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Editorial
We are pleased to present this
bumper edition of the Village
magazine which we hope you
will find interesting and
informative. We ask you to read
the two detailed submissions in
the Letters Section. It is
reassuring to know that there
are local residents monitoring and actively challenging the
activities of WCC and Southern
Water and ensuring and
safeguarding the preservation
of all aspects of village life.
We extend our best wishes and
gratitude to Di Frost who
recently retired as PCC
Treasurer and several other
posts and positions, after 18
years service. We wish her
successor, Mrs Brenda Farrow

every success.
We draw your attention to the
photographs of the Clergy and
children taken at the Pastoral
Service last December. It is
particularly heart-warming to
see the next generation actively
involved in St Nicholas Church
services.
Volunteers are required to help
run The Wickham Pantry - a
local initiative to supply food
and household goods at
discounted prices and located
in the Community Centre. For
full details see page 8.
Am I the only one in the village
to be awarded the dunce’s cap
for scoring exceedingly low

points (or nil points.....as they
say in Villers Sur Mer) in Mike’s,
head-scratching, Christmas
quiz? Answers are now
revealed on page 16.
As the village and its population
grow in the Wykeham Field and
Bishop’s Gardens
developments, so we extend a
warm welcome to our new
neighbours. We hope that you
will soon be regular readers
(and indeed, contributors) of
this award-winning publication
and that your residency in this
tranquil corner of the Realm,
will be a long and happy one.
DB

The views & opinions expressed in the articles or letters are those of the author(s) and do not
necessarily reflect the views or opinions of the editor or PCC

The Rector and the Curate at Christmas
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Minister’s letter

Round about the middle of the
fifteenth century, so the story
goes, a Japanese army officer
called Ashikaga Yoshimasa
returned from a campaign only
to discover that his favourite
Chinese tea bowls had been
broken during the long journey
home. When the bowls came
back from being repaired, he
was so disappointed that he
sent them back, insisting that a
better technique was used.
And that’s when, out of
necessity, the Japanese
technique of kintsugi was born.
Those original tea bowls were
made of rigid pottery that easily
cracked and broke. The new
technique was a long process,
taking about three months and
involving glueing the fragments
carefully together with a special
mixture made out of tree sap,
leaving the restored bowl to dry
and then decorating it by
running gold lacquer along the
joined-together pieces.
It could be argued of course
that investing so much time and
gold was an extravagance.
Wouldn’t it have been quicker
and cheaper to replace the
broken tea bowls than to mend
them? But Yoshimasa had
begun what’s grown into a
whole philosophy (just have a
quick Google and you’ll see
what I mean): that nothing is
broken and that there’s beauty

in the damaged
and imperfect just
as much as in the
perfect and the
symmetrical. It’s
like upcycling and
‘preloved’ and
Repair Shop +++ –
kintsugi positively
draws attention to
the life of a pot,
once broken and
now repaired and
even more
beautiful than
before. Learning to
honour the history,
to accept and
celebrate the flaws, is a
powerful lesson in humanity
and sustainability.
The experience of suffering
changes us. Change changes
us, as these past months of the
pandemic have demonstrated
over and over. We can’t stay
the same, although having said
that not a week goes by when I
don’t meet someone who even
many years after a fall-out is
still as angry and broken as
ever and apparently content to
stay like that, with pieces
missing or put back together
badly. And on the other hand,
not a week goes by without
4

meeting someone whose
experience of being broken –
often through bereavement or
illness – whilst not something
they’d ever have looked for has
given a whole new depth and
shape to their lives.
The kintsugi approach
highlights the beauty of what
already is, flaws and all, rather
than leaving us always reaching
out for more; different; other;
better. When we expect
everything and everyone to be
perfect – perhaps especially
when we expect ourselves to be
perfect – we don’t just overlook
a lot of what’s beautiful in the
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ordinariness of everyday life,
we also create a cruel world
where resources are wasted
and we set ourselves standards
that can easily become
impossibly limiting, restrictive
and unhealthy. And I’m all too
aware that I’m speaking as
someone who doesn’t always
practise what she preaches!
Kintsugi is a reminder that the
healing that comes from any
sort of brokenness is
remarkable and precious. It
draws attention to where the
fragile bits are and it honours
those breaks by joining them
together with gold. There’s a
danger of course of overly
focussing on the experiences
that have broken us (have
another Google: ‘wounded
healer’ this time!). That’s why

it’s important to focus on the
way in which each broken pot –
each broken life, each
experience of change – is made
unique and beautiful when the
pieces are put back together
again. Unless you look
carefully or already know the
back-story, your attention is
drawn first and foremost to the
golden pattern. We all know
people who have come through
an experience who are able,
when we’re in a bad place
ourselves, to give us the peace
and hope we need to take
another small step forward. We
won’t know the details of their
story, but we experience the
gold that comes from their
healing.

lengthy poem about the
Canadian prairies, a saga
really, called Kintsugi. It ends
‘…on the face of a golden
puddle, the moon repairs itself
again and again.’ I love that! I
love the image, love the idea of
that ever- changing reflection in
the puddle and I love the
reassurance of more than one
fresh start. Things may fall
apart. That’s life. They fall
apart a bit most days and
sometimes they fall apart
appallingly. But that’s where
kintsugi comes in: sticking the
broken bits back together again
with golden glue.
With very best wishes
Jane

The contemporary Canadian
writer Patrick Lane wrote a

Di Frost retires as Honorary PCC Treasurer
In Di's own words.
"In 2004 I retired
and was
approached by Judy
Lucas to see if I was
in a position to help
Yvonne Case who
was treasurer at the
time. Gradually I got
involved with more
of the day to day
running of the
accounts and
eventually took over
as treasurer, it just
happened. The
accounts have
become more
complex as time
went on, but I have
been able to invest
and see our funds increase. I have thoroughly enjoyed my time as treasurer and wish Brenda Farrow
success and enjoyment as she gets to grips with the task. "

5
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The United Benefice of St John the Baptist, Shedfield
and St Nicholas, Wickham

Services in the Benefice
February 2022
8.00am

10.00am

Wednesday 2nd
Sunday 6th

Wickham: Communion with hymns
and reflection

Sunday 13th

Shedfield: Holy Communion
(traditional language)

Shedfield: The Sunday Service

Sunday 20th

Wickham: Holy Communion
(traditional language)

Wickham: The Sunday Service

Sunday 27th

Other
11.00am Shedfield: Holy Communion
on the Feast of the Presentation of
Christ (Candlemas)

6.00pm Shedfield: Sung Evensong

Shedfield: Communion with hymns
and reflection
Services may be subject to change; please check the parish websites for the latest information
www.stjohnthebaptistshedfield.org.uk / www.stnicholaswickham.org.uk

‘It’s a fun, messy and creative place for families.
Every month, Messy Church meets at St Nicholas Church after school. A quick snack starts
everything off and then there’s a short worship time with a story from the Bible, songs, special
Messy Church prayers and lots of ideas from everyone. Next there’s a crafting time when you get to
explore the Bible story in all kinds of messy ways – one of the best is decorating biscuits with icing
and sprinkles! After that it’s time for a sit-down meal together, usually pasta and cheese, followed
by cake. Messy Church starts at 3.30pm and finishes after tea at around 5.00pm. It’s free of charge
(although you might want to make a small donation if you can).
Come and try our Messy Church! You don’t have to come every time, and it’s fun, it’s convenient
and it’s a great way of being church together with other families.

Our next meeting will be on February 10th at 3.30
To find out more: call Sue Pittam (Messy Team Leader) on 01329 828 589 and visit www.messychurch.org.uk
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Photos of The St Nicholas Patronal Service held on
Sunday 5th December taken by John Farrow
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Methodist Missioner
The Red Suit
I’m sitting here eight days
before Christmas and I want to
share a Christmas related story
with you, even though
Christmas will be long past
when you read this.
In the run up to Christmas I get
invited to stand in for Santa at
several toddler groups and this
year was no exception. I
practised my HO HO HOs,
worked on my figure so I didn’t
need padding, had some stories
about the elves and the
reindeer ready and did my
utmost to engage the children
and parents so it was a magical
and memorable time.

a false beard on.” I leaned in
and whispered conspiratorially.
I told her I shave it off over the
summer because it gets very
itchy and it hadn’t grown back
fast enough. I then lifted the
fake beard to show my own
beard underneath which I had
whitened with talcum powder.
The look on the girl’s face was
priceless. She knew something
no one else in the world did and
she just beamed. On the way
out a little boy of five or six was
coming towards us. He was
clearly there for cancer
treatment and was wheeling an
IV drip with him. His eyes lit up
when he saw me and I stopped
to talk to him. I rambled for a

For me Santa is about
kindness and love and
generosity and I don’t see that
as being at odds with my beliefs
as a Christian. For many
parents Christmas is also about
sacrificial love, giving up things
themselves so they can ensure
they are able to give to their
children.
Anyway, back to the story. So
I’ve stood in for Santa many
times over the last 25 years but
I want to share two particular
stories from my first time in the
suit.
The first time I stood in for
Santa was when my employer
encouraged staff to give gifts for
children in hospitals over
Christmas. I got to put on the
Red Suit, a luxurious affair, and
visit with a member of the PR
team. I met many wonderful
children that day but two stuck
in my mind. One was a young
girl who had just had a bone
marrow transplant. As we
chatted she said to me “ I know
you’re not real Santa, you have
8

few minutes and then asked
him what he wanted for
Christmas and he started to tell
me. I said I’d do my best and
we shook hands as we parted.
As I got up I noticed the nurse
was crying and she told me I
was the first person he’d
spoken to since he came into
hospital six weeks before.
When my son got to the “Father
Christmas isn’t real” stage I told
him these stories. I told him
Santa was real and he is a spirit
of kindness in all of us that was
manifest in the red suit. He was
now a part of Santa. Be kind
this year.
Peter Bangs
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St Mark's Gospel
Last October, St John the Baptist hosted a dramatized reading of St
Mark’s Gospel, prepared by Susan Jones and her late husband Brian
and first performed in 2006. The Wickham version is planned for Palm
Sunday, 10th April: 6.00 pm at St Nicholas Church. It’s the opportunity
to share in Mark’s gripping account of the life, death and resurrection of
Jesus Christ and get right to the heart of the Christian story in the runup to Easter.
Why not take part and make this a real community event? No acting’s
involved and there are parts to suit everyone, ranging from one-line long
to short, medium or even narrator-length.
For centuries, St Mark’s Gospel has
been represented by a lion – find out
why on Palm Sunday at 6.00 pm at St
Nicholas Church, Wickham

Rosemary Crane will be happy to give you more details and sign you up
to read! You can contact Rosemary on 07712 591186

LUNCH CLUB FAREWELL
I have been involved with the Wednesday Lunch Club in the church room for over 45 years. First as a
driver, then as a cook and finally as an organiser. The number of Lunch Club diners has gone from over
20 to just about 10. The number of cooks has also decreased. So it has been decided to finally close
the Wednesday Lunch Club. Thank you to all who have given their time and talents to producing a
delicious lunch for the diners, and to the Meon Valley Lions who have helped for many years and local
drivers who bring some of the diners along.
Di Frost

Wickham Community Care
*What/Who is WCC?
A group of volunteer Wickham residents who take other residents to medical appointments that could not
be attended by legs because of age or infirmity or by public transport-because there often simply isn’t
any!
*Urgently

