, Pimms stall and Bacon Baps!  Thank you to Eddie 

Casper and all those who worked so hard to make it such a great afternoon. 

 

The Mother’s Union have also been busy distributing ‘Bags of Love’ to parents of 

children starting in Year R at both Wickham Church of England Primary School and at 

St John the Baptist School, Waltham Chase. They were really well received by the 

parents. 

 



But the highlight of the week had to be Evensong last Sunday when we were joined 

by the Acting Archdeacon of the Meon, Revd Canon Will Hughes to say ‘Farewell’ to 

Juliet before her move to Minehead. It was a fantastic service at which Juliet 

preached, both our choirs sang Karl Jenkin’s much-loved Benedictus and the music 

group accompanied us as we sang some of Juliet’s favourite hymns and music. Many 

of you have commented on just how uplifting it was and I know that Juliet was 

delighted. 

 

A huge THANK YOU to all those who made it possible!! 

 

There will be a full report of Juliet’s leaving services and the Benefice’s gifts to her in 

the October parish magazines but in the meantime here are a few photos…. 

 

The comport presented to Juliet by the 

United Benefice and designed and 

engraved by Tracey Sheppard 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Revd Juliet at home enjoying the detailed engraving 

and discovering an engraved caterpillar hidden 

among the lettering. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The ministry team together at Juliet’s final service in Wickham 

 

 



Coronavirus Update 
Both our churches continue to be open for services and for private prayer but, at 

present we will continue to provide Morning Prayer services online along with this 

weekly eBulletin (which will contain details of the other services available on 

diocesan and national CofE online platforms). 

 

In line with current Government and Church of England guidance, we strongly 
recommend that you continue to wear face coverings and to use the hand sanitisers 
and we will continue to provide some areas of socially distanced seating for those 
who would prefer this. 

 

You might feel that it is a sensible precaution to take a lateral flow test before 
coming to church. Lateral flow tests are readily available free of charge at 
pharmacies and via https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests 

 

Changes to Holy Communion 
As you are aware over the last few months we have been distributing Holy 
Communion in one kind only i.e. just the bread. 
 
Current Church of England guidance notes that ‘the common cup may now be shared, 
but the Bishops wish to make clear that, given continued potential risks to health, it 
remains permissible for the president to be the only person who receives Holy 
Communion in the form of wine’. However, we are aware that although many of you 
have missed being able to receive in both kinds, there is also considerable 
nervousness about returning to the common cup. 
 
Church of England guidance allows for three possibilities for administration:  

1) The congregation receives bread alone, although the president must still 
receive in both kinds; 

2) in both kinds in the customary manner with a shared cup or chalice used to 
administer the consecrated wine; 

3) in both kinds by simultaneous administration, where the president will intinct 
the wafer before distributing it. 

 
The guidance make is clear that intinction should not be practised by individual 
communicants, and methods of administering the wine other than by means of a 
shared cup or simultaneous administration should not be employed. 

 
Following discussion between the Ministry Team and Standing Committees of both 
churches we have decided that, on a trail basis, we will start to offer communion 
in both kinds by simultaneous administration and that the sacrament will be 
distributed at the chancel steps. 

https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests


Worship in the Benefice – Services this Sunday: 
We look forward to welcoming you to our services this Sunday which will be held at 

St Nicholas, Wickham. 

 8am Holy Communion 

 10am Morning Service (doors open 9.40am) 

 
You will also find a traditional Morning Prayer service on the church websites as 
well as Prayer During the Day for Ordinary Time. 

 
Next Sunday’s service: 26th September 2021 
 
The service next week will be at St John the Baptist, Shedfield. 

 10.00am Holy Communion 

Please keep an eye on the website for any updates. 
 
 

Transport to Shedfield 
We are aware that some of you have been finding it difficult to get to Shedfield for 

services and therefore we are very grateful to Mr Cutter, head teacher at Wickham 

Church of England Primary School, who has kindly agreed to lend us the school 

minibus to transport people to the 10am service at Shedfield on the fourth Sunday of 

the month. The minibus will be driven by Mr Cutter’s father who is one of the school 

drivers. 

 

The minibus will leave St Nicholas Church carpark at 9.30 on Sunday 26th 

September and will return after the service. There is no charge for this service. 

 

 



What else is available this week? 
In the Diocese: 
Portsmouth Cathedral will be live streaming services as follows: 

 8.00am - Holy Communion Book of Common Prayer 

 11.00am - Sung Eucharist (with choir) 

 5.30pm - Choral Evensong 
Details of all these services can be found on the Cathedral website: 
https://www.facebook.com/portsmouthcathedral 
 
National Church: 

 
A national Church of England service 
continues to be available at 9am every 
Sunday and is available to playback 
throughout the week. This week’s 
online service will be a Service of the 
Word for the Sixteenth Sunday after 
Trinity from St Peter’s, Colchester. Led 
by Rt Rev Rod Thomas, the Bishop of 
Maidstone, the service focuses on 
following the example of Christ. 

 

More information, a downloadable order of service and details of the recorded 
version can be found online at: https://www.churchofengland.org/news-and-
media/church-online/weekly-online-services 

 
Daily Hope – ‘church at the end of the phone’ 
The Church of England’s Daily Hope line, a free 24-hour national telephone line, 
offering music, prayers and reflections as well as full worship services is well worth 
recommending to those without internet access. The phone number is: 0800 804 
8044 

 
 

 
 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/portsmouthcathedral
https://www.churchofengland.org/news-and-media/church-online/weekly-online-services
https://www.churchofengland.org/news-and-media/church-online/weekly-online-services


Other dates for your diary: 
 
Wednesday 29th September – St Michael and All Angels 
To celebrate the feast of St Michael and All Angels on the 29 th September we will 
be holding a service of Holy Communion at St Nicholas Wickham at 11am 

 
Save the Date – Sunday 31st October! 

 
Masterminded by Susan Jones and her team, there’ll be a 
performance of St Mark’s Lion at St John the Baptist Church on 
Sunday 31st October at 10.00am, followed by a soup and cake 
lunch. More details in the October parish magazines and this 
bulletin. 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

With the assurance of our constant prayers for you all, 

from Jane and Ruth 


