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THE PARISH AND CHURCH OF ST. NICHOLAS, WICKHAM
EARLY HISTORY
The name Wickham stems from the Jutish settlement of the Meon Valley in the
fourth and fifth centuries AD: wic = a creek; ham = a house.
However, the Meon Valley had been an area of settlement for many years before
the arrival of the Jutes. Stone and Bronze Age Celts lived and worked close to the
River Meon, which was not only a fertile symbol of life but also a means of livelihood. It
provided transport, since it was probably wider and deeper in those days and therefore
navigable by the early coracle craft and, of course, it provided water, which was an
essential of life.
At Old Winchester Hill, north of Meonstoke, there remains an Ancient Briton
settlement and hill-fort, a place of security for its pre-Roman inhabitants. Herdsmen and
corn-growers, they imported manufactured goods from the Mediterranean traders and
made skilful use of ironwork. Their religion included worship of the sun and was
heavily controlled by the Druid priesthood.
From the first century AD, the Roman occupation brought stability and more
civilised conditions. The Romans built towns at Portchester, Chichester, Southampton
and Winchester. Fishbourne (near Chichester) is one of the best preserved Roman
palaces in England.
Traces of a Roman road, running towards Southwick, are to be found in the Old
Rectory paddock and the names Tanfield (or Townfield) and of Cold Harbour (Cold
Harbour Farm, Titchfield Lane) are often associated with finds of Romano-British
material. Cold harbours, i.e. shelters or stop-off points, were always located beside
Roman roads.
In due course, the Roman Empire became Christian (first by infiltration and then
by adoption under the Emperor Constantine) and so did the Meon Valley.
Then the Jutes came from north-west Europe. Theirs was one of the many
invading Saxon tribes which began a major expansion from Scandinavia as the Roman
Empire disintegrated. The Jutes were a violent, resolute people, worshippers of Nordic
pagan gods.
The England to which these invaders came was rich and fertile, well farmed and
civilised by the Roman occupation. In those early days, England was believed to be
immensely rich in jewellery, grain and gold, and it was this which drew the successive
waves of invaders.
Skilful sailors, greedy plunderers, in search of land and loot, the Jutes landed first
on the Isle of Wight and then on the mainland between Poole and Hayling Island. In
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due time they began to settle in the area, bringing over their wives and families and
driving out the Celtic and Romanised inhabitants.
A tribe of Jutes known as the Meonwara settled in the Meon Valley, harbouring
their shallow galleys in the old village Port of Meon and then making their way up the
valley, settling at Titchfield, Wickham, Soberton, Droxford, Meonstoke, Corhampton and
East and West Meon.
When the Jutes arrived, they would have found a small village settlement
between the two great oak forests of Bere and Waltham Chase. The inhabitants were
mainly cottagers and serfs, living near the river in houses of wood and cob (a mixture of
earth and straw) with thatched roofs. There was a ford over the river and a narrow
bridge for foot-travellers. Unprotected by the Roman legions, who had withdrawn to
fight the battles of Italy, these Anglo-Roman people were fair game for the Jutish
marauders.
Little is known of these dark ages but in 661 AD the district was brought under
the control of a Christian king, Wulfhere of Wessex. From c. 670 AD Christianity
became established once more in the Meon Valley, thanks very largely to the work of
St. Wilfrid. He was a missionary bishop who had come from the north, settled in the
area temporarily and began a conversion of the Hampshire/Sussex district. It was he
who converted the Meonwara, progressing up the Meon Valley and establishing a chain
of churches.
Saxon builders sought prominent places to build the symbols of their faith so
there may well have been a church or tiny shrine on the knoll of the hill where the
Wickham parish church now stands.
Corhampton, further up the Meon Valley, still retains its ancient Saxon church.
At Warnford there is an ancient inscription on the north wall of the church which refers
to the ‘Gens Cruci Signata’ [„the race signed with the cross‟] and over the south door
within the porch is another one: ‘Wilfrid fundavit Bonus Adam Me Renovavit’.
[„Founded by Wilfrid, restored by the good Adam‟ (Adam de Port, Lord of the Manor)]

THE ARCHITECTURE OF THE VILLAGE
Originally the manor house stood on the east of the River Meon to the south of
the church. In the summer of 1975, the site of Place House or Wickham Place was
excavated and the full foundations of the seventeenth and eighteenth century house
were unearthed, complete with courtyard, drains and sections of the moat 1. Beneath
these foundations were found traces of the fourteenth and fifteenth century buildings,
which indicate that the early village of Wickham clustered round the church to the east
of the river. The archaeological dig revealed that the site was continuously occupied
1

“all that capital messuage called Wickham Place”: Excavation & research on the manor house at
Wickham, Hampshire, 1975-1980 by Richard Whinney

4
from the 11th century until the 19th century. Once the site was vacated, after over 500
years of occupation, it reverted to its pre-manorial condition2. The foundations of Place
House can still be seen in a dry summer in the corner of the Glebe Field. There is
further mention of the old manor and today‟s Rookesbury Park under the heading of
„Squires of Wickham‟ later in this guide.
Today the economic heart of the village lies on the west side of the river, in the
Square, which is surrounded by houses of varying styles and ages. Elizabethan,
Queen Anne, Georgian and Victorian dwellings lie next to each other beneath a roof-line
which rises and falls like a switchback.
The east side of the square is made up
largely of two-storey business premises
with modern shop fronts and above
them the original Georgian or 20thC
facades showing. Towards the north of
the Square are two large Georgian
houses built of grey and red brick now
the Old House Hotel and Wickham
House.