Needed: More Drivers

Hospital and other appointments are increasing as ‘normality’ is resumed
Do you have any time on your hands? Want to help your local community?
Your Car Expenses are reimbursed with patients, who are always most grateful, paying a recommended
donation for each journey to fund this vital service.
If you think you could offer any time …all that’s needed is ….a car, a current driving licence, and a
yearning to assist another villager in need.
A DBS check will be given as will added vehicle insurance whilst performing the volunteer task… … for
more information telephone our secretary
Heather Oswald on 01329 835061
9
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Wickham Society Spring Programme 2022
Members and visitors are always welcome to attend our meetings
Annual subscription £6; visitors £2 per meeting
8 February 2022 at 7.30 pm

The transformation of Petersfield
Museum
Ryan Watts, Head of Engagement
This meeting will be via zoom
contact wendy.greenish@gmail.com to be
included if you are not a member

8 March 2022 at 7.30 pm

Looking back at the Falklands War
Alan Baxter and Ian Young, Falklands Veterans
This meeting will be at
Wickham Community Centre

12 April 2022 at 7.30 pm

On court at Wimbledon
Annette Mchugh, Wimbledon Umpire
This meeting will be at
Wickham Community Centre

10 May 2022 at 7.30 pm

A Glimpse into Park Place Pastoral
Centre and its Mission
Sister Evelyn Cadoz
This meeting will be at Park Place

www.wickhamsociety.org.uk
10

Wickham Parish Magazine February 2022

Wickham Community Pantry
is nearly a year old!
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Since we opened our doors on 30th March 2021 we have
grown in size and outreach and are currently welcoming over
65 visitors a week. The pantry was set up to help families
stretch their money further and to reduce food waste.
Supported by local businesses, supermarkets and FareShare
and run by volunteers, the discounted food shop offers
visitors up to £15 worth of food in return for a £5
membership fee each week. Items can be selected from a
varying supply of frozen and chilled products, tinned and
packaged goods, household products and unlimited fresh
fruit and vegetables.
The pantry is based at the Wickham Community Centre and
open every Tuesday 1-3pm and 6-8pm, and available for
anyone who needs us. No referral is needed, and we have
seen a variety of customers from those on low income to new
mums, as well as those on state pension and families who
have been adversely affected by redundancy and furlough
due to COVID.
Please feel free to pop down to see what we are up, either to
become a customer, or if you are interested, we are always
looking for more volunteers to help us deliver this vital
project to the wider community.
Do come and visit us soon!

Wickhampantry@gmail.com
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Cars in Wickham
Square on Boxing
Day,
photos by Mike Hall
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2021 DECEMBER MEETING:
A Glimpse into Park Place
Pastoral Centre and its
Mission
It was with much regret that we
decided to postpone the
planned December meeting.
Sister Evelyn would be
delighted to welcome us instead
on Tuesday 10th May 2022, so
please put this date in your
diary when we hope we will be
able to enjoy the event, the
venue and each other’s
company.
2022 SPRING PROGRAMME
We are back to Zoom for our
January and February meetings
– this way, you can stay warm
and snug at home without
‘braving the elements’!
TUESDAY 25th January 2022 Men who Built the Cathedrals
by Dr Imogen Corrigan
In this talk we met the Master
Masons who both designed the
buildings and ran the site. They
commanded everything:
sourcing the vast quantities of
wood and stone, recruiting the
workforce and knowing enough
about their various trades to be
able to create heaven on earth
out the cacophony of thousands
of chisels and hammers. See
our website and the March
parish magazine for the
meeting report.
MEETING – TUESDAY 22nd
FEBRUARY – Highclere
Castle and its Archives
- David Rymill - Via Zoom
Highclere Castle, known to
millions around the world as
Downton Abbey, has a real
story that is just as exciting. A

The testimonial to the good character of Joseph
Ratty, gardener, High Street, Wickham
presented by the Bishop of Winchester 1854

substantial archive remains in
situ at the Castle, giving
insights into the Castle, the
Earls and Countesses of
Carnarvon and their ancestors
who have lived on this site
since the 1670s, the indoor and
outdoor staff who have kept the
Castle and its estate
functioning, and even the
officers who were treated there
when it became a First World
War hospital. David Rymill, an
archivist at Hampshire Record
Office, is the Castle’s part-time
archivist: he will share with us a
little of the story of the Castle
and the people who have lived
there, and some of the gems
within the archive.
2021-22 PROGRAMME
Full details of the programme
are on our website
www.wickhamhistory.org.uk
For those who wish to join the
society, or attend any of the
talks, then please get in touch
with our membership secretary
Vanessa Burlingham on 01329
835283. Alternatively use the
contact page on the website.
12

Meetings are held at 7.30 pm
via Zoom on the FOURTH
Tuesday of the month. Annual
membership is only £8pp.
Visitors are most welcome at
£2.50pp per meeting. For more
information and programme
updates, please check our
website
at www.wickhamhistory.org.uk

Joseph Ratty
A man of good
character
In 2021, Sandie Vigar was
looking through books
belonging to her late mother-inlaw and came across a Book of
Common Prayer that had been
presented to a Joseph Ratty in
1854. Although no definite
connection with the family has
been established, Sandie
passed the book to Wickham
History Society to ask in their
best David Olusoga 'House
Through Time'style to see what
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we could come up with about
Joseph and the South East
Hants Agricultural Labourers
Association.
Joseph was one of three
agricultural workers given
awards for their good
character in 1854, out of eight
nominated. The Rev.
Dumergue said, when
presenting the prizes, that he
hoped they would be ‘carefully
preserved and descend as
memorials to their families’: he
would have been pleased to
know that the book was
carefully preserved and that
Joseph was being remembered
one hundred and sixty-eight
years later.
Joseph, the son of James and
Elizabeth Ratty, was born in
East Meon where he was
baptised on 17th January 1782.
At about 40 years of age, he
married Sarah Hurst, a spinster
from Fareham, at Alverstoke.
Joseph couldn’t write so signed
the register with his mark of an
‘X’. Their only child (that we
know of) Sarah Hurst Ratty was
born in 1830 at Hambledon.
We know he was living on the
High Street (Wickham Square)
in 1841 with the Rodd family. It
may be that this was a lodging
house as there were another
five adults living there too,
making twelve in total, so they
would be likely to have had one
room to themselves and shared
kitchen and – outdoor - toilet
facilities. By 1851 their housing
situation had improved as
Joseph and Sarah, still
recorded as living on the High
Street, are no longer sharing
accommodation. Their daughter
Sarah had moved out - she was
still unmarried so perhaps she
was in service elsewhere.
Joseph worked for James W.

Advert naming Joseph Ratty at Webb’s Land
Hampshire Telegraph 15th January 1848

Woolridge, a farmer of
substance, who rented Webb’s
Land and Great Tapanage
farms. Joseph was obviously a
trusted worker and had
impressed Mr. Woolridge so
much that he put his name
forward for the awards. In the
records, Joseph is always
described as a gardener rather
than as an agricultural labourer.
By the time he got the award
Joseph was in his seventies
and this was recognition for his
good example to other
agricultural workers over the
years. The full title of the
awarding Association was ‘The
SE Hants Association of the
Encouragement of Industrious
and Meritorious Labourers,
residing in the Unions of
Fareham, Droxford, Havant and
Catherington, and in the
Parishes of Portsmouth,
Portsea and Alverstoke’,
founded in 1836 and presided
over by the Delme family of
Fareham. The emphasis was
on ‘character’, on bringing up
families well and without
recourse to parochial relief, and
also with awards for a whole
13

range of agricultural skills. It is
good to know that Joseph, like
all the prize winners, also got a
free dinner at the Red Lion in
Fareham!
Joseph and Sarah’s daughter
Sarah married Peter Bridges, a
mariner, in 1857. By 1861, in
his late seventies, Joseph and
his wife Sarah are recorded as
living with his daughter, son-inlaw and their two children in
Stoke Road, Alverstoke. Five
more children were born to
Sarah and Peter,
although one sadly died in
infancy. Joseph would have
been delighted to know his
grandson Joseph, who was
born a year before his death in
Alverstoke in 1867.
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Chilled Art
Another year and our group is ready to produce more and colourful art. So good to be back
together after the break, bouncing ideas, getting and giving feedback and constructive criticism.
Malcolm finished his colourful Steam Tractor, there's a pretty Village Church scene from Lyn, a
bright and cheerful Robin from Liz, a stunning Peacock from Sara.

Lyn
Malcolm

Sara

Liz

Chris did a lovely painting of her granddaughter Freya in the Bluebells, Val's Greek Scene
brought us some sunshine, and I am working on a Puma portrait. So lots of variety and a good
start to 2022.
Chris
Val

Patricia Fray
Patricia
14
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Mike’s Christmas Quiz Answers
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

In which year was Botox first used as a facial treatment? (1989).
Who said ‘the only thing worse than watching a bad movie is being in one’? (Elvis Presley).
Stonehenge was sold at auction in September 1915. How much was paid for it? (£6,000).
Approximately how many native tree species are there in the UK? (Fewer than 40).
In which year did Margaret Thatcher open the M25? (1986).
Who said ‘don't find fault, find a remedy’? (Henry Ford).
Who sang about ‘Boris the Spider’? (The Who).
What is the name of a modern-day Christmas song, sung by The Pogues and Kirsty
MacColl? (Fairytale of New York).
9. Which sports car has been officially recorded at 265.7 mph? (Bugatti's Veyron Super Sport
car).
10. What was founded by John Bird and Gordon Roddick in 1991? (The Big Issue).
11. In which year was the Royal Horticultural Society established? (1804).
12. You may have heard a reference to ‘Mornington Crescent’ on the radio or even have used it
but which Tube line runs through this station? (Central Line).
13. Who was Tony Blackburn’s first wife? (Tessa Wyatt).
14. What was John Peel’s real name? (John Ravenscroft).
15. Who sang about ‘Love on the Rocks’? (Neil Diamond).
16. For how many years did the ‘Poll Tax’ run? (3 years - 1990 – 1993).
17. I was a revolutionary British car introduced in 1969 with 5 doors, a transverse engine, a 5speed gearbox and was big enough to sleep in. What am I? (Austin Maxi).
18. Who composed ‘The Lark Ascending’? (Vaughan Williams).
19. Bob Dylan, George Harrison, Jeff Lynne, Roy Orbison, Tom Petty teamed up to form which
group? (Traveling Wilburys)
20. Who is the link between ‘The Pink Panther’ and ‘Entwistle Electricals’? (Burt Kwouk – he was
Entwistle in Last of the Summer Wine & Cato in the Pink Panther).
21. Which football club is based at Vicarage Road? (Watford)
22. What did William & Catherine Booth establish in London in 1865? (The Salvation Army)
23. In which year was the UK 70 mph speed limit introduced? (Late 1965)
24. How many Olympic Gold medals have been won by Sir Chris Hoy? (6)
25. Founded by Tony Vandervell, what was this F1 motor racing team called? (Vanwall).
26. Just as Percy Thrower presented gardening on television, who brought DIY to the attention of
TV audiences? (Barry Bucknell).
27. What is the minimum statutory penalty if you can get using a hand-held phone while driving or
riding? (3 penalty points on your licence and a fine of £100).
28. What is the origin of ‘rockwool’ or ‘rock fibre’ as used to grow greenhouse crops such as
tomatoes? (Mostly Basalt with some limestone & coke).
29. How many English caps were awarded to Norbert "Nobby" Peter Stiles MBE in his footballing
career? (28).
30. Who served as the 39th President of the United States from 1977 to 1981? (James Earl
"Jimmy" Carter, Jr)
31. In the context that water is confirmed to exist on Mars, what does the acronym ‘MRO HiRISE’
stand for? (Mars Reconnaissance Orbiter (MRO) High-Resolution Imaging Science Experiment
(HiRISE).
32. Layer Marney Tower is a Tudor palace situated near Colchester. From when is it dated?
(1520).
33. Who was married to Henry V111 first, Anne of Cleaves or Anne Boleyn? (Anne Boleyn).
34. I was introduced in 1956 by A.V. Roe and Company and officially retired in March 1984, what
am I? (The Avro Vulcan bomber).
35. In which two countries is the ‘Chihuahua desert’? (Mexico & USA).
36. Who was the original presenter of BBC1’s Question Time? (Robin Day).
37. Which Southampton FC player, who retired in 2002, was affectionately known as ‘Le God’?
16
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(Matt Le Tissier).
38. Peggy Lee provided the voice for a dog character in which 1955 movie? (Disney’s Lady and
the Tramp).
39. In which country will you find the river Tiber? (Italy).
40. Who wrote ‘Ode to a Nightingale’? (John Keats).

