From the Revd Dr Ruth Howlett-Shipley

Being Church Together in the United Benefice
of St John the Baptist, Shedfield and St Nicholas, Wickham
Sunday, 15th May 2022
Greetings from the ministry team to everyone. Whether you come to
church once a week, once in a while or once in a lifetime – welcome
to the weekly eBulletin.

First of all… United Benefice worship on Sunday 15th May will be at
St Nicholas, Wickham
 8am – Holy Communion – St Nicholas,
Wickham – traditional language
 10am – Sunday Service – informal
worship with music and reflection
You will also find a traditional Morning Prayer and Prayer During the Day services
on the church websites for use at home by those who feel unable to come to
public worship.
The service on 22nd May will be: 10 am – Holy Communion
– St John the Baptist, Shedfield

Flower Arch for the Platinum Jubilee
As part of the celebrations for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee
there are plans to build of the poppy arch and decorate the
West Door of St Nicholas Church, Wickham with an
archway of red, white and blue flowers.
Thank you to all those who have already made flowers but
we do need more before the display is put up in time for
the Jubilee service on 5 th June. The flowers are simple to
make; even I managed to produce some and as many of
you will know craft activities are not my strongest point!
Rosemary Simpson will be holding a flower making workshop in the Church Room
on Thursday 19th May at 2.30pm. If you can help, please get in touch with
Rosemary Simpson, myself or Revd Jane.

Wickham Parish Assembly – Monday 16th May
The first Parish assembly since
2019 will be held on Monday 16th
May at 6.30 pm in Wickham
Community Centre. St Nicholas
Church choir will be singing and
there will be a presentation of
community awards as well as a
buffet and wine.

Deanery Ascension Service - Thursday 26th May 7.30pm
The Bishops Waltham Deanery Eucharist,
will be held at All Saints Church, Botley
on Thursday 26th May at 7.30pm. It is an
unbelievable four years since the last one
at Meonstoke in 2018! Bishop Jonathan
has accepted an invitation to attend and
there will be a chance to meet him
afterwards over wine and nibbles. Parish
choirs from across the deanery will join
together to form a deanery choir.
Do come along to celebrate this important event in the church year.

Fifth Sunday Services
Looking forward to the 29th May which is a fifth Sunday of the
month we will be launching a new service. ‘Messy Sunday’ will
be held in Wickham Church of England Primary School at 9.30
and Café Church at St John the Baptist Church, Shedfield.
There will be no Matins that morning as the choir will be
focussing on their concert on May 28 th (see below) and will be
having a well-earned rest!

Music for Monarchs – Saturday 28th May

Do come along to see the choir of St Nicholas Wickham combined with other local
choirs as they celebrate the Platinum Jubilee with s special concert of ‘Music for
Monarchs’!

Jubilee celebrations
Both churches will be supporting community events to celebrate The Queen’s
Platinum Jubilee.
On Friday 3rd June there will be a picnic on
Shedfield Recreation Ground at 14.00-16.00.
Everyone welcome -Bring your own picnic,
rug and refreshments! For further
information and if you want to get involved
please contact Carol Hotchkiss.
On Sunday 5th June there will be a Street
Party in Wickham Square. If you can help on
the day on the St Nicholas Church stall or by
helping on the information desk,
stewarding, setting up or clearing away
please contact Rosemary Crane.

New Houses Available in Wickham

BRAND NEW
AFFORDABLE HOMES
AVAILABLE
at Wykeham Vale
School Road, Wickham PO17 5AA

A three bed, three two bed houses and a one bed flat (1st floor) are available at
below market rent for applicants with a local connection with Wickham and Knowle
Parish.
More information, application forms and guidance notes are available from:
www.wickhamclt.org.uk or collect from AXIS ARCHITECTURE, Station Road,
Wickham, PO17 5JA during office hours.
CLOSING DATE: TUESDAY, MAY 24TH, 2022

Opportunity with Aggie Weston’s Charity
Aggie Weston’s (http://www.aggies.org.uk/ ) is a
Christian Charity that supports the Royal Navy, Royal
Marines, Royal Fleet Auxiliary and their families
through the provision of Pastoral Workers in military
bases and establishments around the country.
They are now looking to recruit several people to join a couple of our teams based in
the Portsmouth area. The roles call for people with a Christian vocation. Further
details about the vacancies can be found on our website or by contacting Andy
Gordon on 02392 650505 or 07871 301336, or by email andy.gordon@aggies.org.uk

Please be reassured that Jane and I are here for you as priests, pastors and
confidential listening ears every day, not just when life is tough! Our contact
details are on the website and in the parish magazines and we always look
forward to hearing from you.
This comes to you with our love and assurance of our prayers, Ruth and Jane