The oldest building in the Square, now known as the Wine Bar, stands on the
west side towards the Winchester Road end. This timber-framed building was built in
the 1500s and the upper storey juts out. Further along this side of the Square stand
Havelock House and Wentworth, two three-storey Georgian houses and, further along
again, Eastbrook House, built in the 1700s, with the upper storey having a single bay
resting on a four pillared porch.
Red brick blends with stone and one example is a house just off the Square in
Bridge Street (or Grub Street) where there is a seventeenth-century canopied doorway
with pillars ending in Ionic capitals. There is a story still current in Wickham that Queen
Elizabeth I stayed at a house on this site, hence the name „Queen‟s Lodge‟. It is also
said that her soldiers were lodged in cottages opposite („The Barracks‟), which date
back to the 1400s, with their commander staying in the house set back next to them.
Another version of the story says that it was Queen Anne who stayed at the house.
There are two further Georgian houses in Bridge Street, „Warwick House‟ and „Blanton‟.
Other notable buildings in the parish include „Mayles‟, to the south of the village,
which was built by Prudence Brocas in 16503. Close by the church is „Beverley‟,
sometimes referred to as the „Dower House‟, which was built in the 1700s. The Old
Rectory, a Queen Anne house a little further along the Southwick Road, was built in
1698, though this was given a Victorian face-lift at the cost of £600. A big plane tree is
supposed to have been planted there in 1805 as a memorial to the victory at Trafalgar.
2
3

as above
“Bygone Wickham” by D.A. Warwick
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On the outskirts, off the Winchester Road, lies Park Place, which was built in the
1600s and extended in the early 1800s The main part of the old house is early
nineteenth century, in the late Georgian style, and it has fine oaks, beeches and cedars
in the grounds. It was a private house until after
the Second World War, and there is a memorial
to the Farquhar family of Park Place on the
south wall of the modern chapel. In its time it
has been a preparatory school but is now a
Pastoral Centre run by the Francisan Sisters and
the Catholic Diocese of Portsmouth.
Park Place in the 1970s, showing the chapel

The existing Methodist Chapel on the Fareham Road was built in 1906 but it now
houses a pre-school.
On the border of the parish there used to be an iron mill on the river north of the
village. It was still working in 1719 but there are few signs of it now. There were two
mills near the centre of the village: one ancient, on the current site of Oakes
Landpower, and the other not so old, having been rebuilt in 1820. Among materials
used in the latter were timbers from USS Chesapeake, hence the name Chesapeake
Mill. The American man-o‟-war, which was captured by HMS Shannon in 1813,
became part of the Royal Navy in 1814 and was sold out of the service three years later
to Mr. Joshua Holmes for £3,450. A Mr. Prior purchased some of the timbers, which
still bore marks of shot, and used them in the rebuilding of the mill. The mill is now
open as a visitor centre, with shops and a tea room.
In front of the Chesapeake Mill is the village dip hole, which enabled villagers to get
their water from the river, and opposite stands the former brewery and malthouse,
grouped around an open courtyard with a four storey gabled tower at the back, dated
1887. The latter has been converted to residential properties, having served as a
village hall from 1910 to 1988. (See also page 11)

THE SQUIRES OF WICKHAM
Domesday Book states that in the time of Edward the Confessor Wickham was
held by four brothers as two manors and was worth £10. By the time of the survey
(1086), it was held as one manor by Hugh de Port and was worth £7. ‘In demesne are
two ploughs; and (there are) 15 villeins and 6 bordars with 7 ploughs. There are 5 serfs
and 2 mills…and 8 acres of meadows. There is wood(land) worth 5 swine.’ 4
Two centuries later, the manor belonged to the de Scures family, the first of
whom, Roger, obtained from Henry III the original charter (1268) for an annual fair,
4

see 1 above
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which has survived to this day. Sir John de Scures was County Sheriff from 1324 to
1339. Towards the end of that century the Uvedale family took over by marriage and
held the manor through nine generations and over three centuries.
From 1540 the Uvedales lived in a great house, Wickham Place or Place House,
situated south of the Church, in today‟s Glebe. This was demolished in 1780, but a few
bumps are still visible in the grass (see pages 2 & 3) and the original pond remains,
next to the Old Rectory. The only other relics of this family are the monuments in the
Lady Chapel (1569) and the south transept (1615). (Pages 19-20 give further details of
these monuments and the Uvedale family.) Eventually the line petered out for want of
a male heir and in 1724 Jonathan Rashleigh from Cornwall took over a substantial part
of the estate. On his death in 1764, the Garniers, a Huguenot family who had settled in
Wickham before the end of the seventeenth century, acquired the manor and provided a
line of squires down to the present day. They did not, however, acquire the advowson:
the patronage of the church is still retained by the Rashleigh family.
George Garnier (1703-1763) was physician to the Duke of Cumberland, who
gave him the post of Apothecary-General to the Army, a very profitable sinecure. He is
thought to have had connections with and visited Italy 5 and both he and his son George
Charles (1739-1819) were closely acquainted with many eminent men of the time,
including Lord Chesterfield, David Garrick, Hume, Hogarth, Gibbon and others, whom
they entertained in London and at Wickham.
They lived then at Roke(s)by, which was sited halfway up the drive to the present
Rookesbury. This was pulled down in 1824 by the Revd William Garnier (1772-1835)
and the architect C.H. Tatham was engaged to design the new house. The new house
took some time to build at a cost of £40,000 and is the building we see there today. His
son William (1800-1863) married first Selina Thistlethwaythe, of nearby Southwick Park,
and second Marianna, Comtesse Zelli bringing a further Italian connection. An
engraving at the time depicted the couples‟ arrival in Wickham Square in 1854. It was
during his time that the estate lost much of the family fortune by ill-fated investment.
Having no male heir, he bequeathed the estate to his nephew, John Carpenter (18391926), of Mount Tavy, Devon, on condition that he take the name of Garnier.
In 1926 the estate passed to George William Carpenter Garnier and in 1928
large parts were sold off, especially those parts lying outside the parish of Wickham,
thereby reducing the acreage from approximately 4,000 acres to about 2,500 acres.
The house was considered too large to retain as a family home and was leased for a
school, which is still there. A new house was built on the edge of Cutler‟s Wood off Mill
Lane overlooking Rookesbury Estate.
Although the family are not strictly patrons of St. Nicholas‟, they provide the
church with use of the gardens of „Beverley‟ once a year on the second Saturday of
June for the annual fete and give the church a Christmas tree each year.