Applying or reapplying for a Blue Badge?

Having a Blue Badge means you can park closer to your destination, when you are
travelling as a driver or passenger. A Blue Badge costs £10 and usually valid for three years.
You are automatically eligible if you:
• are registered as severely sight impaired (blind)
• receive the higher rate of the mobility component of Disability Living Allowance
• receive a Personal Independence Payment award that indicates you cannot walk further
than 50 metres
• receive War Pensioners’ Mobility Supplement
• have been awarded a lump sum benefit at tariffs 1 to 8 of the Armed Forces
Compensation Scheme, and certified as having a permanent and substantial disability
which causes inability to walk or very considerable difficulty in walking
• receive a Personal Independence Payment award of 10 points with the specific
accompanying statement ‘where to undertake a journey causes overwhelming
psychological distress’
You may still be eligible if: you cannot walk at all; you cannot walk without help from
someone else or mobility aid; walking is difficult due to pain or breathlessness; walking is
dangerous to your health. Full eligibility criteria and application form are on the Hampshire
County Council website: https://www.hants.gov.uk/transport/parking/bluebadge
If you would like help with completing your Blue Badge application or renewal, contact
enquiries@ageconcernhampshire.org.uk

17
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Douglas James Copeland RIP
Well, where do I start with
memories of this man that was
my Dad, husband, brother and
uncle and, as I’ve recently
discovered, somewhat of a local
legend - billed by some as ‘Mr.
Wickham’.
1930/1940s
Dad began life on 27 June 1931
in Kingshill, Countesswells,
East Peterculter in
Aberdeenshire, the first of three
children born to James, a farm
servant (later manager) and his
wife Ellen. Dad had a younger
brother Bill and sister, Helen
both of whom he’ll now be
joining.
Dad’s love affair with horses
began almost as soon as he
was born and he used to tell me
he learned to ride before he
could walk, jumping on the
backs of the ponies in the farm
fields. I always thought that
explained Dad’s rather bandy
legs, that Niall so beautifully
straightened when Dad was in
his mid-70s, but I suspect it was
actually a hereditary thing as
grandad and Dad’s brother, Bill,
all showed the same leg traits,
as a result, none of them would
wear the kilt!
I wonder now whether Dad’s
early years were a bit like ‘Our
Yorkshire Farm’ as he had daily
tasks to help out. I know he
looked after the farm horses
and in particular, I remember
stories of him riding the high
stepping hackneys. Dad
belonged to the boys brigade
and later the RAF Air Cadets he
had a desire to join the RAF.
For a while, he worked in a
chicken factory.

1950s
As a 21-year-old in 1951 he left

the chicken factory and signed
up for the Royal Navy and it
was this that brought him to
Portsmouth in 1952 where one
night, for a bit of R and R, he
decided to attend a dance, in
uniform, at the Empress
Ballroom in North End. It was
there that he spied a rather
fetching young lady (Mum) in a
yellow dress and asked her to
dance - the dancing went well
and the next day they had a
date to go to the pictures. Dad
came by bus soon after for his
first visit to Wickham and it was
as the bus approached the
village that he fell in love with it.
Mum says Dad loved Wickham
almost more than he loved her.
In 1954 he and Mum were
married and lived with Grandad
Froud in Wickham for a short
while. In 1955 they moved to
Southsea and then in 1958,
they moved to Lee-On Solent to
the Admirals Cottage. It was a
great joy for Dad when a few
months ago we found the
cottage and spent half an hour
with the now owner chatting
about the cottage and Lee. It
was also here, in 1958 that I
arrived and the admiral that
Dad was looking after used to
regularly bring his visitors to the
cottage to see me apparently.
1960s
Having moved from the cottage
in Lee to another place in Lee
Mum and Dad then settled in a
lovely flat in Gosport, on the
water's edge, taking joy in
building their new home
together. It was short-lived
though as in 1960 Dad was
posted to Cape Town in South
Africa and the memories and
stories of our time together
there could fill a book - what a
great adventure for two 20
somethings to travel halfway
across the world and live in
18

such a beautiful country. It was
great joy in 2007 that all 3 of us
got to go back again, thanks to
Terry Eldrid, for a three-week
visit. Dad of course dressed in
his best blazer and tie for the
12-hour economy flight to SA! I
was chauffeur and tour guide
and we found our old home,
had lunch in a treehouse,
visited Robben Island, did a
mini safari in the Karoo and
Dad, then 76, and I got to ride
American style along
Noordhoek beach where Ryan’s
Daughter was filmed.
We returned to the UK in
February 1963, one of the
coldest winters ever, even
Portsmouth Harbour was frozen
up. Travelling with us on the
Union Castle ship was Dad’s
beloved split-screen Morris
Minor and Ronnie of
Rondebosch, the budgerigar!
After another short stint in
Wickham, we moved to
Helensburgh and Dad was
based at Faslane, home of
nuclear weapons so we had
many a Sunday service on a
ship. Dad took up fishing here
and in the Gare Loch, one time
managed to step back off a rock
in water deeper than his waders
and came home soaked and
frozen. He started a bit of oil
painting too and it was a shame
he didn’t pursue his art further
as he was rather good at it.
In 1964 we moved to the other
end of the UK, Cornwall, first to
Penzance and then to Newlyn
where Dad was posted to HMS
Culdrose, a Royal Navy airbase
near Helston. Dad and I would
often go to watch the trawlers in
Newlyn offloading their day’s
catch. We were parted for 9
months during this time when
Dad went to sea on HMS Eagle
and we missed him so much
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but we had a joyous reunion in
Plymouth upon his return.
Whenever Dad returned from a
trip away there was a multitude
of gifts to receive sourced on
his travels.
In 1965 we moved again when
Dad was posted to the Royal
Naval Air Station Yeovilton and
then in 1966 we moved to
Rowner in Gosport when Dad
was on HMS Blake, Fort
Southwick and then for his final
posting to HMS Collingwood.
During this time Dad trained
numerous new young recruits to
the Navy and he also taught me
to ride. For 9 years we’d go
weekly to HMS Dryad in our
matching yellow polo neck
sweaters and string riding
gloves, knitted by Mum. We’d
all fundraise to buy new horses
for the stables - I remember
Dad knitting things too. I still
have my childhood teddy,
resplendent in matching purple
trousers and jumper - Dad
knitted these. Dad was asked
to compete in the inter-forces
horsey three-day event for the
navy but he turned it down as
he thought his style was not
good enough. His favourite
horse at HMS Dryad was
Manaleto an ex-steeple chaser
and not too many riders could
handle this horse but Dad
would take him out of the yard,
remove all the restricting
paraphernalia and happily take
him galloping up Portsdown Hill.
When I went to college in 1974
and started attending discos in
Portsmouth Dad became the
famed taxi service for my
course mates, always picking
me and my friends up at 1 am
to ensure we're all transported
safely home.
1970s
After 27 years Dad was forced
to leave his beloved navy and it
was in 1978 he and Mum

Doug
He was a lovely man, with a rich Scottish lilt,
Immaculately dressed, in trousers or a kilt.
He had a great sense of humour, a dry quick wit,
His knowledge of gardening was a bottomless pit.
He graced us with his presence on many an event,
Christmas, birthdays anniversaries all at Greens he spent.
In years gone by on Burns night, emboldened with a wee dram,
He addressed the flaming haggis, a wearing a tartan tam(o shanty)
He cut a dash on the dance floor every New years eve,
Fox trot, waltz and quick step, with Rosemary on his sleeve.
Opinionated, strong willed, he always spoke his mind,
A more genuine, kind hearted fella you would never find.
He loved his food and drink, a connoisseur of all things fine.
It's been our privilege to know him, so sad to see his decline.
I'm sure that he's at peace now, but he'll be sorely missed by us all,
Let's smile and be grateful we knew him, as fond memories we
recall.
Carol Duckworth
moved back to Wickham. Dad
worked at GEC Plessey for 8
years when at 55 redundancy
made him start his final career
as a gardener. Dad always
described himself as a peasant
and was at his happiest being
outdoors. He continued
gardening until January this
year and would have still been
going had his health not gotten
the better of him. In Wickham,
Dad served on the Parish
Council for many years and
belonged to so many clubs and
societies including history,
Wickham events team,
gardening, badminton, bowls for
which he won several cups, the
Foresters. In 2016/2017 Dad
was awarded A Mayor of
Winchester's Community Award
in recognition and appreciation
of service to the community.
19

Whilst Dad was a canny
Scotsman he was unassuming
and a most generous, caring
and loving man. It was a huge
surprise to me to discover last
year that in his wallet he still
had pictures I’d sent him when I
was 7 and he was at sea and
also letters from Mum.
So many of you here today will
know that Dad had a story for
practically every occasion and
no doubt you have your own
stories too so it would be lovely
if you’d come and share them
back at Greens later today.
I’d like to end this tribute with
Carol Duckworth’s fabulous
poem she wrote about Dad as I
think it sums him up perfectly.
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Letters to the Editor
The views & opinions expressed in the articles or letters are those of the author(s) and do not
necessarily reflect the views or opinions of the editor or PCC
Dear Sir,
Ombudsman decides
Winchester Council Planning
Department “at fault”
In 2020, residents of Wickham
submitted to Winchester
Planning Department an
“inordinate” number of
objections to the proposed
extension to Wickham surgery.
These expressed concerns
about traffic, parking and fears
that the additional consulting
rooms would serve “up to
14000 new patients” from
Welborne. The Planning
Committee of the Council heard
and approved the application on
November 19th, 2020. But after
the meeting it came to light that
an important piece of material
evidence had not been
presented to the Committee –
an objection from Hampshire
Highway Authority.
After exhausting the Council’s
complaints procedure over this
omission, the Local
Government Ombudsman was
asked to investigate. In late
November 2021, the
Ombudsman’s findings were
published and are of legitimate
public interest. The Council was
found to be at fault in the
management of the “technical
note” (traffic impact assessment
commissioned by the surgery)
and in its failure to present the
views of the Highway Authority
during the application meeting
itself. In summary, the
Ombudsman decided:
1.

“The Council ……did not
send the technical note (to
the Highways Authority) until

17 November….I consider it
would have been better
practice to send it to the
Highways Authority directly
and can see no good reason
why it was not sent sooner. I
therefore find this was fault”
2.
“I would expect officers
to have made members
aware of the up-to-date view
of the Highways Authority at
the meeting as the issues in
the technical note were
relevant to a material
planning consideration. I find
it was fault not to do so”
The Highway Authority was
alerted to the technical note on
November 16th by a member of
the public - the day before it
was sent to the Authority by the
Winchester Planning Case
Officer. The Highway Authority
wrote and delivered to the Case
Officer a letter in response to
the technical note on November
18th. The Authority’s
assessment of the quality and
validity of the technical note
was scathing, citing that, among
other things, it is likely that trip
generation would likely be more
than estimated, parking
requirements were not properly
assessed and data collection
(during October 2020) at a time
of COVID restrictions, could not
be relied upon as a predictor of
future activity.
The letter concluded: “The
Highway Authority cannot
confirm that the development is
unlikely to result in any material
highway/transportation
implications due to insufficient
information being provided in
the technical note and
recommends - A holding
20

objection”. The existence and
content of this letter was not
brought to the Committee’s
attention. Presumably the
Committee, therefore, relied on
the flawed technical note to
assess traffic and parking
impacts in making its
unanimous decision.
The Ombudsman conjectures
an opinion that, even had the
Committee members seen the
Highway Authority objection,
they would probably still have
approved the application. But
that is only conjecture as she
also states that the Committee
might have taken a different
decision. That question is,
therefore, not answerable and,
indeed, was not the point of the
matter raised with the
Ombudsman. On that the
Ombudsman is clear: the
Committee should have taken
the Highway Authority’s views
into account and failure to do so
raises important questions for
residents:
1.

Why was the technical
note not passed in good time
to the Highway Authority as it
should have been?
2.
Would the technical note
have been sent to the
Highway Authority at all if a
member of the public had not
informed them of it?
3.
Why was the existence
and content of the Highway
Authority’s objection not
brought to the attention of
the Committee?
The absence of transparent
answers to these questions,
and in view of the fact that the
Highway Authority has not

Wickham Parish Magazine February 2022
withdrawn its objection,
confidence in local democracy
and the integrity of those
involved may be damaged.
And, although not part of the
Ombudsman’s investigation, the
submissions at the planning
hearing regarding Welborne
patients’ use of Wickham
Surgery were left up in the air. It
would be useful for residents to
know if that question has now
also been decided.
This letter and a more detailed
analysis of the Ombudsman’s
decision (too lengthy to be
reproduced in these pages) has
been sent to Winchester City
Council, local Councillors and
the surgery in the hope that
plausible answers will be
forthcoming to put residents’
minds at rest. Those wishing to
read the more detailed analysis
of the Ombudsman’s decision,
complete with references,
should go to the Wickham
Residents Association website
at http://
www.wickhamresidents.org.uk/
library/WSES100122.pdf.
Yours faithfully,
Nic Holladay
Glenmead House,
Tanfield Lane,
Wickham

Dear Wickham Residents,
Have you received a letter (see
attached) from Southern Water
regarding “Land Referencing”
with respect to a proposal to
establish a pipeline from Havant
to Otterborne - I would like to
hear from you?

The letter refers to “Land
Referencing” which is a
possible precursor to land/
property Compulsory Purchase
Order (CPO).
There are alarming statements
in the SW letter e.g. “your land
or property may be required for,
or affected by, one of the
proposed pipeline route areas”!
Further the SW letter is
accompanied by a similar letter
from SW surveyor Fisher
German which asks residents to
provide details of their land/
property ownership and
annotate attached land registry
drawings.
Additionally, the letter does not
provide any details, document
or plans to explain their
proposal - in fact it is alarming
and in my opinion threatening
as it’s accompanied by a
surveyors letter which gives the
impression the process has
started!
The letter does direct you to a
SW
website www.southernwater.co.
uk/water-for-lifehampshire however there is a
huge amount of technical
documentation to plough
through and it assumes you
have time, sufficient technical
expertise to decipher and
understand. Also some of the
technical documents have
sections redacted that does not
fill me with confidence
concerning SW openness or
transparency! Further, what are
residents who have no access
or don’t use the internet
supposed to do?

pursue as it materially affects
Wickham Residents.
Unfortunately, “Freedom of
Information” request does not
apply to SW to ascertain who in
Wickham is affected so I would
kindly ask if you could email me
and indicate if you have
received such a letter?
Apparently residents in
Boarhunt, Havant & Wickham
have received such letters but
the exact extent is unclear.
Havant residents have created
a dedicated Facebook page
“SW ‘Land Referencing’ of
Hampshire Homes” which
contains further information and
links.
Many thanks in advance for
taking the time to read this.
Robert Broad
Chairman, Wickham Residents
Association.
chair@WickhamResidents.org.
uk
See also Wickham Residents
Association News letter on
page 22

The Wickham Residents
Association Committee has
agreed that this is a serious
matter that we will investigate &

The views & opinions expressed in the articles or letters are those of the author(s) and do not
necessarily reflect the views or opinions of the editor or PCC
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Wickham Residents Association News
A Happy New Year to all
Wickham residents!
What has the Committee been
doing in the last couple of
months?
The Mill Lane Sports and
Recreation Site
Nearly 700 Wickham residents
had their say on the future of
the Mill Lane Sports and
Recreation Site by completing
the WRA Survey in the Autumn.
Thank you to everyone who
took part. This is a huge
response from our small
community and it gives very
clear messages about what
Wickham needs. The results
were sent by the Council to
their consultants, Fieldform, so
that residents’ views could be
incorporated into their draft
assessment of what should be
provided.
The WRA Committee is
concerned that the draft
assessment produced by
Fieldform includes
recommendations for some
facilities which are not wanted
by local residents, and also
failed to include some of the
things that residents do want.
The Committee has sent a
detailed report to the Council
highlighting these problems and
the Council has forwarded it to
Fieldform. Fieldform are now
writing an updated and revised
draft Assessment of what local
residents want at the same time
as drawing up a draft Master
Plan.
The Parish Council has agreed
to form a focus group to help
take the project forward and
has decided the terms on which
this group will operate. The
WRA has provided the Council
with some comments about

these terms to ensure the best
outcome for Wickham
residents. The Council has
encouraged the Wickham
Residents Association to be
involved in the focus group. We
will use this opportunity to
continue to give a strong voice
to the views of local residents.
You can read the WRA analysis
of the first Fieldform draft Need
Assessment on the Wickham
Residents Association website
under “News and Updates”

from Southern Water about
your property and the pipeline
and it mentions “Land
Referencing” this implies that
your property or land could
potentially be compulsorily
purchased.

www.wickhamresidents.org.uk/
library/WRAResponseToMillLaneSiteDNA.p
df).

The WRA raised this disturbing
issue with Wickham Parish
Council during the full council
meeting on 13th January. The
Council has agreed to contact
Southern Water to seek
assurances that this letter has
been sent out in error and to
ask that an apology be sent out
to all effected residents as soon
as possible.

Major decisions are due to be
made in the next few months.
We will ensure that WRA
members and the wider
community are kept in the
picture about what these are.

The Wickham Residents
Association is following
developments closely. We will
keep Wickham residents up to
date through our Facebook and
WRA Website.

Major new water pipeline
through Wickham – homes to
be compulsorily purchased?

Solar Farm Planning
Application - Former Funtley
Refuse Tip, Titchfield Lane,
Wickham PO15 6DY

Southern Water plans to build a
major new pipeline in this area.
It recently sent worrying letters
to some Wickham residents
which implied that their homes
or property may be under threat
of compulsory purchase as part
of the construction of a major
new water pipeline.
More worryingly the letter
arrived out of the blue and
contained no drawings or plans.
People have been left to search
for information on the Southern
Water website. Most worryingly
of all a letter was attached from
Southern Water’s surveyor,
Fisher German, who asked
residents to provide details of
their ownership of the land!
If you have received a letter
22

This planning application has
attracted significant concern
from local residents about the
potential HGV vehicle
movement and general traffic
disruption to Wickham and
surrounding areas accessing
Titchfield Lane to the site. The
application attracted over 120
public objections expressing
serious concern about the HGV
traffic in Titchfield Lane, whilst
the land level is raised involving
the addition of over a million
tons of inert waste.
The period for public comments
has now closed (7th January),
but the Association is following
this development closely and
will update residents as and
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when further information
becomes available.

Wickham Residents
Association Annual General
Meeting

the Wickham Centre. PLEASE
MAKE A NOTE OF THE DATE
and attend if you can
www.WickhamResidents.org.uk
www.facebook.com/groups/
wickhamresidents

The AGM of the Association will
be held on Monday April 4th at

travel. Then you can set
yourself a budget that you can
stick to - take a look at the
budgeting tool on the Citizens
Advice website to help you do
this.

Lesley Rose, Advice Services
Manager for Citizens Advice
Winchester District gives advice
on how to manage the imminent
rise in energy costs
I keep seeing on the news
that my bills could be going
up soon. It’s making me
really worried, especially as I
spent more on Christmas
than I should. How can I get
my spending habits back on
track in 2022?
A lot of people will be asking
themselves this question right
now. The good news is there
are lots of things you can do to
be more in control of your
money and better prepared for
the future.
Firstly, find out exactly what
money you have coming in and
going out each month. Be
realistic about what you need
for essentials like food and

If any of your bills do go up in
the coming year, you can go
back to our budgeting tool
anytime to create a new plan
and stay in control. Our website
tips on how to reduce your
regular living costs may be
helpful if you find you have
more money going out than
coming in at any point.
You should also make sure
you’re getting all the income
you’re entitled to. Use the
income checker on the Citizens
Advice website to see if you
could be getting more support,
such as benefits or government
grants. You can also use this to
make sure you’re being paid the
right wage.
If you’ve been using credit
cards, your overdraft, or store
cards for your spending, it’s
understandable if these debts
are causing you worry. It’s
important to prioritise paying
your rent or mortgage, plus
energy bills and Council Tax
first though. Not paying these
has the most serious
consequences. On the Citizens
23

Advice website, we have advice
about which bills you need to
prioritise and the support
available for paying these and
other bills.
Once you have planned how to
pay your priority bills, the
budgeting tool can help you
plan how to repay credit cards,
overdraft charges and store
cards.
If you need more specific
support or don’t feel able to
manage your situation alone,
you can call Citizens Advice
Winchester District on 0808 278
7861. You’re not on your own.
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TREE SERVICES
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
HAMPSHIRE & SURROUNDING AREA

FOR MORE INFORMATION
www.wgstreeservices.co.uk
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FAMILY
OWNED
BUSINESS
FULLY
INSURED

info@wgstreeservices.co.uk
or
CALL 07810 044 420

BULK BAGS

HARDWOOD | SOFTWOOD | KINDLING
FREE LOCAL DELIVERY
SOFTWOOD
KILN DRIED

CALL 07810 044420
or
ORDER SECURELY ONLINE
www.wgskindling.co.uk

HARDWOOD

ASH

FOLLOW US

randggamblin@hotmail.com

Making or updating your Will?
Making a Lasting Power of Attorney?
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Incorporating
Nigel Chamberlain
& Partners for
over 30 years

THE FAMILY OWNED
FUNERAL DIRECTORS
www.steelsfuneral.co.uk

BISHOP’S WALTHAM

WINCHESTER

The Gate House, Victoria Road,
Bishop’s Waltham, SO32 1DJ

Alderman House, 12-14 City Road,
Winchester, SO23 8SD

01489 892640

01962 862333
Available 24 Hours

Ravensford Physiotherapy
SARAH ATHERTON MCSP SRP
Chartered Physiotherapist
Specialist in treating neurological
conditions, including stroke
A FLEXIBLE, COMMUNITY-BASED,
PHYSIOTHERAPY SERVICE