5

A History of Wickham, by Bruce Tappenden

7
COURT LEET AND COURT BARON
Two courts used to be held at Wickham: a Court Leet and a Court Baron. A
Court Leet normally dealt with minor offences and also with such matters as the repair
and maintenance of highways and ditches. It made various appointments and was
usually presided over by the lord of the manor or his representative. It took place at
least twice a year. Those summoned to the Court Leet in Wickham were „sworn in‟ in
the cellar or yard of a house in the Square. The Court appointed tithing men and the
Borough Constable, whose duty it was to drive gypsies off the parish land. He was
provided with a truncheon and handcuffs.
A Court Baron was a manorial court which, unlike a Court Leet, was a private
jurisdiction, effectively belonging to the lord of the manor. Its main function was to deal
with transfers of land and enforce manorial custom and the management of common
and waste-ground. Before the opening of the Court Baron in Wickham, all those
attending walked in procession across the north bridge to an ancient brick wall south of
the church to view the place where the house of the Uvedales once stood.
With various changes to local government in the 20th century the local council
took the place of the manorial court and Colonel George Carpenter-Garnier became
the last Lord of the Manor when he relinquished that ancient office. 6

WICKHAM FAIR
Wickham Fair on 20 May has now been held for over 700 years, ever since the
charter was granted to Sir Roger de Scures in 1268. This charter granted the knight
permission to hold a fair and a market between noon on 19 May (then the Eve of St.
Nicholas) and 9 am on 21 May, by which time all traces of the fair were to have been
removed. As far as is known the fair has been held annually, with a token fair during
the Second World War to maintain the rights.
In the early days, the centre of the Square was kept quite clear for tournaments,
jousting, exhibitions of strength or showing the craftsmen‟s skill. Round the edge of the
Square would be small amusements and exhibitions of handicrafts, brought in by those
from the villages and hamlets nearby. There would be wrestling, javelin-throwing,
pedlars, acrobats, fortune-tellers, medicine
men with their cures for all ills and the
ever-popular travelling story-teller and balladsinger. There are said to have been dancing
bears, performing dogs and caged birds.
Fair Day, the previous day and the morning
after would be spent in feasting, dancing and
noisy enjoyment.
Wickham Fair in 1899
6

A History of Wickham, by Bruce Tappenden
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Even as recently as the First World War, the fair was very different from what it is
now. At that time there were real gypsies with caravans who used to rush into the
Square promptly at 12 noon on 19 May in order to erect their stalls and amusements for
the following day. Fighting and quarrelling often took place whilst each family tried to
secure the best position and the resulting casualties needed treatment in the doctor‟s
surgery. Now the whole Square is let out to one Fair man, who sub-lets and allocates
sites beforehand.
The caravans used to park all round the Square, while many poorly dressed
children ran around or sat on the steps of the caravans. There were many drunken
scenes, resulting in police being drafted in from Fareham to deal with the trouble.
Whilst the men and youths erected the fairground stalls, the women, accompanied by
young children and carrying the youngest baby, wandered around the nearby lanes
telling fortunes and selling lace and pegs. A livestock auction in Sales Meadow, off Mill
Lane, next to the railway yard, was still a feature of the Fair in the 1940s.
Wickham Fair has changed but the ponies still show their paces along the
Fareham Road before being sold. However the first pony to be sold is no longer
served a pint of beer to drink at the Star Inn, now „Greens‟! The fun fair fills the Square
but the equipment has become larger and more modern. Police are still drafted in for
the occasion and drinks are sold but now from a mobile bar in the Square.
On 20 May the Winchester Road is closed for most of the day for the Horse Fair
and all traffic is diverted from the Square for the duration. The wishes of the Rector of
Wickham are still respected if 20th May falls on a Sunday: the day of the fair is changed.

WILLIAM OF WYKEHAM
In medieval days men were often identified by linking the name of their birthplace
with their own forename. Such a man was William, born in 1324 at Wickham
(Wykeham) to parents of the middle (or yeoman) class.
William‟s gentle manners soon attracted a patron but his identity is disputed by
the biographers: some say it was Sir Nicholas Uvedale, some Sir Ralph Sutton, some
Sir John Scures. Aided by such patronage, the boy was educated at the High (or Great
Grammar) School belonging to the Prior of Saint Swithun at Winchester. The subjects
he studied were secular, particularly grammar and mathematics. He was subsequently
employed at Winchester Castle as a stone-cutter in the Architecture Department.
Then occurred one of those twists of fortune which so often turn men‟s lives, for
King Edward III, returning in 1347 from the battle of Crécy and the siege of Calais,
decided to inspect his castles at Portchester, Southampton and Winchester. At
Winchester, Wykeham was presented to him as a diligent and conscientious mason.
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At that time the king was planning improvements to Windsor Castle and the willing
services of the ambitious youth were recruited.
By 1356 Wykeham had become Clerk of the Works, responsible for controlling
finance, materials and labour. Three years later he was Chief Warden and Surveyor of
all the king‟s castles, in which capacity he met William Wynford, one of the leading
architects of the day, with whom he was later to collaborate on his own enterprises.
His ability, coupled with his courtly manners (his motto in later life was Manners Makyth
Man), continued to win the king‟s favour. Honours, civil and ecclesiastical, were liberally
bestowed on him and there was hardly a project anywhere, civil or military, on which
Wykeham was not consulted.
In an age when outstanding service to King and State was rewarded with
correspondingly high office in the Church, Wykeham quickly accumulated a large
number of benefices and in 1367, at the age of forty-three, he became Bishop of
Winchester and Lord High Chancellor. Law at that time was administered almost
exclusively by the clergy. Wykeham was thus one of the richest and most powerful
men in England. His enormous diocese, containing twelve episcopal palaces,
extended from the Channel Islands to Southwark, yielding vast revenues in addition to
the income from vacant benefices.
However, Wykeham was not without his detractors, Wicliffe being particularly
severe in his denigration of him. Men began to regard his meteoric advancement with
suspicion; the powerful John of Gaunt, son of the king, accused Wykeham of simony
and embezzlement. He was impeached and disgraced and his office as Lord High
Chancellor was taken from him, although it was restored when Richard II succeeded to
the throne in 1377.
At a time when the national Church in England was at variance with the Church
of Rome, the Popes (first Innocent VI, then Urban V) were disturbed by what they
regarded as Wykeham‟s theological insufficiency: his schooling had been academic,
his career secular. It is said that he received his first tonsure – the equivalent of our
confirmation – in 1349 at the age of twenty-five, and on the very same day became
Rector of Irstead in the diocese of Norwich. From then on, he was loaded with
preferments, sometimes two a day. It was not until 1361, at the age of thirty-seven,
that he was ordained. Six years later he was Bishop of Winchester!
He then seems to have relinquished many of his minor appointments and by
1371 he had turned his attention to the founding of New College at Oxford (in 1386) and
its training school, Winchester College (in 1397), thus fulfilling a noble desire to give
back to education and the arts something of what he himself had received from them.
Although New College was not the first of Oxford‟s colleges, the idea of a
university college and its training school was revolutionary. The new collegiate concept
thus established was to serve as a model for future endowments, and from then on
Wykeham was to be known as the father of the public school system.
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In 1394, he took up the work in Winchester Cathedral left unfinished by Edington
at his death in 1366, that of restyling the nave. The original „Romanesque‟ style gave
way to „Perpendicular‟ and the old wooden ceilings were replaced by stone „Lierne‟
vaulting. However, like Edington, he failed to see its completion, dying at Bishop‟s
Waltham in 1404 at the age of eighty. Characteristically, his will, dated a mere fifteen
months earlier, left detailed instructions and financial provision for the work still to be
done.
Wykeham was entombed in Winchester Cathedral in the magnificent chantry
chapel which he had built for himself on a spot in the south aisle. Here, as a youth, he
had often knelt before the altar of the Virgin Mary while listening to Pekismasse sung by
Richard Pekis, one of the Benedictine brethren at Saint Swithun‟s Priory, where he
himself had been schooled.