Therapy tailored to your
individual needs
T: 07840 037910
sarah.atherton@ravensford.co.uk

www.ravensford-physio.co.uk
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feeling right at home
There are lots of reasons to feel welcome at The Fernes
Care Home. From the choice of visiting options, to the
delicious food and a commitment to truly celebrating life.
Residential care • Dementia care • Respite care
Daily life-enriching activities programme
En-suite bedrooms • Hair salon • Choice of lounges
Proud to be rated ‘Good’ overall by CQC (28/04/20)

Call: 01329 655 110
The Fernes Care Home, 6 Samuel Mortimer Close, Fareham, PO15 5NZ
www.barchester.com
Find us on Facebook @BarchesterTheFernes

Bespoke picture framing service
All types of work undertaken
All work completed on the
premises
Picture restoration service
available
Over 30 years experience
Tel. 01730 269926
Please call first to make an
appointment to visit our
workshop
www.petersfieldframing.co.uk

Meon Valley Sports Injury Clinic
Contact Thomas Peddell 07999 306397

PDCprint
print
PDC

Treatments
Sports Therapy
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02380 602627

07766 418 039

High Quality & Affordable Carpet Cleaning
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Bishop’s Waltham Photographic Society
December 2021 ended with a
flourish for the Society: a visit to
the BW Christmas fair, Kev’s
Christmas Quiz and Guest
Speaker Roger Hance FRPS
who showed us how to set up
feeding stations for wildlife in
our garden – especially birds,
and how best to photograph
them. Not only was Roger’s
photography excellent but the
vast range of hints and tips
Roger gave the audience was
very generous and was
certainly appreciated by our
members.
The New Year always begins
with the Society AGM. In
reviewing the past year,
Chairman John Coote said
“how using the Zoom platform
has allowed members to catch
up online more regularly with
most months seeing three
meetings taking place. This
allowed members to share lots
of images, taking up monthly
photographic challenges
together with presenting images
taken on several meet-ups at
various venues locally. It also
enabled the Society to invite
guest speakers from further
afield – last year from Ireland,
Birmingham and Guernsey.
John continued by saying that
the 2022 programme will
continue with these extra
meetings - it is hoped to resume
‘physical’ meetings in the
Church Hall very soon and,
together with online meetings
the Society has a very full
programme ahead. January
sees a presentation by longstanding member Wendy
Spencer LRPS who will be
sharing her passion for
astrophotography and showing
the audience how to capture
star trails!
Annual Awards: The 2021

BW Photo Society Dan Clarke
winner of the Exhibition Public Vote
award

BW Photo Society Kevin Melsome
winner of the Alan Inder Most
Improved Photographer award

Competition League
winners are - Primary
League winner was Sue
Collingwood receiving
The President’s Shield;
the Intermediate League
winner was John Coote
receiving The Pat Clancy
Trophy and the Advanced
League winner was
Helen Otton LRPS,
CPAGB BPE*3 taking
home The President’s
Cup. Many
congratulations go to
everyone who took home
trophies and medals.
Two other trophies were
also presented. Kevin
Melsome received the
Alan Inder Shield for
“Most Improved
BW Photo Society Winner of Public Vote
Photographer” and, from
2021 We're Just Looking by Dan Clarke
the Society’s Annual
Exhibition - the winner of
the public’s favourite
gentlemen on receiving these
image was Dan Clarke with his
special awards.
image of beautiful Starlings
called “We’re Just Looking.
New members are always
Many congratulations to both
welcome at BWPS – for anyone
28
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interested in taking pictures,
wanting to improve their skills
and chatting with like-minded
people more information about
the Society can be found on our
website:
www.bishopswalthamphotosoci
ety.co.uk
The Society’s junior section

meets on the first Thursday of
the month. The focus of their
meetings will be on gaining
practical skills that may be
applied to numerous situations
with the emphasis very much
on having fun. If your child/
grandchildren are interested in
learning more about
photography and joining our

junior section, please contact
Peter Mason for more
information on this email
address:
junior@bishopswalthamphotoso
ciety.co.uk

Meon Valley u3a
We hope you had a good Christmas and look
forward to seeing you all this year. Unfortunately
our December meeting was cancelled due to the
arrival of the Omicron variant. These are difficult
times for everybody and the Committee are doing
their best to keep the U3A going. Some groups
are still managing to continue.

in the Houghton Room. Our annual fee is £12,
meetings with member speakers are free to
members and £1 for guest speakers. Visitors are
welcome for £2 per meeting. Currently we cannot
provide refreshments but hope to once again in
the future. Talks are usually 45 minutes to an
hour. The Centre follows government advice on
keeping the venue safe for visitors. Hand sanitiser
will be available, and masks are to be worn in
communal areas. It is recommended that masks
be worn in the room to protect other members. If
possible, please do a lateral flow test before
attending the meetings. Thankyou.

Future Meetings:
These are the planned meetings for February and
March; they may change due to current Covid
restrictions at the time and speaker availability.
Members will be emailed prior to meetings
whether they will go ahead. If you are not on
email, please contact the Secretary by telephone.
February 1st

Travels with the Queen in Papua
New Guinea – Roger Esnault

February 15th

Tools for Self -Reliance Jemma
Chambers

March 1st

The Eden Project Jill Daniels

March 15th

William Marshal ‘The Greatest
Knight’ from the Age of Chivalry
Graham Dandy (member)

General enquiries to: Betty Hiscock, Secretary
01489 894807
email: mvu3asec@yahoo.com
Website: u3asites.org.uk/meon-valley

Meetings are held on Tuesday afternoons at 2pm
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Curdridge Amateur Drama Group
Promoting excellence and innovation in every aspect of
local theatre,
and equality and diversity in the staging
of all our productions.
Acting Acting up for 50 years

performing at The Reading Rooms, Curdridge

tickets www.ticketsource.co.uk

You can count the calories and still
enjoy our Spring comedy
presentation of “Love me Slender”
Siobhan was Slim for Life's
'Slimmer of the Year' - the ideal
leader of the local group! BUT
her autocratic rule is achieved
through shaming and
condescension. New members
join and they're not prepared for
this level of devotion, and
Siobhan's theology, and mind,
begin to unravel. It's the
triumph over discipline and
sacrifice that every woman
wants to see! Let's hear it for
the girls... and biscuits!
Productions planned for 31st
march/1st + 2nd April, but check
our website for any updates.
www.curdridgedrama.co.uk and

Waltham Chase Flower Club
An interesting
programme for
Waltham Chase
Flower Club has been
planned. Meeting on
the fourth Wednesday
of most months at
Waltham Chase
village hall at 2.15 pm, the club has
demonstrations, talks and ‘DIY’ meetings. One of
these is on Wednesday, February 23rd. when
members and friends are invited to bring flower
arranging items and a piece of wood to
compliment the title ‘’Wood you believe it? Any
sort of wood is required – small, wooden bowls,

large pieces of drift wood, wooden trays or boxes.
Bring it along and show everybody what can be
done. Don’t worry if your not particularly good at
flower arranging; just bring your equipment or
watch to see what everybody else can do.
The next month, 23th March, we have a
demonstration by Christine Evans ‘Floral Magic’.
That could be interesting!
There is no charge for entry in February. As we
have a demonstrator in March the entry fee is £5
for non-members. We do invite you to join this
friendly club. The charge is £35 this year. We
have a sales table, raffle and teas.
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Bumblebee
Memorial & Grave Tending

Deborah Casper
bumblebeegraves@gmail.com

07923 868 475
www.bumblebeegravetending.co.uk

www.thedogroomwalthamchase.co.uk

Now offering high quality colour print at lower prices
Professional graphic design • Posters & building plans printed
Scanning service • Documents copied, printed & wire bound

Good, friendly service guaranteed!
www.studio-6.co.uk • print@studio-6.co.uk

Telephone: 01329 832933

Wallops Wood Farm, Sheardley Lane, Droxford SO32 3QY

Unit 1, The Avenue, Fareham, Hampshire P014 1NP

ELECTRICAL PLUMBING AND HEATING ENGINEERS

OIL, LPG AND NATURAL GAS FIRED BOILERS
WORCESTER BOSCH ACCREDITED INSTALLERS
DISABLED BATHROOM SPECIALISTS

G. RIXON LTD. Wynot Heath Road Soberton Hampshire SO32 3PQ
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www.shedfieldrr.org.uk

Come in and enjoy:
Full English Breakfast Cakes & Pastries Cream Teas Afternoon Tea
Open Tuesday - Saturday
Pancakes Sandwiches Tea & Coffee Milkshakes
Breakfast: 9:00am - 11:30am
And
much
more!
Find us on Facebook and at:
Lunch: 11:45am - 2:00pm
www.barnardsrestaurant.co.uk
Afternoon Tea: 11.45am - 3.15pm
Hambledon Road, Denmead, PO7 6NU
Booking advisable

02392 257788

32

Wickham Parish Magazine February 2022

D

One
mas
and
squ
men

D

BIS
WIC
WO

We
op's
Apri
from
in ho
spee

Busi
An o
Mus
in Po
or 1
for S
gust
Wal

Our
Spea
to de
Spri
met
in fo
then

ANTIQUES TO SELL?

Cash paid, inherited items? Clearing clutter?
Gold, silver and costume jewellery, cutlery,
Vintage clothes and small furniture.
Anything old and interesting!
EST 30 years
I can come to you
Cash paid
Fair Prices,
No Fuss

We
good

Phone Carol 01489 602462
carolwalkerantiques@icloud.com

Pat Staples Interiors
Southampton, SO32 1BH
Tel: 01489 892626
E-mail: sales@patstaplesinteriors.co.uk
You can t
Trading Locally Since 1993

CHAMBERLAINS

Interior Design
Measuring & Fitting service
Curtains & Blinds
Carpets & Floorcovering
Upholstery & Re-upholstery
Fabric, Wallpaper & Paint

We can help you with a wide range of legal
services including Residential Conveyancing,
Probate and Wills, Lasting Powers of Attorney,
Commercial Property.
RED LION STREET, BISHOPS WALTHAM

www.patstaplesinteriors.co.uk

Telephone: 01489 896141
info@chamberlainslaw.co.uk

advert size is
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Still Providing
Great Classes in
Person & Online

Local Award Winning

Authentic Yoga classes in a beautiful & tranquil
studio since  • Ample free parking

• 8 hol

WALLOPS WOOD COTTAGES



.   *
.   **



.  **



.  *
.   *
.   **



.   *



.   **





*All Levels. **Intermediate to improvers. Max 8 to a class with
social distancing. 1hr 20mins per session.

Karen Percival •   • birchtreeyoga.co.uk
The Birches, Hundred Acres Road, Wickham  
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Aviation Group meets the Catalina
Members of the Daedalus
Aviation and Heritage Group
had a rare opportunity to meet
the pilot of the wonderful
Catalina aircraft at their meeting
on Wednesday 24th November.
As Terry Coombes, Chair of the
Group said “The Club is
fortunate to count Jeff Boyling
of Lee-on-Solent as one of our
members and he owns a share
in this evocative flying boat.
Jeff flies on the Airshow circuit
at home and abroad with this
amazing aircraft. ”
The Catalina itself is 70 years
old but in fine flying fettle! In its
working life it flew antisubmarine patrols, for a time it
was a freighter, flew
photographic reconnaissance
missions surveying the Arctic
regions, search and rescue,
flood relief supply flights and
even a fire-fighting water
bomber!
Jeff and his crew flew down to
Solent Airport at Lee recently
after flying the Schneider trophy
course before landing. At the
airport he was warmly
welcomed by those who had
been waiting to see this iconic
aircraft and it was certainly a
sight to see as it flew in over the
Solent.

the Catalina with pilot Jeff Boyling (left) and co-pilot David Legg
(right). Photos by Terry Combes

Incorporating Gosport
Aviation Society and Lee
Flying Association
Chair: Terry Coombes –
terryc037@gmail.com
Press Officers: Joe & Pam
Marsden – 07802 964013
Email:
daedalusaviationandheritage
@gmail.com
Website:
www.daedalusaviation.org
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Hampshire & Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust
How to identify the UK’s
five owls – Hampshire &
Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust
Owls are among our most
captivating birds and, with a
good view, are easily
distinguished from other UK
birds. But how to tell one owl
from another? Here’s a guide to
the UK’s five resident species:
Barn owl
A very pale, slender owl,
typically white on the
underparts and golden-brown
with grey markings on the
upperparts. It has a white,
heart-shaped facial disk with
dark eyes. Usually seen over
grassland or farmland at dawn
and dusk, though can be seen
at night or even during the day.
Its call resembles eerie squeals
and a shrieking 'shreeee'.
Tawny owl
A mostly brown owl with a
large, rounded head. Slightly
larger than a barn owl and
usually seen in woodland. The
plumage is mottled brown but
can vary from greyish to
reddish-brown.
In-flight, it shows broad,
rounded wings and flies with
quick wingbeats in long, straight
glides.
The tawny’s rich vocal
repertoire includes a short 'kewik' contact call and a
quavering 'hoo, hu-hooo'
advertising call.
Short-eared owl
A sandy-brown owl similar in
size to a tawny, but with longer
wings. It has a streaked breast,
but a pale, un-marked belly with
thick dark barring on the tail and
piercing yellow eyes.
In-flight, it shows long, narrow
wings that are slightly longer

Barn owl © Tony Matthews
and slimmer than long-eared
owls, with black wingtips. Flies
with slow wingbeats and
wavering glides.
Males perform display flights at
breeding grounds, giving a fast
series of deep hoots and short,
quick wing-claps. Other calls
include rapid, rasping barks
when alarmed.
Long-eared owl
This streaky brown owl looks
very similar to a short-eared owl
but has darker feathers and
less of a yellow hue. The facial
disk is buff with a well-defined
blackish border and white
‘eyebrows’ extending towards
the beak. It has deep orange
eyes and long ‘ear-tufts’ atop
the head.
In-flight, it’s tricky to tell from
the short-eared owl. Slightly
shorter and more blunt-tipped
wings, with fine black barring on
the wingtips and no white
trailing edge to the upper wing.
Males advertise with deep, soft
hoots without inflexion given
every few seconds, while
females have a more nasal call.
36

Little owl
A small owl with a flattened
crown. The upper parts are dark
brown with whitish streaks and
spots, with whitish underparts
featuring bold brown streaks.
The facial disk is greyish brown
with prominent whitish
‘eyebrows’ giving a stern
expression. Their eyes are
yellow.
Flies with a fast, bounding flight
like a thrush. Hunts by
swooping from perches but will
also run across the ground to
pursue prey.
The little owl’s various calls
include a fast 'chi-chi-chi' alarm
call, a low-pitched hoot and a
mewling call.

Where do butterflies go
in winter? - Hampshire
& Isle of Wight Wildlife
Trust
Think of butterflies and usually
we associate them with sultry
summer days, but have you
ever wondered how these
delicate insects survive harsh
winters in the UK?
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Butterflies are ectothermic – or
cold-blooded – meaning they
cannot regulate their own body
temperature and instead rely on
external heat sources to warm
up. This is why butterflies perch
on leaves to bask in the sun or,
conversely, seek shaded spots
to cool down.
Butterflies struggle when
sources of heat become harder
to find, hence why British
winters pose a problem. To
overcome temperate climates,
butterflies have adapted in
remarkable ways to survive.
The most common way
butterflies overwinter in Britain
is either as a caterpillar or
chrysalis. To protect their soft
and vulnerable bodies,
caterpillars find refuge at the
bottom of plants or bury
themselves in leaf litter or soil
where they wait, hopefully
undisturbed, until spring. This
tactic is used by 42 of Britain’s
59 butterfly species, including
orange-tips and common blue.
Another option, and one of the
safest, is to wait it out as an
egg. The brown hairstreak is
one butterfly that employs this
strategy.
Less common is the method
chosen by five of the UK’s most
recognisable butterflies, namely
brimstone, comma, peacock,
small tortoiseshell and red
admiral. These species
overwinter in their adult forms
and, in late summer or early
autumn, will seek out safe and
relatively warm spaces, such as
inside sheds, garages, log piles
or even rabbit holes. They wake
when temperatures rise and so
are occasionally seen on
warmer days in the depths of
December and January.
Finally, the humble painted lady
butterfly escapes the cold of

Comma butterfly © Amy Lewis
British winter by making an epic
migration to northern Africa in
an incredible quest for warmer
climes.
Despite these mighty displays
of adaption, butterfly numbers
in Britain are decreasing
rapidly. Formerly common
species, like the small
tortoiseshell, have fallen by
80% in Southeast England
since 1990.
But there are several ways you
can help these amazing insects:
• delay cutting back
old plants and tidying up
leaf litter until spring to
provide butterflies with
places to overwinter
• leave a wilder area
of your garden, with long
grasses, ivy, shrubs,
weeds and nettles to
provides vital butterfly
habitat
• plan to plant some
nectar-rich plants in your
garden or window box
for butterflies when they
wake up in spring.
Pollinator-friendly
options include
cowslips, rosemary,
forget-me-knots, bugle,
sweet William or heather
• if you find a butterfly
37

in your home, garage or
shed, carefully catch the
butterfly and place it in a
cool spot. Once the
butterfly settles you can
gently move it to an
unheated room in a
shed, porch or garage.
Remember to let the
butterfly out of the
building when it
awakens in spring
Jake Kendall-Ashton

Senior Communications Officer
(Publications & Media)

Hampshire & Isle of Wight Wildlife
Trust

jake.kendallashton@hiwwt.org.uk
07469 855839
Pronouns: he/him/his
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FOREST FOLK
NORTH BOARHUNT VILLAGE
HALL, PO17 6DD
February 2022
At the start of the month, on
Monday 7th February 2022
there will be a Singaround
evening in the North Boarhunt
Social Club, starting 7.30 pm.
Everyone is welcome, whether
you want to sing, play, recite a
poem or just enjoy, it's all very
relaxed and friendly.
On Monday 28th February, we
are delighted to welcome
Blazin'Fiddles to Forest Folk,
tickets cost £25, and doors
open at 7.30 pm for an 8 o'clock
start in the North Boarhunt
Village Hall, Trampers Lane.
One of the world's most prolific
fiddle groups, Blazin' Fiddles
formed for a one-off tour of the
Scottish Highlands in 1999 and
are still raising roofs far and
wide well over two decades
later. The four-fiddle frontline of
Inverness' Bruce MacGregor,
Shetlander Jenna Reid, Nairn's
Rua Macmillan, and Orkney's
Kristan Harvey ignites atop
second-to-none
accompaniment from Anna
Massie and Angus Lyon.
Whatever the hall - whether of
the Highland village or Royal
Albert variety - they'll turn it into
the liveliest and warmest of
hootenannies, setting the hearts
of their audience alight. Multiple
winners of Scotland's Folk Band
of the Year - most recently in
2019 - the six- piece have long
been one of country's foremost
and most recognisable folk
groups, touring far beyond their
deep northern roots.
Covid Safety
We are sure you will respect

and be considerate of those
info@forestfolk.co.uk. Why not
who may wish to take a more
join our email list for regular
cautious approach as
updates on events at Forest
restrictions are lifted. There will
Folk. Keep safe and we hope to
be plenty of hand sanitiser
see you in the not too distant
available around the building,
future. Charles Gale, Forest
and windows and doors will be
Folk www.forestfolk.co.uk
open. People with symptoms of
COVID- 19
or who have
been
advised to
(FORMERLY HOSPICE TRAVEL)
self-isolate
CELEBRATING 26 YEARS
following
Supporting
contact with
someone
with
symptoms of
COVID-19
must not
attend. If
you wish to
5 days by Luxury Coach
wear face
mask, that is
Half Board Hotel Accommodation
fine by us.
Explore a stunning part of South Devon with dramatic
Please ring
coastlines, Dartmoor National Park, picturesque harbour
01329
towns; Buckfast Abbey & gardens on the banks of the
833625 or
River Dart; a Steam railway journey; cruise on the last
remaining coal-fired paddle steamer in operation;
023 9226
Cathedral city of Exeter; Tavistock - the home
4288 for
of the delicious Devonshire Cream Tea!
tickets and
For more information and Booking form please send
further
stamped addressed 9"x 4" envelope to: Portsdown Travel (West Country),
information,
Orchard Cottage, 34 West Street, Southwick, Hampshire, PO17 6EA
or email
Registered Charity Number 299731

WEST COUNTRY
16

20 MAY 2022

023 9238 2433 (24/7 Answering Service)
Email: portsdown.travel@hotmail.co.uk

(THIS TOUR INCLUDES A CONTRIBUTION TO THE HOSPICE)
11/11/2021.
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Our Wickham Funeral Home
Our funeral home in Wickham is located at 13 The Square. Although it is
in the 1700’s.
Today, the property has been extensively refurbished to provide the highest
standards of care and support for our families. It was important to retain and
enhance the existing oak beams thus retaining the correct atmosphere.
You will enter into a warm and inviting reception area, where the door is always
open between Monday and Friday, and by appointment at any other time.
We have an arranging lounge which provides privacy and quiet when dealing with
the arrangements for a funeral.

Tim

All of us together are committed to providing the highest possible standards of
care and support.

Charley

Our Denmead

Our Wickham
South Downs
Funeral Service

Your local, independent and family owned funeral homes of Denmead, Wickham and Clanfield
24 hour, local and personal service • Floristry service • Stonemasonry service • No deposits required

Managing and Principle Funeral Director: Mr Paul M Lee-Bapty DIP FD AFFIL RSH

Clanfield Funeral Home
Tel: 02392 570239
43 Drift Road,
Clanfield, PO8 0JS

Denmead Funeral Home
Tel: 02392 231567

The Old Post Office House,
Hambledon Road, Denmead, PO7 6NN

Wickham Funeral Home
Tel: 01329 833920

clanfield@southdownsfuneralservice.com

care@southdownsfuneralservice.com

wickham@southdownsfuneralservice.com

13 The Square,
Wickham, PO17 5JG

www.southdownsfuneralservice.com

SAFER CHIMNEYS

cates Issued.

Member of National Association of Chimney Sweeps – Certificates Issued.
Power Sweeping, Traditional Brushes, Chimney Camera Surveys
“Highly Recommended” Local Chimney Sweep
Less waiting time – 2 qualified sweeps available

www.saferchimneys.co.uk
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appening to
the value of your home, call us for a market appraisal, absolutely free and
without any obligation whatsoever.
we offer a wealth of
expertise in Letting Management.