WICKHAM PARISH REGISTERS
Although parish registers were first introduced by law in 1538, few of these early
records made on paper survive today. It was not until Elizabeth‟s reign (1590) that
parchment was specified and the existing registers were required to be copied out
afresh, starting from the beginning of her reign, if not earlier.
In Wickham, this was duly done in 1606 and the surviving records start, like
those of so many other parishes, in 1556. These are now in the safe keeping of the
County Record Office. The first two cover 1556 to 1763, after which marriages were
recorded separately in seven volumes up to 1965. From 1813, baptisms and burials
were also entered in separate volumes.
It is not unusual to find random observations included in earlier records. For
instance, in the second volume, there is a note that in 1691 Wickham Church contained
fifty seats to accommodate the 413 inhabitants, representing ninety-seven families. Of
these, 300 villagers were communicants, two were Papists and there were no
dissenters.
From time to time subsequent records are deposited with the Hampshire Record
Office where they can be readily accessed or, on occasions, lent back to St. Nicholas‟
Church for specific purposes.

WICKHAM IN THE NINETEENTH CENTURY
The first national census in 1841 indicated that there were 1164 men, women
and children. Three areas, Wickham village, Shirrell Heath and Wickham Common
were covered by the census.
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The medieval street market of the Royal charter, with traders and stalls in the
open had by now largely been superseded by the shops and businesses around the
Square. There were several butchers and bakers, a saddler and harness maker, a
draper and a tailor.
This census and subsequent 10 yearly ones give a picture of the trade and
occupations of those who lived here then. Maltsters or brewers worked at the brewery.
There were millers and millwrights and Page‟s Foundry was run by family members who
called themselves smiths, and one white smith (copper and brass).
There were innkeepers, wives and servants, an engineer, cabinetmaker,
hoopmaker, wheelwright and a coachbuilder to name but a few. Several were engaged
in the building trade as carpenter, glaziers and bricklayers but a large number were still
employed on the land.7
1840 saw the building of the first Methodist Chapel, which was replaced in about
1873. Ten years later this was replaced by another building in 1883. All the Methodist
churches have been on or near the present site.

Looking north towards the Church up the Meon Valley about 1878
before the railway line and many of the houses of today were built.

By 1841 Wickham had a National School and, in 1896 a Church of England
School and headmaster‟s house were built on the Glebe through public subscription „in
lieu of that erected in 1827 by William Garnier8‟.
William White describes the village in 18789, when it comprised 1,139
inhabitants. He tells of extensive forestry, fringing on the Forest of Bere and Waltham
Chase. „The parish is generally fertile, and rises in bold undulations from the village,
where there are good shops, a corn mill, an iron foundry and a brewery.‟

7

Bruce Tappenden‟s book “A History of Wickham” devotes a chapter to Wickham during the Reign of
Queen Victoria.
8
William White‟s History, Directory and Gazetteer of Hampshire, 1878, cited by Bruce Tappenden.
9
As 8 above
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White also refers to the charities raised in the parish. In 1778, £100-worth of 3%
Consols was raised and invested and a further £100 was raised in 1801 for the
schooling and relief of poor parishioners, owing to a very severe winter. Rector George
Thomas left a sum in 1804 for the aid of five poor widows who came regularly to church.
The village now had people of substance living in some of the larger houses.
There were retired military gentlemen and, by the end of the century, a solicitor and a
doctor.10

WICKHAM IN THE TWENTIETH CENTURY
At the end of the previous century, in 1897, the Meon Valley Railway Act had
been passed and by 1903 the line was built and working with 6 trains a day calling at
Wickham Station. The railway brought some significant changes to the village.
The building of the embankment cut the village in two and necessitated the demolition
of two cottages at the lower end of Bridge Street. The station was located behind
today‟s Normandy Court, Mill Lane. New Road, now known as Station Road, was built
and the White Lion was rebuilt as an hotel, and for a time known as the Railway Inn.
The life of this line was relatively short: it was closed in 1955. However the bridges
remain and the old railway line is now a footpath and bridleway.