ESTATE & LETTING AGENTS
Ben Runciman Rona Thurston
_________________________________________________________
The Square, Wickham, Hampshire PO17 5JT Telephone: 01329 834579
Email: info@byrnerunciman.co.uk www.byrnerunciman.co.uk
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Next Day Stairlifts Mag Ad 2021 - HAMPSHIRE_COMP SLIP 16/02/2021 14:48 Page 1

H

NEXT DAY STAIRLIFTS

LIFTS MADE IN THE UK ~ 24/7 EMERGENCY COVER
LOCAL HAMPSHIRE SURVEYOR

FOR A FREE BROCHURE PLEASE CALL

0800 016 9276
www.nextdaystairlifts.com

co.uk
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www.lock-on-security.co.uk
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Santa and Fareham Rotary helped children smile!
Highlands Road and there were
sacks full of pressies for that
special occasion.

Looking at the festive period,
it’s been a Santaful Christmas
for the Rotary Club of Fareham.
You never quite knew where
Santa was going to appear but
Father Christmas liked
attending local festive parties.
Among those he visited were
for the local Refuges for
Fareham and Gosport. The big
man in the red suit of course
made an appearance to the
delight of the children!

In addition you may have seen
members of the Rotary Club of
Fareham collecting at
Sainsburys Broadcut in the
town in the run up to Christmas.
£1050.00 was raised for our
Rotary charities and we are
grateful to Sainsburys for their
support once more.

Rotarians Mike Hurley and Bob
Mussellwhite were at these
seasonal events to make the
Christmas of each child extra
special. Santa was
accompanied by the very
helpful Fareham Elf handing out
presents to each of the children.
As President of the Rotary Club
of Fareham, Norman Chapman,
says “It’s so good that we were
able to help make Christmas
extra special for these families.
Happy memories in childhood
are made this way and our Club
feels privileged to have been
part of this positive experience.”
Nearer to Christmas, along with
the Mayor of Fareham
Councillor and Rotarian Mrs
Pamela Bryant, Santa and the
Fareham Elf made an
appearance at the Friday Night
Charity for adults with mild and
moderate learning disabilities.
They meet at the Scout Hall in
43
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Meon Valley Lions Club
A huge thank you
from Santa and his
Elves
Christmas time can be a
miserable for so many people
and its only with the support of
local people that we were able
to pass on the kindness and
support to those vulnerable and
in need at this time of year.
Despite only spending half the
time ‘on the road’ helping,
Santa and his Elves raised a
grand total of £4,213.37.
Everyone gave a warm
welcome and generously
donated, not only at our doorto-door collections but at our
static collections, outside local
retail outlets. We’d like to say a
huge thank you to everyone
who donated.
Photo: Santa

Lions - Always by
your side
Thanks to the generous support
of local people throughout
December, in addition to our
Christmas Hampers and
Chocolate donations via the
Foodbank we were able,
amongst other things, to
provide a family in Wickham
with new beds; they were
absolutely thrilled. We also
helped a Gentleman in Knowle
in need of a bed and mattress.
Thank you to the local person
who kindly donated and
delivered these for us.

If you’d like to make a
donation:
OUR WEBSITE: https://
www.meonvalleylionsclub.org.u
k/donate.html
TEXT DONATION: Simply text
LIONS to 70490 to donate £3

OR if you would like to
donate between £1 and
£20 text LIONS followed
by your donation amount
e.g. to donate £5 text
LIONS 5 or to donate
£10 text LIONS 10.
Texts cost your chosen
donation amount plus
one standard network
rate message.
SEND A CHEQUE: If
you prefer to donate by
cheque, bank transfer or
cash please email our
Treasurer: treasurer@me
onvalleylions.org.uk

As always thank you for your
support

We need your help!
As you will have seen in our
social media our minibus let us
down badly this year and we
are in desperate need to a new
one, to ensure we are able to
support the local people we do.
If can help or know anyone who
can, please get in touch.
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Date for your diary
We’re pleased to announce
we’ll be running the Swanmore
Fete again this year so put 9th
July in your calendar.
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HAMPSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL

Dear Reader
By the time you read this report, we
will be well into the new year and I
hope all your resolutions are
holding fast. One of my resolutions
is to continue with my street
surgeries, covid permitting. These
are always interesting and I enjoy
talking with local residents – I
always learn such a lot! If you do see
me out and about, and I may be with
our MP Flick Drummond, do come
over and have a chat. I can’t put the
world to right but I will do the best I
can for the Southwick & Wickham
Ward.
Independence Hub
The first in a series of
‘Independence Hubs’ has
opened, offering post-16
education tailored specifically
for young people with special
education needs and disabilities
(SEND). Based within the Alton
campus of further education
college HSDC, the first Hub,
funded by Hampshire County
Council, showcases how high
quality, specialist provision for
young people with severe
learning difficulties and complex
needs can prepare them for
adulthood, focusing on the
essential skills needed for
independent living, employment
and good health.

young Hampshire people with
Education, Health Care Plans
currently in post-16 education,
and the forecast predicting this
number to rise in the coming
years, it is important that the
County Council can increase
the number of inclusive places
available for those young
people within Hampshire’s
special schools and further
education colleges. Establishing
the Hub within the existing
college enables the young
people attending to positively
engage with the wider college
curriculum and community.
Already, a group that will be
moving on from secondary to
further education next year is
using the unit once a week as
part of their transition, ahead of
the Hub opening fully in
September 2022. Further
Independence Hubs are
planned to open across the
county in 2022 and 2023.
Helping Young People get to
Work & Going Green
A Hampshire County Council
scheme, which enables young
people to hire mopeds at an
affordable rate so that they can
get to work or vocational
training, is going green with the
addition of five electric mopeds
to its fleet of conventionally
powered bikes. The electric
mopeds are now available to
hirers through Wheels to Work,
see - https://www.hants.gov.uk/
transport/wheelstowork - a
scheme which helps young
people aged 16 to 25 years old
in some rural areas of
Hampshire by loaning them
their own form of transport.
Public transport options may be
limited where they live, and they
generally have no transport of
their own because they don’t
have the money to fund this yet.

With over a third of the 13,000
45

Young people aged 16 to 25
years can hire a moped from
£20 per week, those people
over 25 years may also be able
to benefit from the scheme in
specific circumstances.
What's included
•
A 50cc, 100cc or electric
moped, fully taxed and insured
•
A full breakdown and
service cover
•
Helmet provided free of
charge
•
Gloves and jacket
provided for a nominal
contribution
•
You must have at least
a provisional licence for
motorbikes, which you can
obtain by applying via gov.uk https://www.gov.uk/
•
You will need to have
passed your Compulsory Basic
Training (CBT). If you have not
already passed your CBT we
can arrange this for you and
even cover the cost of this.
Moped hire charges range from
£20 to £23 per week.
•
The scheme is operated
by Communities First Wessex
and their Wheels to Work coordinator will explain more
about the scheme and provide
you with an application form.
For residents in the Winchester
District contact
•
Mobile: 07896 212198
•
Landline: 01425 482773
•
Email: mopedloan@cfirst.org.uk
Unpaid Carers
Financial grants continue to be
available to support unpaid
carers of vulnerable adults.
Following a decision by the
Government earlier in the year
to provide additional funding to
adult social care, the County
Council has chosen to extend
their carer grant scheme to
March 2022 so they can reach
more people who would really
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benefit. The grants are
designed to address the
individual carer’s needs and
reduce the risk of infection; for
example, financial help with
technology, equipment or
personal care. It is open to
anyone providing regular,
unpaid care to an adult who
lives in the Hampshire County
Council area, including young
carers (under 18 years)
providing care to an
adult. Anyone who has already
received a one-off grant is not
eligible for further funding. For
information on how to apply for
a grant or practical support, call
any of the following:
Andover MIND - 01264 332297
(select option 3). Monday to
Friday: 9.00 am – 5.00
pm. enquiries@andovermind.org.uk
The Princess Royal Trust for
Carers in Hampshire - 01264
835246. Monday to Thursday:
9.00 am – 5.00 pm / Friday:
9.00 am - 4.30
pm. info@carercentre.com
Carers Together - 01794
519495. Monday to Friday:
9.30 am- 3.30 pm (answer
machine outside these
hours). admin@carerstogether.org.uk
For general information on
support available to carers
visit https://
www.connecttosupporthampshir
e.org.uk/carers
New Free Weight Loss
Programme – Don’t Make
Resolutions, Create Habits
A new 12-week weight
management programme has
been funded by Hampshire
County Council for residents
who want to achieve a healthier
weight. Offering free
professional support either inperson, through regular online
meetings or via a mobile
app, Shapeup4life Hampshire is
available to anyone with a body
mass index (BMI) of 30 or
above and combines exercise
and food choices to make

positive lifestyle changes rather
than a prescriptive diet. The
new service forms a key part of
the Hampshire Healthy Weight
Strategy 2022 to 2026 which
aims to change current trends
in the prevalence of excess
weight and obesity. To find out
more, check your BMI and to
self-refer, go to - https://
www.shapeup4lifehampshire.co
.uk/ - or ring 023 8218
0287/0800 246 5170. The
offer applies to anyone living in
the Hampshire County Council
district, excluding Southampton
and Portsmouth.
500+ years of Historic
Records available Online
Anyone with Hampshire roots
anywhere in the world will be
able to learn more about their
ancestors thanks to an
agreement between Hampshire
County Council and Ancestry®,
a global leader in family history.
As part of the agreement,
access to the Ancestry website
will be available free of charge
at Hampshire’s public libraries
and Record Office from
January. You can find out more
including opening hours, events
and collections by
visiting: https://
www.hants.gov.uk/archives.
Domestic Abuse Support
The Hampshire Domestic
Abuse Partnership is a group of
local services in Hampshire,
working together to provide help
and support for:
•
Victims and survivors of
abuse
•
Children living with
domestic abuse
•
People who may be
abusing or hurting someone
•
Professionals seeking
advice
•
See web page https://
www.hants.gov.uk/
socialcareandhealth/
domesticabuse
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Call the Hampshire Domestic
Abuse Helpline (run by Stop
Domestic Abuse) on 03300 165
112 for advice, help, and
access to services, including
refuge. In an emergency call
999. If you are worried about
your behaviour towards
someone else, seek advice
from the Hampton Trust’s
Advice Line on 02380 009898.
Support for vulnerable
households
Hampshire County Council has
received £7.124m from the
Government’s Household
Support Fund to support
households in need with food,
energy and water bills, as well
as wider essential costs and
housing costs. The County
proposes to deploy this funding
(which must be spent by 31st
March 2022) through its
“connect4communities”
programme. The programme
includes support for free school
meals in holidays and half
terms, support with utility bills,
community pantries giving
access to discounted food and
community grants, which could
be used for example to assist
unpaid carers.
Details can be found at
connect4communities.org
where it is possible to apply for
community grants, and at
HCC’s online directory
(connect4communities | Family
Information and Services Hub
(hants.gov.uk) which will also
be a useful resource for families
and individuals in need of food
and fuel support.
Residents can also apply for
half term support for food and
activities at https://
www.hants.gov.uk/
socialcareandhealth/
childrenandfamilies/
connectforcommunities/
holidayactivities/holidayactivities-hants
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Roads update
Statistics have been published
by Hampshire Highways for last
November. In that month 406
emergencies were attended,
21,173 square metres of
carriageway were resurfaced,
18,436 gullies and other
drainage were cleared and
7,295 potholes were fixed. In
addition, they also coped with
Storms Arwen and Barra,
keeping the roads clear of fallen
trees and other vegetation,
debris and excess water.
General road problems should
be reported online at http://
www.hants.gov.uk/transport/
r o a d m a i n t e n a n c e /
roadproblems.
Hampshire
County Council has agreed to put
extra “recurring” funding into
highway maintenance, equating
to about £7 million per year, from
April this year.

Patricia Stallard
Hampshire County Councillor
Winchester Southern Parishes
[Denmead, Newlands, Boarhunt,

Southwick, Wickham, Knowle,
Soberton, Newtown]
pgstallard@aol.com
/
patricia.stallard@hants.gov.uk

A walk northwards out of Wickham
This 4½ mile walk includes
some stretches on quiet
country lanes with no
pavement. Some paths are
liable to be muddy, and it may
be best walked in dry weather.
The route covers part of Brian
Oswald’s Beating the Bounds
walk.
Starting at Wickham Station,
walk up the railway line for 1½
miles to the second road
bridge. Go under the bridge,
climb the path on the right and
walk over the bridge. Leave
the road by a footpath (signed
Hampshire Millennium
Pilgrimage Trail between
Kingsmead Farm and
Lowerford. The path leads
down to a footbridge at a lovely
crossing of the Meon and up to
a road (Newmans Hill).
Turn left, walk up the hill and at
the T-junction at the top turn
right (Hospital Road). Take the
first turning left (Twynhams
Hill) and after about 400 yards

find a white house (Judy
Cottage) on the left next to a
wide cinder track signed with
several addresses. Follow the
track past the houses and turn
right at a field gate on a
footpath up to another wide
track. Turn left and walk past
various paddocks, emerging at
a road. Turn right for a few
yards and left on a wide track
immediately after the 40mph
signs (Turkey Island).
Follow the track as it bends left
past a row of houses and
continue straight ahead on
another path between
paddocks. The path crosses a
stream then skirts a farm pond
and crosses a fence into a
field. Continue along two sides
of the field boundary up to a
gate giving onto the main road
(A334). Cross the road and
walk up to the Red Hill junction
and on down into Wickham.
Robert Goulson
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Distance: 4½ miles
January 2022
Time: 2½ hours

The Railway Line out of
Wickham

The Meon at Kingsmead
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WINCHESTER CITY COUNCILLORS
At Winchester full council on
Wednesday 12th January, we
were given the “green light” to
progress to the next stage of
delivering the Central
Winchester Regeneration Area.
This will see the transformation
of a busy part of the centre of
Winchester, bringing significant
benefits to people living and
working in and around the
District.
This project has taken many
years of detailed public
consultation. Now the council
and the public wish to drive
forward with this exciting
opportunity.
FLY-TIPPING.
Winchester City Council has
once again been very
successful with another flytipping prosecution.
Waste was illegally dumped in
Durley which consisted of
assorted wood, rubble, roofing
materials plastic sheeting and a
metal wheelbarrow.
The number of fly-tips has fallen
in the area since September
which was the first full month
Winchester Council put signs
and cameras out.
The numbers have fallen from
173 in September to 73 at
present.

with the pressures placed upon
us by the COVID-19 pandemic.
To nominate a person or
organisation, complete the
online form at
Winchester.gov.uk/mayorsawards with the details of your
nominee(s) or contact your
District or local Parish Council
and they can submit on your
behalf.
The closing date for
nominations is 18th February
2022.
Cabinet
The new Cabinet member for
Climate Emergency is
Councillor Hannah Williams
following the sad news of the
death of a dear colleague
Councillor Lynda Murphy.
Please contact us with any
concerns/queries you may
have, we are always pleased to
help in any way we can.
Therese, Angela, Neil

COMMUNITY AWARDS
The search is on for individuals
and organisations that have
made a real difference in the
Winchester District, as the
annual Mayor of Winchester’s
Community Awards is
launched.
The award recognises and
celebrates those who have
gone above and beyond the call
of duty to help others-which has
been especially important as we
continue to support each other
48

Hot Press:The Secretary of
State has refused the Aquind
Internet Connector proposal.
The applicant has the right to
appeal.
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Road safety and speeding – some
good news!

Wickham Parish
Council News

Hampshire Highways has advised that the
speed limit /junction warning sign on the A32
southbound carriage way, to the north of the
church crossroads, will be replaced shortly.
The road safety surfacing at the crossroads is
also due to be replaced and the road markings
improved this year.

February 2022

Further measures to improve the safety of the
crossroads are also at the planning stage.

Mill Lane Sports and Recreation
Facilities

The Hampshire Police & Crime Commissioner
has announced average speed cameras will be
installed on the A32 and A272 to deter
speeding and anti-social behaviour, this will be
backed up with patrols to manage other
offences such as noisy and illegal exhausts.
The Parish Council has campaigned for action
on these issues for decades, along with many
others.

The results of last year’s consultations are
being used to prepare a masterplan for the new
site.
Further consultation will take place when the
plans are ready.
If you have any questions please contact Nicki
Oliver clerk@wickhamparishcouncil.org

Wickham Water Meadows
Millennium Green

The Parish Council is working towards the
purchase and installation of movable speed
reminder signs for School Road and
Winchester/Fareham Road.

Following a comprehensive tendering exercise
all the grant funding has been confirmed and
an order has been placed with Aquascience
Ltd for the improvement and reinstatement
works in the Water Meadows.

Hampshire Highways has to approve the
proposed locations for the signs and issue a
licence. The signs stay in one location for a
maximum of two weeks and are then relocated.

It is hoped to start on site in April this year.
Please join our Friends of Wickham Water
Meadows Facebook Group to follow the
progress of the project.

Could you help save a life?

Free training on using a community
defibrillator
2pm Sunday 20th February 2022 at Knowle
Village Hall
Contact Nicki to book a place
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Platinum Jubilee celebrations

Parish Council grants agreed for
2022/23
The Parish Council has agreed to make the
following grants during the next financial year,
subject to acceptable applications:
Winchester Citizens Advice Bureau £2,000
Home Start Hampshire £2,600
Wickham Youth Club £2,200
Knowle Youth Project £2,200
Taste of Wickham Festival £5,600

Sunday 5th June 2022

Wickham Festival towards a bus from the

The Parish Council is funding and supporting a
street party in Wickham Square on Sunday 5th
June 2022.

festival site to The Square £3,000
Wickham Community Centre for improvements
to cctv £5,000

Thank you to Chrissie Bailey who is organising
the event with a team of volunteers,

If your community group or organisation would
like to apply for grant funding please use the
application form available to download for the
Parish Council’s website or contact Nicki,
Parish Clerk.

Save the date! More details to follow.

Parish Council precept request for
2022/23

www.wickhamparishcouncil.org

The precept is the sum of money the council
raises through the Council Tax to cover its work
for the year.

Parish Council Meetings

The Parish Council has agreed an annual
precept/budget of £264,557. This is £148 for
the year for a Band D household which
represents a £17 annual increase.

Meetings are held at Wickham Community
Centre or Knowle Village Hall, see the meeting
agenda on the website for the venue.
https://wickhamparishcouncil.org/meetingagendas/

The increase includes for additional costs for
employing part time staff to help run the
council. ( The council’s employment costs are
currently one of the lowest in the region.)

Members of the public are always welcome to
attend.

Budgets for events at Wickham and Knowle
have also been increased to include for the
Jubilee celebrations.

7pm 10th February Committees
7pm 24th February Full Council

Feasibility and funding research is planned for
a number of new projects including
refurbishment of The Circle play area,
defibrillator installation, an accessible path, new
benches and tree planting at Wickham
recreation ground,
solar panels for Knowle Village Hall, additional
funding towards Knowle skatepark and the hall
car park lighting.

Nicki Oliver Parish Clerk
Heatherdene, Turkey Island, Shedfield,
Southampton SO32 2JE
Tel 01329 835019
clerk@wickhamparishcouncil.org
www.wickhamparishcouncil.org
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Beavers/Cubs/Scouts/Explorers
Mrs Jenny Bunce
1stwickhamscoutgroup@gmail.com
01329 832 555
Community Care
Duty Co-ordinator 07880732812
Information only; Mrs Heather
Oswald 01329 835 061 &
Mrs Sylvia Wells 01329 609 245

Hampshire County Councillor
Patricia Stallard
02392 251 484
Hampshire Police
CPSO Barry Towler
Meon Valley Safer Neighbourhood
Team
07901102329 or 101 ext 4643234
Home-Start Meon Valley
c/o Wickham Centre
01329 835 936
Knowle Village Agent
01962 868 545 or
enquiries@ageconcernhampshire.org.uk

Knowle Residents' Association
Chairman Loraine Rappé
01329 483 020
Meon Valley District of Hampshire
Hampshire & Isle of Wight
Neighbourhood Watch Association
Nigel Prior
Area Coordinator
07960959212
www.hampshirealert.co.uk
www.ourwatch.org.uk
Parish Council Clerk
Mrs Nicki Oliver, Heatherdene,
Turkey Island, Shedfield SO32 2JE
clerk@wickhamparishcouncil.org
01329 835 019
Royal British Legion
Secretary: David Robinson
robinsond969@btinternet.com
07484 279 060

The Rowans Hospice
Local Support Group
07940 805 431
02392 382 433
Toddlers’ Music Group
Mrs Rowlinson
01489 896 731
Tools for Self-Reliance
Mr David Houghton
01329 833 284
University of the Third Age,
U3A
Mr Jim Busby
01329 237 504
Wickham and District Small-bore
Rifle Club
Peter Locke
01329 834 242
Wickham Community Centre
Reception
01329 833 688
Wickham Chamber of Trade
Secretary, Rob Winzar
07770 880 546
Wickham Church of England
Primary School
Reception
01329 833 065
Wickham Community Tennis
Sue North
01329 832 016

Wickham Community Land
Trust
Secretary: Anthony Raymer
01329 834335
www.wickhamclt.org.uk
Wickham Lunch Club
Church Room at 11:30 every
Wednesday
For information:
Lucy Carter 01329 832 928 or
Di Frost 01329 832 633
Wickham Morris Dancers
Mr Eric Bright
30 Wykeham Field
01329 833 927
Wickham Residents Association
Chairman Robert Broad
wickhamres@gmail.com
01329 835 542
Wickham Society
Rosemary O’Leary
r.a.oleary@hotmail.com
01329 832 897
Wickham Surgery
Reception
01329 833 121
Wickham Twinning Association
Chairman, Therese Evans
Secretary, Mr Keith Best
01489 891 163
Wickham Village Agent
01962 868 545 or

Wickham Cricket Club
Secretary, Ed Morell
edmorell@me.com
Wickham Dynamos FC
Secretary Leslie Wylde
theburtbunch@hotmail.co.uk
01329 834 398
Wickham History Society
Vanessa Burlingham
01329 835 283
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enquiries@ageconcernhampshire.org.

Wickham Youth Club
Leader, Mrs Roz Agnew
01329 832 153
Winchester City Councillors
Cllr Thérèse Evans
01329 832 700
Cllr Angela Clear
01329 832 923
Cllr Neil Cutler
07814 015128

J

J

Plant Centre
Silk Flower Shop
Garden Furniture Shop
Excellent range of seasonal plants now in
All the gardening sundries you need in our

drinks, cakes, snacks, sandwiches and sweets
Southwick Road, Wickham
01329 834407 OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