Wickham Railway Station between the wars

There were four Methodist Chapels over time in the village and the most recent
one, seen today, was built in 1906. This has now been closed and sold off as a preschool.
The brewery closed in 1910 and after the 1st World War funds were raised to
convert the old buildings into a Victory Club House with a caretaker‟s cottage. It
remained in use as a village hall until it was replaced by the Community Centre in Mill
Lane in 1988. The Victory Hall was then sold and converted into flats and maisonettes
called Riverside Mews.

10

See 7 above
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Another reminder of the 1914 -18 war is the memorial in the churchyard. A
Parish Meeting on May 17th 1919 decided to erect a 15ft high cross of Portland Stone.
In the 1930s the Church School was handed over to the state system and
became a Church of England Controlled School. The school left its site opposite the
church, on the corner of School Road, and moved into its new buildings off Buddens
Road in 1968. Meanwhile, the old school and school house were eventually knocked
down and replaced by private housing which is now known as Glebe Corner.
In 1968, the Park Place Pastoral Centre was established and, in addition to the
chapel, extra accommodation and a large conference hall were added to the house.
The purpose of the Centre was to help people in the Roman Catholic diocese of
Portsmouth to renew their faith and deepen the quality of their life. However, many
people come from elsewhere and from other Christian traditions.
There is a community of Franciscan sisters who live at Park Place and look after
all the housekeeping and cooking, among many other things. The sisters create an
atmosphere of prayer and tranquillity even when the place is very busy indeed. The
Director of the Centre is a Roman Catholic priest of the Diocese of Portsmouth who is
permanently resident in the house.

During The Second World War
During the Second World War, Rookesbury Park School was evacuated to the
West Country, and the house and grounds were taken over by the army. An army
Motor Transport Workshop was set up at Rookesbury Park and also took over Merritt‟s
Garage in Fareham Road. The presence of so many soldiers prompted the hiring of
the Victory Hall (opposite the Mill in Bridge Street) as a rest-room and canteen.
Meanwhile, the Navy had taken over Beverley. The maternity unit for naval
wives was moved out from Haslar (Gosport) early in the war, away from the dockyard
danger zone. Children born there at that time have been nicknamed „Beverley Babes‟.
Towards the end of the war, Wickham, like many other places in the south of
England, found itself in the midst of preparations for the invasion of France. The woods
around the village housed temporary camps and every piece of road space or hardstanding, including both sides of the Square, was marked out and numbered in yellow
paint. Thus Wickham became part of the vast marshalling area for the invasion forces.
A plaque on the northwest corner of the church room replicates an inscription which was
carved into the Droxford road boundary wall by the men of the 38th Canadian
Reconnaissance Regiment awaiting embarkation for the Normandy beaches in 1944.
The initials are believed to be those of the two soldiers.
A special train was based at the station for use by the VIPs, officers and staff
travelling to and from the Operation Overlord base at Southwick House.
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THE PARISH CHURCH OF ST. NICHOLAS
ST. NICHOLAS
The parish church of Wickham is dedicated to St. Nicholas, who had become one
of the most popular saints in Europe by the twelfth century, largely because of the great
number of fanciful legends attached to his name. Very little is known of him that is
authentic except that he was Bishop of Myra in the fourth century. He is thought to
have died on 6 December 343, and at some stage during the tenth century his bones
were taken to Bari, Italy, where his relics may still be seen. He became the patron
saint of children, virgins, pawnbrokers and sailors as a result of a number of apocryphal
tales such as the following.
St. Nicholas is reputed to have brought back to life three children who had been
murdered and hidden in a tub by an innkeeper
A nobleman on hard times was about to sell his three daughters into white
slavery. St. Nicholas on three successive nights threw a purse of gold in through their
window. Hence he became the patron saint of virgins and at the same time created the
symbol of the pawnbroker: the three gold balls.
On a voyage to the Holy Land, he is alleged to have saved the ship in the midst
of a storm, astonishing the sailors and becoming their patron saint as a result.
These legends made him a well-known saint in the middle ages, and many
churches, including this one, are dedicated to him
There is a carved panel on the inside west door which depicts him holding three
little girls and his link with sailors. According to the current church calendar his feast
day is celebrated on 6 December nowadays.

THE CHURCH
It is possible that the mound on which the church stands was an ancient Saxon
burial ground, and that a church has stood here since the earliest Christian times. In all
probability St. Wilfrid dedicated a church here before 670AD. However the earliest
supported evidence of a chapel dates from mid -12th century. Documents from the
episcopate of Henry de Blois (1129 -1171) show that the church was dedicated to St.
Nicholas and granted parochial rights and status. Architectural evidence is provided by
the reset west doorway which has examples of mid -12th century mouldings.11
At first, the church consisted of nave, north transept and chancel. In his history
of the church (1959) the Reverend M.C. Retallack gives the date of 1120 for when
Norman builders started work. The north doorway in the chancel and the large archway
11

see 1 above
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to the Lady Chapel are thirteenth century work. In the seventeenth century the south
transept was added and it still consists of the old mellow bricks of that period.
The following is an extract from a guide to the area published in 1801.
„Wickham Church is of some antiquity. It consists of a nave, a
chancel and two additions, one on the north, the other on the south.
The west door appears to be Saxon, and the windows are of different
ages. On the sounding board of the pulpit is inscribed ‘Ex dono
Guilelmi Uvedale, militis, 1615’. In the chancel are two ancient tombs
of Purbeck stone. No name is to be seen, and the armorial bearings
are very indistinct. In a kind of chapel immediately adjoining is the
monument of William Uvedale, Esq., who died in 1569. It is painted
and gilt but much needs repair. There is also a larger monument to the
memory of Sir William Uvedale, Knight, who died in 1615; on which
recline whole length figures of himself and his lady.’
A survey in 1859 (William White) says that Wickham church „is an ancient Norman
structure, with a square tower and six bells, and is about to be restored. It has several
ancient monuments to the Uvedale family and one to an Earl and Countess of Carlisle.’
It is purported to have seated 420 people.

The North Transept in 1841 from a
watercolour by R.H.C. Ubsdell

The Chancel in 1841 from a watercolour
by the same artist
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The church before the Victorian Restoration, before 1862

The church certainly underwent a substantial Victorian „restoration‟ thereafter; a
substantial amount of earlier architectural detail was removed and the church was made
much as we see it today. Between 1862 and 1877 the sum of £1,550 was raised for
this work, chiefly by a Revd T.A. Wills (not the Wickham incumbent), who lived at
nearby Beverley.
Until 1862 there was a small wooden turret, but that was then removed and the
present tower and broached shingle spire were built and the Norman doorway was
moved about ten feet to the west and fitted into the new tower wall. In 1872, the north
transept was rebuilt, much of the exterior was faced with Hampshire flint, the chancel
arch was added, the chancel and nave were re-tiled and uniform seating was installed.
There are stepped buttresses, lancets and decorated tracery to the gables of the
chancel and transepts, and the roof is of clay peg tiles, except in the case of the Lady
Chapel, the roof of which is of natural slate.
Some of the windows have carved heads worked into the terminations of the
hood-moulds and others have carved foliated motifs.
A current Parochial Church Council document, Statement of Significance, dated
April 2005 lists the main features of the church as it stands today, as follows.
The main west doorway is twelfth century, with its archway
carved in a chevron pattern, and on the left of the lintel is a
sculptured badge of King Stephen: a centaur
with bow and arrow (the zodiac sign of Sagittarius). The
inner west doors are of panelled wood with four carvings.
The first depicts St. Nicholas, patron saint of sailors and
children; the second is of the Uvedale Arms; the third shows
William of Wykeham, Bishop of Winchester, and the fourth is
of the William of Wykeham coat of arms with the motto
Manners Makyth Man.
Illustration of the Norman
archway
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Just inside these doors on the right is a twentieth-century oak shrine to those
who lost their lives in the First World War. On the other side of the doors is a memorial
plaque to those who died in the Second World War.
The nave, chancel, north transept and Lady Chapel are Early English style, and
significant thirteenth-century features are the north doorway in the chancel and the
archway to the Lady Chapel. The chancel has remains of a fifteenth-century table
tomb. The chancel and sanctuary floors are of stone flags, apparently dating from the
1940s, though the chancel floor was restored and levelled with Portland stone in 1950.
Many of the windows are fine examples of Victorian stained glass. Particularly
fine is the east window, with its portrayal of the conduct of the sheep in the Parable of
the Sheep and the Goats. Victorian piety is expressed in medieval dress.
The north transept window depicts in symbolic form the ascended Christ in
glory, and four panels reflect the nature of that glory. First is the Epiphany and the
worship of the small and weak by the rich of the world. Second is the healing of blind
Bartamaeus, illustrating the need to remove blindness and prejudice before the nature
of Christ‟s glory can be perceived. The third panel shows our Lord blessing the
children, with the reminder that only the child-like can enter the Kingdom of God. The
fourth and final panel, of the Last Supper, reveals in sacramental form by what manner
our Lord would glorify God.
The south transept dates from the seventeenth century. It has been re-paved
using ledger stones, and contains the fine octagonal font, which was moved to its
present position in 1962. It has a fine painted wooden canopy and a wooden figurine of
the Virgin Mary, which is displayed only on special occasions. (A Norman font
disappeared during the Victorian „restoration‟, allegedly to be used as an animal feeding
trough.) The J.L. Duysen upright piano which stands here was given to the church in
1963, and there is a display relating to William of Wykeham.
However, the most notable feature in the south transept is the alabaster tomb of
Sir William Uvedale (1615), with classical details, arched canopy, male and female
effigies and the nine kneeling figures of their four sons and five daughters. Further
detail can be found in a later section of this guide.
The pulpit is oak-panelled and dates from the 1960s, the fine Jacobean pulpit
having been destroyed in the mid-nineteenth century as part of the „restoration‟ of the
church. Carved heads are worked into the terminations of the arch between the nave
and the chancel, immediately behind and above the pulpit and lectern. More heads are
found carved into the terminations of the glazed archway between the organ loft and
bell-tower.The pews are square-ended, panelled with solid backs, all of Victorian
design. The oak screen to the vestry was given by a local family in thanksgiving for
the safe return of four sons from the Second World War.
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The interior of the church about 1912. Note: inscriptions around the arches
and the organ in the south chapel/vestry

The church owes a great deal to the incumbency of the late Revd M.C. Retallack.
From 1953-1970, he undertook a re-furnishing of the inside, and much of its beauty is
due to him. In 1957, the Victorian organ was overhauled and moved from what was
then the South Chapel to its present position in the gallery. This made room for the
creation of the lovely Lady Chapel, which was dedicated in 1961. The east window of
the Lady Chapel depicts the Annunciation and was designed by Christopher Webb as
part of this re-ordering.
To the right of this window is an ancient piscina which was found when the old
wall was taken down in September 1877. A reference states that the piscina was in
use in the thirteenth century, when the Brotherhood of Corpus Christi was associated
with the church.
There was an altar in the chapel, on the north side of which was a statue of St.
Anthony; this statue was carried off during the Victorian „restoration‟ and is supposed to
have been dumped in the rectory pond. (A recent draining of this pond has revealed no
such item.) The south wall has a fine wall monument of 1569 (William Uvedale) and
also a stone coffin lid, which is probably thirteenth-century and from the grave of a
child. The Lady Chapel floor appears to be of recent origin and incorporates a number
of ledger stones.
In 2004, the re-ordering of the Lady Chapel was completed with the installation of
a lighting corona and engraved glass panels and doors. These were designed and
engraved by Tracey Sheppard, depicting references in Psalms 46, 27, 148 and 36, and
further detail about them can be found in a later section of this guide.
The organ was originally built in 1874 and was rebuilt by Martin Renshaw in
1978, incorporating pipework, casework, console and soundboards from the three
redundant organs of St. Faith‟s, Wandsworth, Christchurch, Dover and St. Stephen‟s,
South Lambeth respectively.
The mechanism of the church clock is by Gillett & Co. of Croydon and is dated
1888. It drives clock-faces on the south and west faces of the tower.
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THE BELLS
The peal originally consisted of five bells cast by R. Wells of Aldbourne, Wiltshire,
between 1767 and 1772, and hung in a wooden frame in the tower. R. Wells was one
of many small bell-founders that were in operation at that particular period of time. In
1890, it was found that the bells required rehanging and restoring, owing to general
wear. This work was carried out by John Taylor & Co. of Loughborough,
Leicestershire. The bells were rehung with new fittings in a new steel frame. At the
same time, the peal was augmented to six bells with the addition of a new treble bell
cast by Taylor & Co.
In 1897, the fourth bell became cracked and it was re-cast, using the same
metal. The re-casting coincided with the diamond jubilee anniversary of the reign of
Queen Victoria, and this is noted in the inscription on the re-cast bell.
The bells were rung regularly by a local team up to about 1961, excluding the
periods covered by the two world wars. The first recorded peal on the bells by a local
team was in 1906 and took about two hours and forty-five minutes to ring, being 5,040
changes in all.
In 1961 it was found that the bells needed restoring and rehanging again. It was
seventy years since the last major work had been carried out, and all the fittings had
become well worn and were in a dangerous condition.
In March 1973, the bells were restored and rehung by John Taylor & Co. When
the bells had been lowered to the ground, one of the bell-hangers noticed that four of
the original bells had never been tuned. This meant that they were in a maiden peal –
there were no tuning rings on the inside of the bells. The insides were black where
they had been lifted off the moulds after casting. The bells were rehung in the tower in
the same frame, but were tuned and given completely new fittings throughout.
A story has often gone round Wickham that years ago two bells were taken from
St. Nicholas and removed to the village of Tisted, near Alton. The truth in the story has
never been proved.
Inscriptions on the Bells
Treble
Two
Three
Four

John Taylor & Co. Loughborough 1890
R. Wells of Aldbourne Fecit 1767
R. Wells of Aldbourne Fecit 1767
Hear God; Honour the King;
to the Glory of God and in
commemoration of the 60th
year of Queen Victoria
A. Burnaby-Green – Donor
R. Wells of Aldbourne Fecit
1767 original casting date
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Five
Tenor

R. Wells of Aldbourne Fecit 1767
R. Wells of Aldbourne Fecit 1772
(approximately 11 cwt. In A)

THE UVEDALE FAMILY AND MEMORIALS
On the south wall of the Lady Chapel (which was once known as the Uvedale or
South Chapel) are the remains of the altar tomb erected to the memory of one William
Uvedale, Esq. Scarcely anything is known about him beyond the fact that he resided at
Wickham, where he died on 2 June 1569 and was buried on 16 June in the chapel.
He gave directions in his will that „a seemlie and decente tomb and monument,
the same to be builte – and set – on the south side of his chapell, nigh the chauncell of
the parishe church of Wickham; they to bestowe for the chardges and decent making
thereof thirtie pounds, and the same to be fully fynysshed within three years of his
decease‟.
It was a large monument of stone, about ten feet high, ornamented with shields
bearing the Uvedale arms impaling Gresham. A plate bears a Latin inscription. It had
doubtless been painted, which seems to have led to the idea of a „restoration‟ by native
talent many years ago. The altar tomb was removed in 1862 to make room for an
organ, and not a trace of it remains except for a stone bearing the arms and the
inscribed plate, no longer in their original setting; they were moved to make way for a
window.
The great memorial to Sir William Uvedale and his wife, Mary, was originally built
on the west side of the Lady Chapel. Sir William desired (in his will dated 1611) his
body to be buried „in the aisle where my ancestors lie‟, but today the old association has
gone. The monument was moved and now stands by the east wall of the south
transept.
It is of alabaster and coloured marble, and was at one time richly gilded and
coloured, but it was unfortunately washed many years ago and it now has a faded
appearance. It has an arched canopy and within the arch there is a slab with an
inscription bearing the name, date of death and age, followed by lines of Latin wording
and the same number of lines in English.
There is a shield at the top bearing the quarterings of the Uvedale family.
Underneath is an effigy of a knight in armour and at a lower level his lady, in a dress of
the period of James I. Each is holding a prayer book. At the base are eight kneeling
figures representing their three sons and five daughters: William, Richard, Francis,
Catherine, Honor, Mary, Jane and Susan. To the right, holding a skull, is a ninth child,
John (the first-born), who was baptised at night on 15 April 1586, „being sicke‟. He was
buried two days later. Under the canopy at the top are the figures representing life and
death (the latter has suffered damage).
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Sir William‟s heir was his second son, born in 1587 and also called William (later
Sir William). He was twenty-eight years old at the time of his father‟s death, and
married twice. His first wife was Anne, daughter of Sir Edmund Carey, who bore him a
son and four daughters. By his second wife, Victoria, second daughter of Viscount
Falkland, he had a further son and two daughters.
At some time during the reigns of James I and Charles I he was Treasurer of the
Privy Chamber. Burton, in his Leicestershire writes „Sir William … is one of the finest
courtiers for figure and personage in the whole court‟. He was elected MP for
Hampshire in 1612-1613, and for Petersfield in both 1640 and 1643. In 1642, King
Charles I sent him, together with the Earls of Southampton and Dorset and Sir John
Colepepper, Chancellor of the Exchequer, to bear a message of peace from the King to
the two Houses of Parliament.
Sir William died in 1652 and was buried in his chapel at Wickham. He left his
property considerably reduced, in trust for the payment of his debts. His attachment to
the royal cause may have impaired his fortune. His son William, alive at his father‟s
death, was dead before 1663 and his daughters Victoria and Elizabeth became co-heirs
to all his property. They each inherited £1,500.
Victoria married Sir Richard Corbet and by him had a son, Sir Uvedale Corbet,
born 4 March 1665 or 1666. Elizabeth first married Sir William Berkeley, Kt., ViceAdmiral of the White. On his death in 1666, she married Edward, Viscount Morpeth,
later the second Earl of Carlisle, who died in April 1692 and was buried in the chancel at
Wickham within the altar-rails. There is a slab to his memory on the north side. His
widow Elizabeth died in December 1696. She too was buried within the altar-rails, on
the south side, and a similar slab marks the tomb. Both slabs are of grey marble.
With Elizabeth‟s death, the elder branch of the house of Uvedale expired, and in
1699 the estates were divided between Charles, Earl of Carlisle and Sir Uvedale
Corbet, Bart. They were sold in 1724 to Jonathan Rashleigh, who at the time was the
MP for Fowey in Cornwall.
In her will Elizabeth left £100 to be invested for the benefit of the poor of
Wickham.

THE ENGRAVED GLASS PANELS AND DOORS IN THE LADY CHAPEL
The engraved glass was designed and engraved by Tracey Sheppard, F.G.E. and
installed in 2004.
The New Glass Screen: the central cross is formed by the twisted stems and thorns of
a Blackthorn tree. The dead lower section gradually breaks into bud, flower and finally
leaf in a reference to the Tree of Life and the Resurrection. The central bronze patch is
engraved with the interwoven symbols Alpha and Omega. The words (Psalm 46:9) „Be
still, and know that I am God’ and (from Psalm 27:1) „The Lord is my light and my
salvation’ can be read both from the Chancel and the Lady Chapel and encourage a
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moment of calm and stillness during Communion and a reminder of God‟s greatest gift
to us.
New Glass Doors and Fixed Panel The words of Psalm 148 inspired this design:
‘Praise ye the Lord from the heavens: praise him in the heights’. The sun, moon and
stars in the fixed panel above the doors very simply illustrate verse 1 but also may be
taken as a reference to the omni-presence of God (night and day) and to the twelve
disciples (twelve stars). The doors themselves are decorated with the word „Praise‟.
Psalm 148.9 „fruitful trees’ There was a rich tradition of illuminated manuscripts in the
early church and the founders of St. Nicholas in 1120 would have been familiar with
these texts. It is with this in mind that the letters P and S have been decorated with:





the blossom, leaves and fruit of the pear tree (the pear
frequently appears in Christian art in connection with the
Incarnate Christ in allusion to His love of mankind), and it is
thought that this part of Hampshire was once rich in
orchards)
oak leaves and acorns – oak is used as a symbol of strength of faith
wheat – the Bread of the Eucharist
and
a vine – the Wine of the Eucharist

Glass Screen to the South Transept Psalm 36.9: „With Thee is the fountain of life’
This screen, with the Lady Chapel on one side and the font on the other, makes
reference to both the Virgin and the Living Waters of Baptism.
There is a well in Wickham known as the Dipping Hole. Wells or fountains have been
used in Christian art as a symbol for the Virgin, and are also appropriate symbols for the
source of the Living Waters. This design is therefore based around a fountain which
features the Holy Spirit in the form of a dove bearing an olive branch. Fish (the ancient
Christian symbol) swim through the waters of the fountain, making reference to the
faithful souls‟ search for God.
The Lady Chapel Project in 2004 was supported by the Onyx Environmental Trust.

THE PAINTINGS
The church is fortunate in having two such important paintings. The first is a
depiction of the „Holy Family „by Guercino, from the 17th century Italian School. This
painting was given by the Carpenter-Garnier family. It used to hang in the south
transept but, after its theft and happy return, it was restored in 1994 and hung in its
current position on the north wall of the nave.
The second painting, „A Rest during Flight into Egypt‟ after Luca Giordano
(1632-1705), had been stored in the organ loft but it was restored between 2001 and
2003 and was hung on the south wall of the nave in 2004.
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THE COMMUNION SILVER
The Wickham Communion Silver was bought by the Hampshire County Council
in 1974 with the aid of a 50% grant from the Victoria and Albert Museum. It consists of
four pieces: a flagon, a chalice, a paten cover and a large paten. The set weighs 83
ozs in all, and is hallmarked London: 1646 and 1647. Although the name of the maker
is not known, the initials W.T. are clear, and the same silversmith is known to have
made a chalice for a recusant Catholic congregation at St. Mary-on-the Quay, Bristol, in
1639. All the records of silversmiths were lost in the Great Fire of London.
This was the time of the Civil War and Hampshire was the scene of bitter fighting
between Royalists and Roundheads at Basing House and Cheriton. Sir William Waller
had requisitioned all royalist and church plate in the area, so it is remarkable that the
congregation of Wickham should have been able to commission a set of Communion
Silver at all.

THE CHURCH ROOM
The Church Room lies on the north-east side of the church in an old part of the
churchyard and covers the graves of three Wickham rectors. Access is through a door
in the north transept. It was built in 1974 by a local builder and designed to blend into
the ancient church; the octagonal roof matches the Victorian shingle spire.
Two-thirds of the cost of building it was raised by the parish and the remaining
third was raised through the sale of a set of Communion Silver. (see above)

THE CHURCHYARD
The older parts of the churchyard surrounding the church contain nine Grade II
listed table tombs in various states of repair. Five of these date from the 18 th century,
with the oldest situated 10 metres south east of the Lady Chapel. The latest, inscribed
to Callawaye, dates from 1841 and lies 16 metres north of the church.
The Mosse and Grindall tombs in the churchyard mark the burial places of two of
Nelson‟s captains from the Battle of Trafalgar. They have both been restored by
the1805 Club. The Mosse tomb lies to the east of the chancel, near the path to the car
park. The pair of Grindall tombs lie to the north of the church, at the top of the bank,
overlooking the A32 road to Droxford.
A memorial cross, 15 foot high, of Portland Stone, stands just south of the church,
overlooking the church path. This cross was funded by donations and contributions
after the First World War. It used to stand nearer the road but later road improvements
necessitated moving it to its current position.
A Garden of Remembrance is located in the newer part of the churchyard.
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